

US partnership favoured for new carrier aircraft 


- but failing that 




Here comes 
the Atlantic 
Task Group 



THE EUROFIGHTER, which shortly before Navy News went to 
press was put through its paces at Farnborough, is one of the 
options being considered to equip the Royal Navy’s future 
carriers, writes Anton Hanney. 


HMS SUTHERLAND, which started a 
seven-month deployment in 
September, is due to be the last ship 
to operate under the title Falkland 
Islands Guardship. 

The Type 23 frigate, one of the Navy s 
newest, is relieving HMS Edinburgh on 
patrol. However, in line with the plan to 
ease overstretch by introducing greater 
flexibility into operational patterns, the 
uardship duties carried out in the 
alkands.Wesl Indies and off West Africa 
will continue, but will be combined under 
the Atlantic Patrol Task Group title in the 
new year. 

En route to the South Atlantic. 
Sutherland called at Tenerile and Rio de 
Janiero for a defence industries day. In 
November she is due to visit Chile anoth¬ 
er defence exhibition, 

HMS Edinburgh is due back in 
Portsmouth on November 26, One of her 
last duties down South was to renew the 
While Ensign on the wreck of HMS 
Antelope, sunk in the Falklands War, 


The feasibility of adapting the aircraft 
for a Nava! role is being studied by the 
Ministry of Defence, although official 
sources confirm that the Joint Strike 
Fighter (JSF) is still the prime candi¬ 
date to become Britain's supersonic, 
Future carrier-borne aircraft. 

The UK is the United States’s only full 
partner in the JSF programme which 
involves two rival designs hy Boeing and 
Lockheed Martin for a" short take-off and 
vertical landing (STOVL) aircraft. The 
importance of that project to Britain is 
emphasised hy the fact that the UK has 
already invested 200 million dollars in the 
concept and demonstration phase of the 
programme. 

However, other options under consideration 
arc a conventional carrier-borne fighter and a 
short take-off but arrested landing (STOBAR) 
aircraft - a role which would be fulfilled by a 
naval!>ed Hu rofighler, 

One advantage of choosing the Eu rofigh ter is 
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ALL FIRED up, these Royal Marines 
of 42 Commando storm ashore 
during amphibious training. 

They will soon be deployed to 
Northern Ireland for a six-month 
tour of duty in support of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary. 


With an average age of 22, it will 
be the first Ulster deployment for 
many in the unit. They have had to 
learn a host of new skills - includ¬ 
ing media handling - in what is one 
of the most important periods in 
the history of the Province. 

Picture : LA(PHOT} Steve Lewis 


% Royal Marines of A Company .; 40 Commando on patrol on the River Congo. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Mark Hlpkfn 




Options 


arines and warships ride troubled waters 


AS ONE CRISIS - in the Congo - 
receded in September, concern 
about renewed unrest in Albania 
diverted one Royal Navy ship from 
Gulf duty, sent another to sea five 
days ahead of schedule and put 
another unit of 40 Commando 
Royal Marines on standby. 

No sooner had over 200 Marines 
returned from Brazzaville and 
Libreville, when the immediate danger 
to British nationals reduced with the 
weakening of the rebel position, than 
political unrest and riots in the 
Albanian capital of Tirana, prompted 
similar concerns for 160 Britons (here. 

As a precuationary measure, HMS 
Cumberland was tasked to stand by in 
the Adriatic, while the Type 22 frigate 
HMS London left Devonport on 
September 16, five days early, to 
relieve her so that she could resume 
her passage to the Gulf. London had 


been scheduled to leave on 
September 21 to take part in a major 
NATO exercise - Dynamic Mix - in 
October, followed by visits to Black 
Sea ports. 

Meanwhile, B Company of the cur¬ 
rent Spearhead Battalion - 40 Cdo - 
were put on alert along with elements 
of 539 Amphibious Squadron RM and 
elements of 3 Cdo Brigade staff. 

Paying tribute to the British forces 
returning from Africa , Defence Secretary 
George Robertson said the Marines had 
been a force for good in the region, co¬ 
operating closely with several allies, par¬ 
ticularly the French. 

“1 am grateful to the Royal Marines 
who have maintained their reputation 
for excellence on this deployment," he 
said. 

The RM force, whose deployment, 
began on August 15, Included 40 
Cdo’s A Company, members of 539 


Squadron manning rigid raiders, and 
tactical HQ staff. A forward base was 
established at Brazzaville, across the 
Congo River from Kinshasa, where 
120 commandos were installed. 

They were supported by a similar 
number of personnel at Libreville in 
neighbouring Gabon, and by a Joint 
Force HQ on Ascension Island. Also 
taking part in the operation - code- 
named Ladbrook - were Army commu¬ 
nications and RAF personnel. 

Senior medical officer was Surgeon 
Cdr Adrian Baker RN who during the 
operation - conducted in tempera¬ 
tures of 32 degrees C and 55 per cent 
humidity - treated two broken limbs 
and the after-effects of a local meal in 
Libreville, 

The commandos at Brazzaville 
cross-trained with French forces, 
close co-operation with whom 
ensured a selection of rations. 


rLancaster’s 
hands over 
the sea 



Picture LA (PHOT) Paul Smith 


SHAKE-UP H RAIDS 
PROMOTION SYSTEM 


SELECTION Boards are to be 
introduced for promotion to lead¬ 
ing rate and petty officer in the 
Navy’s non-technician branches, 
and to Charge Chief PO artificer or 
technician in the technician 
branches. 

Changes in the promotion system will 
also bring *n a new appraisal report form, 
and will phase out acting rates in most 
cases. 

Selective promotion to PQ will be introduced 
on October 31, and the first Selection Boards 
will be held next July. Selective promotion from 
AS will come in on October 31 next year, the 
first hoards for leading rate convening in May 
2000. 

In introducing the system care has been taken 
to ensure that conditions of service, including 
pay and pensions, for ratings currently qualified 
for promotion will not be adversely affected. 

The changes stem from a finding of Sir 
Michael Belt’s Independent Review of the 
Armed Forces, that the present time-based ros¬ 
ter advancement system can allow the promo¬ 
tion of ratings of average ability ahead of 
brighter, more motivated people. 


Roadshow dates 

AS Navy News went to press, the Naval 
Manning Agency started a series of road¬ 
shows to explain the new reporting system 
which will bring what is described as “sub¬ 
stantial changes" for everyone. 

The first, 90-minute presentations were 
being held In late September in the 
Portsmouth area establishments HMS 
Nelson, Colitngwood, Sultan, Dryad, 
Excellent and Royal Hospital Haslar. 

October dates for the roadshows are: 5-9 
- HMS Sea hawk, Drake, Raleigh and BRNC 
Dartmouth; 12-16 - FONA and RNAS 
Yeovllton, Bath, Abbey Wood and HMS 
Osprey; 19-23 - HMS Neptune, Caledonia, 
Warrior and MOD Main Building; 26-30 - 
JSCSC Bracknell, HMS Nelson, HMS Drake. 


The new system will enable the more capable 
to achieve early promotion, introducing a con¬ 
cept of training before advancement. Qualified 
ratings will be selected for professional and 
leadership courses, where applicable, their pro¬ 
motion depending on successful completion. 


So that Selection Boards will only he present¬ 
ed with realistic candidates, the present mnv 
technician ABs' and leading raio provisional 
qualifying or Fleet examination will he retained. 
Warrant officers and CFOs will plai a IliII 
par! in the Selection Board process. Boards for 
the selection of leading rates and P(K will be 
chaired by lieutenant commanders who w ill he 
permanent members. 

Changes to the reporting system lor RN and 
RM ratings and other ranks will scrap the cur¬ 
rent Form C2641 in favour of a Form S13IK3C 
appraisal report early next year. 

The move has been hastened h> the introduc¬ 
tion of the Investors in People concept and ;i 
need to meet new laws on data protection. 1 lie 
new system has been designed to keep extra 
workload to a minimum by using computer gem 
crated forms and a software package. 

Acting rates will be phased out, with 
the exception of Leading Naval Nurses - 
for tri-Servlce reasons. Those holding 
acting rate who have passed the neces¬ 
sary courses will be confirmed in the 
higher rate from next April 1, regardless 
of whether they have been 12 months 
acting as required by current regula¬ 
tions. 

Acting rates who have still to complete 
appropriate training will remain acting rates 
until they have passed the relevant course or 
obtained the necessary qualification. 

The Local Acting Rate will he retained as ii 
allows the filling of short-term gaps caused by 
sickness or compassionate leave. 

Future promotion regulations will require a 
rating to serve a minimum of two years - less 
any time spent in a Local Acting Rate - follow¬ 
ing promotion. However, that rule will not apply 
to ratings fully qualified tor promotion on the 
day the new system is implemented. 

More details are contained in Defence 
Council Instruction RN 119/98, 


"IT WAS this big" ... Lisbon's EXPO 98, that Is, at which HMS Lancaster and the other 
ships of NATO's Standing Naval Force Atlantic reinforced The Oceans' theme. The 
hands across the sea in this case belong to (from top) the exhibition's mascot; OM 
Peter Thompson; MEM Ross Swinbourne; and OM Jimmy Case. 

Lancaster spent four days in the Portuguese capital before moving on with SNFL to 
Germany and then Russia. She left Mayport, Florida in August after exercises with LIS 
Forces, En route across the Atlantic she made a refuelling stop at the Azores after hav¬ 
ing to divert to avoid Hurricanes Bonnie and Danielle. 

During the crossing the ship's company raised £100 tor the Renal Unit at Queen 
Alexandra Hospital, Portsmouth by running a 100 x 1 mile relay around the deck. The 
race was started by LWEM Jim Price and finished by the Principal Warfare Officer (Air), 
Lt Cdr Chris Connolly. OM Bamford notched up the best time of 5 mins. 19.8 secs. 
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Military 


to terror 


Festival goes with a ban 

FIREWORK displays provided a fitting finale against the b; 
drop of HMS Victory for the highly-praised 

" . S< 


Festival of the Sea at Portsmouth 


lnternati< 
ee also page 20. 

Picture: LW(PHOT) Penny 


taken' 

TERRORISTS around the world - "these modern 
storm-troopers of hate" - will face robust action, 
promised Defence Secretary George Robertson last 
month. 


Speaking at the 40th annual 
conference of the Internation¬ 
al Institute of Strategic 
Studies, he said: 'Their violent 
tentacles reach out from 
havens fur from international 
policemen. They need to know 
that they will he relentlessly 
pursued and that they will pay 
a severe price for their crimes' 
“It requires little imagination 
to contemplate the inevitable, yet 
horrifying consequences if 
today's vicious terrorist organisa¬ 
tions thought they could slaugh¬ 
ter and maim and face no more 
than anguished paralysis from 
the decent world community. 

“Terrorism requires a 
multi-faceted response. 
The atrocities of this last, 
bloody month in Nairobi, 
Dar es Salaam, Cape Town 
and Omagh demonstrated 
so clearly the savage and 
Indiscriminate suffering 
that terrorist attacks can 
cause. 

“Governments must act 
robustly and decisively where 


there are known and explicit and 
direct threats to innocent citizens 
on the one hand, or to initiatives 
for peace, like the democratical¬ 
ly-endorsed Northern Ireland 
peace process on the other. 

“This means military options 
must he taken where it is right 
and appropriate to do so. 
Terrorists must not he allowed to 
strike with impunity. 

"We must always ensure that 
our responses are w ithin the rule 
of law and consistent with the 
values of democracy. 

“Thai has been the context for 
the emergency legislation intro¬ 
duced by the British and Irish 
Governments in the wake of 
Omagh. 

“And that is why the VS 
Government placed its actions 
against terrorist sites in 
Afghanistan and Sudan l irmlv in 
the context of Article 51 of the 
LJN Charter." 


J 1 IMS Splendid will carry out 
the first firing of a Tomahawk 
missile from an RN submarine 
next month - see page 11. 


£1.4m appeal 
for submarine 
centenary 

THE ROYAL Navy Submarine Museum has launched an appeal 
for £l.4m as part of a massive expansion plan to mark the cente¬ 
nary of the Submarine Service in 2001. 


The appeal was launched by 
Flag Officer Submarines Rear 
Admiral Robert Stephens at a din¬ 
ner on hoard HMS London during 
the International Festival of the 
Sea at Portsmouth. 

Museum director Cdr Jeff Tail 
(t»id Navy News the project, to 
include new galleries, restaurants 
and a cinema, would cost a total of 
£4.7nu the rest of the money hope¬ 
fully coming from a National 
Lottery bid. 


re in place 

we've only got to pul the platform 
on top." he commented as plans 
were under way to allow the public 
to watch conservation work on the 
Royal Navy's first submarine, 
Holland \ T recovered from the sea 
bed off Plymouth in I9HL 

The museum would link with 
the armaments museum at 
Priddv s Hard via the new millen¬ 
nium walkway planned lor 
Gosport's waterfront. 


WHEN Prince Michael of Kent, Honorary Commodore of the 
Royal Naval Reserve, paid a private visit to HMS Flying Fox he 
was pleased to note there weren’t too many people there to 
meet him... 

Many of the ship's company ot the Bristol-based unit of 
Severn Division RNR were away on exercise, serving in sea¬ 
going or shore-side billets on recall terms or working along¬ 
side their RN colleagues under the new, highly successful Full 
Time Reserve Service option. 

The Prince, accompanied by Commodore RNR Commodore 
Muriel Hocking, visited all departments, meeting Medical 
Communications, UPO and New Entry training staff, and 
spoke warmly of his pride in the Reservists' commitment and 
the part they played in supporting the Navy in Its worldwide 
tasks 

• Prince Michael with LWREN Diana Cope at HMS Flying 
Fox s recruiting desk - the recent broadening of biiiets avail¬ 
able for Reservists within the regular RN has been a highly 
popular draw . 


JACK ET JACQUES 


Les Trafalgar 
Nuit Blues 

(Dans le Wardroom Salle 3 Manger a HMS Nelson, le 21 
Octobre t 199$) 

Je ne suis pas confortabie rci. Jack/ 

“Pourquoi pas, Jacques? Nous sent les honneured guests de 
nos officiers. Et Octobre 21, 1805 etait un tr6s long temps ago/ 

+ Ce n'est pas qa Y Jack Pour what il est worth, j’ai I’opinion 
que noire Ami rat Villeneuve, il a seulement eu un mauvais jour, 
et e’est tout. Et il y avait un rumeur que nos allies, les 
Espagnols, ils onl mange un dodgy paella pour supper le soir 
before,.. Non. ce n'est pas ga/ 

“Qu est ce que e'est then. Jacques? Vous can tell moi/ 

“Oh - e'est ces jeunes officiers, Jack! Ils sont making fun de 
mon rouge pompon! Comme d'habitude! Je suis fed up avec 
feurs stupides comments!’ 

“Yeah, moi aussi Jacques, its sont tous un bunch de kids, 
n’esEce pas? OK - donnez moi votre party popper.' 

“Quoi? Cette chose ici? Cette petite plastique bouieuille 
avec le draw-string?’ 

+ Oui. Regarded, Jacques. Je remove le papier cap. Je remove 
aussi les streamers de confetti. J inserte instead un spoonful de 
cranberry sauce. Je replace le papier cap - et voila! Maintenanl 
vous avez un petit carronade, devastante a close range contre 
un jeune stuffed shirt dans son best soupe et poisson r 

C'est merveilleux, Jack! Pas de wonder que vous avez won 
la Battaille de Trafalgar avec votre superieur knowledge d'ar- 
tiHery! 

“Yeah, toutes ces semaines & HMS Excellent avaiem paid off 
en spades & Trafalgar, sans aucune doute ... D accord - atten- 
dez votre moment, Jacques!' 

(Un peu apres , ie jeune Sub Lieutenant opposite Jacques fe 
regarde avec le bleary oeil d un hornrne qui a drunk pas wisely 
mats trop bien des beaux vins de France et exclame:) 

Qu est-ce que Cest que vous avez sur votre tete, eh? Un 
shiny pomme rouge? Qui est vous. then - le fils de Guillaume 
Tell? Ha! Ha! Ha!’ 

Go on, Jacques - let im “ave it!’ 

“Bien sun Jack! Er - e’est aussi rouge que le grand dollop de 
jam que vous avez spread across votre poitrine, mon ami! Et 
voila!’ 

(Jacques tire fe draw-string do party popper BOOM! KER- 
SPLATtE! Et right en cue t te Royal Marines Band dans le min¬ 
strels gallerie de la splendide satle a manger de fa Wardroom 
de HMS Nelson strikes up avec La Marseillaise!,) 

• Un footnote:Thinking Vilteneuvs would win la Batailte do Trafalgar, Nelson 
a enlre dans un pact secret avec Napoleon to build un Channel Tunnel, Out. 
cteal vralf Ms sonl les parallels interessants lei avec te cas de Robert Maxwell 
Nelson a vote loads de dash tram te matelote pension fund, te Chatham Chest, 
pour ifnancer ce pro let - et qusnd II a realist qua, conire tous tea odds* te RN 
emit winning te balaltte, II no pouvait pas faire face A ('exposure! La ruinef Le 
scandals! La cotere de Lady Hamilton! St e'est pourquoi II a dressed dans son 
best uniform comme un easy target pour le sniper dans Le Redoutabte. II etait 
luckier than Bob Maxwell, though: H OonT throw me overboard. Hardy!" il a 
exclame. Et done il est revonu a Angleterro pickled en brandy (comme Bob 
Maxwell etait aussi, peut-eire) pour un mega-funeral a Westminster Abbey. 
Navy News a cotte exclusive information an avance de la 200 anitees regie, En 
2005 vous peuvez look II up dans les archlvs a Kew - Ed). 
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Draftv... Career Management 



Continuity trial starts with 
Warfare Branch ratings 



1 D nifty d reams up J. 
Conti nuityTricd ^ 
which offers you" 
a chance to stay 
with one ship^ 



“The Greeks did that... they chained you to the 
galley oars!” 


M CONTINUITY draft- 
ing trial which 
^^mstarts next year 
should help to ensure 
better career manage¬ 
ment for all ratings. 

If successful, the trial could 
have far reaching conse¬ 
quences for the way in which 
personnel business is conduct¬ 
ed in the future. 

The Naval Drafting Directorate 
D1 will be in charge of the pilot 
scheme which will have the 
Devonport-bascd Sixth Frigate 
Squadron as its focus, and will ini¬ 
tially be restricted to Warfare 
Department ratings at OMt and 
OM2 level. 

It will start in April 1999 and 
continue for a three-year 
period, with regular 
progress reviewsThe plan 
is to establish a drafting cell 
in Tyne Building where JRs 
involved in the trial can dis¬ 
cuss their drafts, courses 
and careers with represen¬ 
tatives of the Naval Drafting 
Directorate. 

Working in close liaison with 
squadron staff, the cell will make 
recommendations to D1 drafting 
section who will in turn carry out 
the actual drafting function, as 
happens at present. 

It is hoped that the trial will 
allow ratings to remain in the 
squadron and possibly the same 
ship for an extended period. 


It may also be possible to obtain 
other benefits from the trial, such 
as opportunities for ratings to 
accrue shore service which will 
allow them to take an extended 
shore draft at a later, mutually ben¬ 
eficial, time. 

This promises to be an exciting 
and innovative development and it 
is hoped that eventually everyone 
will be able to discuss their career 
progression and management with 
the Naval Drafting Directorate on 
an individual basis. 

The cell members will be WO 
Barry Cook and POWWTR Sally 
Williams. 


Personnel who are thinking of 
transferring to another branch 
should read Commodore Naval 
Drafting's six-month signal which 
ives clear guidance on which 
ranches and specialisations are 
open to transfers. 

From a career point of view it is 
worth looking carefully at the 
advancement rosters and job 
prospects of the branch that you 
want to transfer into. 

Many personnel, in their new 
Branch", can find their employment 
prospects and subsequent advance¬ 
ment more limited than in their old 
one. 




BRANC H TRA NSFERS 
Sideways entry 

IS NOT THAT SIMPLE 
READ AU ABOUT (T 
IN&R1066 
saysDtafti} 


“No open door for him - not even a cat f lap!” 


SITUATIONS VACANT 


THE FOLLOWING are 
details of jobs for which 
the Naval Drafting Service 
is seeking volunteers. 

CPO (any) at HMS 
Excellent: a shore billet based 
at Portsmouth, leadership 
training instructor, required 
January 99 for two years. 

CPO (any) at Newcastle 
URNU: a shore billet based at 
Gateshead, unit coxswain, 
required February 1999 for 
two years. 

PGMEM(L) in HMS Intrepid; 
a shore billet based at 
Portsmouth, normal 

POMEM(L) duties, required 
July 1999 for 30 months 
(accompanied). 


POMEM(L) at ACE SRGN, 
local foreign service based at 
Gibraltar, normal POMEM(L) 
duties, required July 1999 for 
30 months, 

LMEM(L) in HMS Fearless: a 
sea going billet based in 
Portsmouth, normal 

POMEMfL) duties, required 
May 1999 tor 30 months. 

IMEM(M) in HMS 
Invincible: a sea-going billet 
based in Portsmouth, normal 
LMEM(L) duties, required 
June 1999 for 30 months, 

MEM 1, MEM (M), MEM(L): 
Falklands-based sea-going 
billet in HMS Dumbarton 
Castle, AMC/MEMOC, required 
June 1999 for six months. 


Personnel should check the 
entry criteria for the branch 
which they want to transfer 
into. BR1066 details the 
minimum educational 
requirements, length of ser¬ 
vice requirement and any 
necessary aptitude tests 
that need to be achieved 
before a transfer can be 
approved. It is now a 
requirement to gain man¬ 
ning clearance before apply¬ 
ing for the aptitude test. 
Transfers arc considered by 
NDD under two categories: 

The first category is transfers 
into sideways entry branches. 

These are staffed by the relevant 
Branch Manager" in the 
Directorate of Naval Manning 
(DNM) who, taking into account 
the current and forecast manning 
levels of the specialisations 
involved, will decide the merits of 
each individual case. 

This decision is forwarded to 
NDD who then take the appropri¬ 
ate drafting action. 

Where approval is given, NDD 
has a period of up to 12 months in 
which to execute the transfer: 
allowing time for a relief to be 
identified and drafted. Examples 
of these Branches are Aircrewmun, 
Diver, LT, NA(AC') and PT 
The second category concerns 
transfers into Direct Entry branches. 


These are staffed within NDD 
by the relevant Drafting Sections. 
As with sideways entry transfers 
the wishes of the individual have to 
be balanced against the require¬ 
ments of holn the donor and 
receiver branches. 

Staff are all aware that there are 
many branches where the man¬ 
power shortfall make it virtually 
impossible to justify transfers out 
at the present time, a good exam¬ 
ple being the Warfare Branch 
(General Service). Once again, if 
approved, NDD has L2 months in 
which to complete the transfer. 

In the present taut manpow¬ 
er situation the need for 
good communication 
between ships, shore estab¬ 
lishments and the Naval 
Drafting Directorate has 
become more important 
than ever. 

The Drafting Desk can only 
respond to the latest information 
C230S and C24tfs. This is the only 
information held on staff and fre¬ 
quently they do not reflect their 
current personal circumstances. 
All personnel should check to 
make sure that their C23Qs reflect 
what they really want. 

Remember a C230 remains in 
force until it is superseded, whilst a 
C240 automatically expires after 
two years. 


The team 

The Warfare and 
Operations Drafting 
Division contact exten¬ 
sions at Centurion 
Building are; 

Drafting Commander 
and WO Appointer: Cdr S J 
J Haiti ext 2494. 

Office manager and 
assistant to Cdr: POWWTR 
K J Plummer ext 2497, 

Admin Assistant: Mrs J 
L Attewell ext 2497. 

Drafting Officer for 
(R)(M)(AW)(WA)(AWW)(AW 
T): Lt Cdr G D Palmer ext 
2457 

POWWTR L Morgan 
(M)(R)senior rates, (WA)all 
rates 2459. 

LWWTR J L Stocks: 
OM(AW)1, ext 2450 

LWTR B Saunders: 
(M)(R)junior rates, ext 
2459. 

WWTR K A Broadbent: 
OM{ A W) 2, LO M( AWW){ AW 
T) ext 2450. 

Drafting Officer for 
(UW)(S)(fWHMW)(D)(SEA) 
(SR): Lt Cdr D R Long ext 
2454, 

POWWTR YY Anderson: 
AM Senior Rates, ext 2151. 

LWWTR D Hatliday: 
(UW)(S)(SR)Junior Rates, 
ext 2441. 

LWWTR E Jordan: (EW) 
(D) (SEA) Junior Rates, ext 
2441. 

WTR J Leeson; 
(MW)Junior Rates, ext 
2441, 

Drafting Officer for 
(Comms,CT,Tels,OM(C)an 
dWEMs): Lt Cdr R F Villier 
ext 2452. 

COMMS Desk: POWTR S 
Docherty, all Senior Rates, 
ext 2498. 

LWTR R J Lewis: all 
Junior Rates, ext 2442. 

I WEMSdesk: 

POWWTR K J Plummer, alt 
Senior Rates and WEM(R), 
ext 2497. 

LWTR P A Lindley: all 
WEM(O) ext 2511.WEM(R) 
J Short: ext 2529, 

The fax number tor NMA 
Gosport FAX is 2449. As of 
1/4/99, Tyne Building at 
Devonport will be the 
office for the Continuity 
Drafting Trial team, WO(R) 
B Cooke and POWWTR S 
Williams. Their telephone 
numbers have yet to be 
confirmed. 



Training takes a leap forward 


A ROBOT teacher has joined a Royal 
Navy ship to train officers and rat¬ 
ings in a wide range of subjects. 

The shipborne “robot" - actually a computer 
system providing an Interactive Learning 
Facility (ILF) - has been installed as a trial in 
the Type 23 frigate HMS Iron Duke. 

In January, when I he ship leaves for a six- 
month deployment to the Mediterranean, she 
will take with her a comprehensive selection 
of training modules ranging from foreign lan¬ 
guage instruction to courses in management, 
finance, personnel, health and safety, and 
computing. 

They will be available to all ISO of the ship s 
company 24 hours a day, and if the trial is suc¬ 
cessful it is hoped to instal ILFs in every ship 
in the Fleet. 

Packages on numeracy are also being test¬ 
ed in line with the commitment embodied in 
the Strategic Defence Review that all mem¬ 
bers of the Armed Services should reach at 
least NVG Level 2 standard. 

Installation has been arranged by Defence 
Management Training, and on board the facili¬ 
ty is managed by RS Jeffrey Westgarth, who 
has found that people are keen to use it. 

‘ Since the system was installed we have 
been booking around ten one-hour slots a 
day," he said. 



• COMPUTER TEACHER: QM(AW) Dave Fewelf using the Interactive Learning 
Facitity on trial in HMS Iron Duke . 
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No 515 



• H-boaf - the grey HMS Roebuck displays 
her new number 



Roebuck 
tests new 
concept 


Old name proves popular 


opt 

through the years - the first oft he 16 ves¬ 
sels so-called appeared when a flyboat 
was bought from fne Dutch in 1585. 

The second, a ten-gunner, was lost in a 
collision in 1641, and the third was cap¬ 
tured during the Civil War and sold in 1651, 
The fourth Roebuck was sold in 1668, 
the fifth in 1683, and the sixth was sunk in 
1696 as a foundation in Portsmouth, 

The seventh foundered in 1701 and her 
successor became a breakwater in 1743. 


The ninth, a fifth-rate, was sold In 1764 
and the tenth, a troopship and hospital 
ship among other things, was broken up in 
1811. The eleventh was sold in 1864, and 
the twelfth, a 1901 destroyer, went in 1919. 

Number 13 was ''launched” by a near- 
miss bomb in 1942, and converted to a 
frigate, being sold in 1966. 

The current Roebuck is number 14 - but 
two others existed, a requisitioned World 
War One minesweeper and a World War II 
balloon vessel. 


Facts and figures 


Class: Coastal 
Survey Vessel 
Builder: Brooke 
Marine, Lowestoft 
Commissioned: 
Octobers, 1986 
Displacement: 

1 1 477 tonnes 
Length: 63,9 
metres 

Beam: 13 metres 
Draught: 4 metres 
Speed: 14 knots 


Range: 4,000 miles 
at 10kt 

Complement: 46 

(including six offi¬ 
cers) 

Machinery: Four 
Mirrfees Blackstone 
ESL8 Mkl diesels, 
two shafts, control- 
fable pitch propellers 
Radars: Navigation: 
Racal Decca 16160 
ARPA: l-band 


COASTAL survey vessel HMS 
Roebuck is reaching a mile¬ 
stone in her career - by next 
month she should have 
steamed the equivalent to ten 
times around the world. 

Many of those miles have been 
clock eel up in the last year, as 
Roebuck participated m three 
major NATO exercises developing 
the concept of Rapid Environ¬ 
mental Assessment (REA), 

REA is designed to provide 
accurate environmental informa¬ 
tion in preparation for an amphibi¬ 
ous landing or evacuation of per¬ 
sonnel, taking in the atmosphere, 
sea conditions, sea-bed and beach. 

The 1,477-tonne ship - ihe only 
one of her class - started with 
Rapid Response "97 and "98, fol¬ 
lowed by Strong Resolve, which 
put REA theoiy into practice. 

This gave the ship's company 
the chance to visit several coun¬ 
tries, including Greece, Spain and 
Portugal. Roebuck was believed to 
be the first RN ship to visit Seville 
for 13 years. 

Roebuck, the largest of the 
Navy’s three coastal survey vessels, 


then undertook a spell of opera¬ 
tional sea training from Faslane 
and surveying north of Rona. 

The calm, sunny weather in the 
north contrasted with conditions 
during Operation Intimate, a 
French-run exercise to gather data 
from the Bay of Biscay which coin¬ 
cided with poor weather, making 
the recovery of heavy sonar buoys 
somewhat challenging. 

Roebuck now returns to more 
traditional surveying in the North 
Sea and Irish Sea, with a refit due 
at the end of 1999, 

■ Mapping out a bright 
future - see centre pages 


AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 24 



A Fairey Swordfish of the RN Historic 
Flight over the River Humber 


Fairey Swordfish 


qu 

Fairey Swordfish has the distinction of 
being Britain's most famous Naval air¬ 
craft. 

Although obsolete by the time World War 11 
began - it was known to one and all as the 
Stnngbag - the aircraft's ruggedness and reli¬ 
ability helped to maintain it in the front line 
from the very start of the war in 1939 to almost 
the last day. 

Swordfish shared the glory of victory in 
some of the Royal Navy’s best remembered 
battles and campaigns: at Narvik they spotted 
for HMS Warspite’s guns, at Matapan they fatal¬ 
ly disabled the Italian cruiser Poia» 

Their torpedoes crippled the German battle¬ 
ship Bismarck, putting her within reach of the 
Navy's big-gun ships, and they made an hero¬ 
ic but vain attack on the battlecruisers 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau in an attempt to 
prevent their escape from Brest. 

For that, the Commanding Officer of 625 
Naval Air Squadron, Lt Cdr Eugene Esmonde, 
was awarded a posthumous VC. 

But the Swordfish's most memorable victory 
came on November 11, 1940, when aircraft of 
813 815, 819, and 824 Squadrons flying from 
HMS Illustrious dealt the Italian fleet a devas¬ 
tating btow at Taranto, crippling three battle¬ 
ships and damaging a cruiser and two destroy¬ 
ers. It was the first time that a whole fleet had 
been put out of action solely by an air strike - 
a tactic copied by the Japanese just over a 
year later. 

Individual battles apart, Swordfish flew from 
shore bases, escort carriers and merchant air¬ 
craft carriers (MAC ships) to combat U-boats 


ranged against convoys in the Atlantic and 
Arctic. 

They proved a valuable weapon in the war 
against the submarine, taking part in the 
destruction of 12 of them, using bombs, depth 
charges and rockets. In all, between 1939 and 
1945, Swordfish were responsible for sinking 
350,000 tons of enemy shipping. 

The Stringbag* was developed from an 
experimental aircraft produced by Fairey in 
1933, and began entering Naval service at 
Gosport in 1937, replacing the older Fairey 
Seals and Blackburn Sharks. 

At the outbreak of the war there were 12 
Squadrons equipped with Swordfish - and 
there were still nine at the beginning of 1945. 
They were involved in action right up to VE-Day 
- the last Swordfish attack being delivered 
against a German midget submarine by a 
Belgian-based Stringbag of 119 Squadron 
RAF (Two front-line RAF squadrons operated 
Swordfish, the other being 202 Squadron flying 
Swordfish floatplanes from Gibraltar), 

The last operational flight by a Swordfish 
took place on June 28, 1945, when it was 
launched from the MAC ship Empire Mackay. 
However, the Navy's last biplanes continued in 
training and miscellaneous roles in decreasing 
numbers until 1953. 

The Fairey Swordfish was powered by a 
69Ghp Pegasus HIM or 750hp Pegasus XXX 
engine, giving a maximum speed of 139mph. 
Climb rate was 10 minutes to 5,000ft and max¬ 
imum range was 1,030 miles (546 miles with an 
18in. torpedo). Armament comprised one fixed 
machine gun firing forward and one MG in the 
rear cockpit. 


1 BATTLE HONOURS [ 

Armada ......... 

.1588 

Cadiz .. 

....1596 

Portland. 

-......,.1653 

Gabbard .. 

.1653 

Barfleur . 

.1692 

Velez Malaga .. 

.1704 

Cape Passero . 

.1718 

Martinique .......... 

.1794 

Egypt -. 

China ................... 

..1801 

..I860 

Sabang ...... 

..1944 

Burma .. 

..... 1944-5 



WE WONT 
LEAVE YOU 
ADMIT 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, 
Royal Marines and their dependants. 

Established in 1922, the RNBT has helped about half 
a million Naval people and their families over the 
years. Today, the RNBT gives almost £2 million each 
year to meet a wide variety of needs and provides a 
residential home for old Sailors and Royal Marines. 

For more information or advice please call: 

01705 660296 


The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, 
Castaway House, 311 Twyford 
Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8PE 



THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 
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Letters 




They also 
served ... 

REFERENCE B. Swift’s ‘1 Was 
An HO" (July issue), in October 
1941 ] saw 104 men muster for ser¬ 
vice in the Royal Marines, 
unaware that prior to entering 
Eastney Barracks they had been 
selected to man No2 Naval AA 
Fort. 

Commissioned in June 1942 
they destroyed several enemy air¬ 
craft and many V-ls, They experi¬ 
enced bombing attacks by enemy 
and friendly aircraft. Allied ships 
sunk by mines, the loss of a ship¬ 
mate overboard and heavy seas 
which smashed away lhe Dolphin 
complete with Lister engine. 

No beer, no skittles, no cam¬ 
paign medals - just ticklers, a tot 
and a few Naval tifiles about - but 


Jenkins' ear 
for genesis of 
new carriers 


they still served at sea, under the 

White Ensign aboard one of HM READING the August article on the pext generation carrier reminded me of the genesis 
ships, - A.Sroith, Eastbourne. of the Invincible-class which occurred when I was doing a stint in the MOD Central Staffs. 


St Helena 
tickets 

THE ARTICLE Recruiting arm 
reaches as far as St Helena* 
(August issue) implies that these 
were the first to be recruited from 
the island, 

I joined Ganges on September 
4, 1956 and one of my classmates 
was Daniel Joshua", from St 
Helena. 

I lost contact with Danny when 
1 left Ganges in October, 1957, so 
1 have no idea how his career 
developed. Stilt reading Navy 
News after all these years! - 
B.S.White, Northampton. 

Tsar turn 
was first 

WHILST 1 would agree with Mr 
Leathes that Vindictive was the 
first British aircraft carrier in the 
Baltic, she was not the first of all 

This honour would seem to 
belong to the Russian Ortitza, 
built at Dundee in 1903 and com¬ 
missioned at St Petersburg in 
February. 1915. 

She carried between four and 
19 aircraft and operated in the 
Gulf of Riga up to 1917, (Source 
R.D. Layman. Before the Aire raft 
Carrier Conway). - D.K.Brown, 
Bath. 


The class was not, of course, 
originally conceived as being a 
thro ugh-deck carrier. In the 
late 1960s the Navy Dept drew 
up a draft operational require¬ 
ment for a command and con- 
trol/anti-suhmarine cruiser. 
This had a flight deck only on 
the rear half of the ship, was to 
operate about eight anti-sub¬ 
marine helicopters and possi¬ 
bly tow a large sonar array. 

However, the MOD’S 
Operational Requirements 
Committee (chaired bv an Air 
Marshal) invited the Navy Dept to 
submit two designs for its consid¬ 
eration - the original draft 
requirement and another version 
which was to have "a deck which 
ran the length of the ship". 

The aim was to permit extra 
helicopters and enable the opera¬ 
tion of RAF/VSTQL aircraft in 
some future contingency. The 
Navy Dept responded rapidly and 
the ORC endorsed the full deck 
version. I believe it was around 
this time that the ship began to be 
known as a through deck cruiser. 

I recall seeing a copy of the sub¬ 
mission to the Treasury following 
consideration by the Chancellor 
(Roy Jenkins). He had written 
"‘Approved. But this is not to be 
taken as agreement for purchase 
of Harriers by the Royal Navy 11 

Soon afterwards the 
Government changed and the rest 
of the stotv is well known. - Wing 
Cdr D.A.Cooper, Farnham 
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Brum buzzed 
as she blew 
back from 
Quebec 


IN The Time of Your Lives in July you featured HMS Birmingham 
in Quebec in 1958-1 was with her on that trip as advance party for 
the recommissioning. 


She was a grand old lady and I 
was very pleased to have been 
drafted to what was probably the 
happiest ship of the time. 

The sequel to the photograph is 
that we had gone to Quebec in a 
hurry when it was realised there 
was ping to lie a celebration with 
the French and American navies 
in attendance hut no RN ships in 
sight. As we were in Scotland at 
the time it was decided to send us. 

Whilst we were there, the pow¬ 
ers that be suddenly realised that 
we were due hack to recommis¬ 
sion and for us to get into 
Chatham basin it had to be on the 
high tide, to get through the lock. 

Time was running out. It was 
decided to do a fast run, but fuel 
was the problem. We were fuelled 
in Quebec to 95 per cent, then 
steamed down the St Lawrence to 
be met by a tanker from the RCN. 
We were then topped up to HM) 
per cent fuel - we dreaded a rob 
for the first day until five per cent 
was taken out of each tank, but no 
spillage occurred. 

As soon as we took our leave of 
the tanker, we increased to 27/28 
knots. The whole ship buzzed. 
Without a hitch we crossed the 
Atlantic, maintaining speed up 
the Channel and around North 
Foreland and reduced gradually 
to be ‘on time' at the locks to lock 
in and pass into the basin. 


The only sign of our fast trip 
was two very brown funnels - but 
we were down to the last drop of 
oil* - L.Q.ToghHI, Purbrook, 
Hants. 

Last out 
of Haifa 

AS AN ex-Ganges boy now serv¬ 
ing in the RoyalAustralian Navy, I 
look forward to receiving "my 
copies of Navy News. 

I noted with interest the article 
by R.Turner of Bournemouth and 
his account of HMS Striker and 
the evacuation of 40 Cdo Royal 
Marines from Haifa in June 1948 
(July issue). 

Enclosed was a hand-written 
note: 

H l was the last British 
Serviceman off shore after the 
High Commissioner and his flag 
party, with the Union Jack, 

“We went astern off the beach 
and Sgt Dodds went under the hull 
to check for limpets before we 
steamed out of the harbour. n 

The note was written by the 
then 19-year-old Mne John 
Evison, given the (ask of covering 
their withdrawal with a Bren gun. 
He now lives in retirement in 
Exeter. - CPOCSM S.J.Evison, 
RAN, Hoppers Crossing, Victoria. 


Hornblower 


gave me my 
moment of 
stardom 


SEEING your recent articles on the new Hornblower TV 
series reminded me of when I was in RNB at Portsmouth 
waiting for a sea draft and the drafting CPO asked me if I 
would like to do a bit of filming at the dockyard. 


As 1 was bored out of my 
mind I said yes and he told me 
to join a group of about 30 
mixed branch men and off we 
marched. 

On arrival we found that a film 
crew was filming Captain 
Hornblower, RN and we thought we 
would see the stars, Gregory Peck 
and Virginia Mayo. But they didnT 
appear - all they got was us, 
dressed up as a squad of 18th cen¬ 
tury Marines in shakos etc, march¬ 
ing" across in front of HMS Victory. 

If we did it once, we did it about 


50 limes until the director was at 
last satisfied. Anyway, we had a 
good dinner from the caterer’s car¬ 
avan and they gave us £10 each so 
we had a good day. 

When the film came out I told 
all my relatives and we wenl to the 
local cinema to see it. My bit lasted 
about five seconds. I often wonder 
what it must have cost the compa¬ 
ny for that one little shoi. Anyway, 
when it came on the TV here 
recently I videotaped it, so now 
I’ve got my one day of him star¬ 
dom" to keep! - N.W.Gerhard, 
Armadale, W Australia. 



• The Australian corvettes memorial. Garden Island, 
Sydney ; featuring HMAS Fremantle. 

Bathursts well 
remembered 


IT MAY not be known to many members of the Flower Class 
Corvette Association that in World War II the Royal 
Australian Navy manned 56 corvettes, built in Australian 
dockyards. 

Of a similar size to our own Flower-class, the Australian 
Bathurst-class (named after their provincial towns as were 
all the Canadian corvettes of this class) outnumbered by 5 
to 3 all other warships of the RAN, 

Initially conceived as minesweepers, the Bathursts often 
carried out similar convoying tasks to those of our Flowers 
- but they also surveyed the uncharted waters around the 
islands of the South Seas, bombarded Japanese positions, 
towed stranded merchantmen, ferried raiding parties and 
landed spies. 

Likewise armed with 4-inch gun, Gerlikons and depth* 
charges, their one significant difference was that they were 
driven by twin propellers. One third of all Australian sailors i 
served in them - and they were all young, so that national 
corvette reunions, held successively In their major cities, 
are still as welt attended as ours. 

The memory of their ships is certainly as well, it not more 
cherished nationally. Two Australian corvettes are pre¬ 
served as museum pieces, HMAS Castlemaine in Victoria 
and HMAS Whyalla in Soulh Australia. 

The RAN chapel on Garden Island, Sydney, has a particu¬ 
larly striking stained glass surround to the main door, com¬ 
memorating the name of every corvette. My wife and I were 
shown this and other stunning testimonials lo a eounttys 
gratitude by Ern Pesk, Vice President of the RAN Corvettes 
Association of New South Wales. - P.Coy. Sherborne. , 







































CUISINE OF RENOWN - AND NOT A BURGER IN SIGHT! 


AS A former Supply Assistant, I read with interest Stefan ie 
Coombs' Interview with Chief Chef Ian West In HMS Fearless 
(September issue), 

I have a copy of a General Mess Menu for my old ship HMS 
Renown tor the week ending March 17, 1945. At that time she 
was based at Trincomalee with the East indies Fleet. 

The food on offer includes such delights as Assorted Tinned 
Fish and Bacon and Bubbie & Squeak (for breakfast), Boiled 
Beef, Gravy Soup, Tinned Sausages and Roast Hearts. 

Not a burger in sight - and chips only oncel - R.W.Deakm, 
Solihull 

CHIEF West brought back wonderful memories of 4 Cheesy 
Hammy Eggy Topside' in HMS Victorious when I was a young 
clackermechanlc (chef) back in 1960. 

We used to serve a similar dish, although it was usually toast 
with piped potato around the edge and filled up with whatever 
we had left from breakfast - spaghetti, baked beans, sausage 
split in half and then covered with melted cheese and a fried 
*99 

My regards to Tugg Willson - I seem to recollect It was one 
of his favourite meals I 

Nice to know that chefs are officially called chefs now. Are 
they still called by some of the other dubious labels we used to 
get - ‘Manipulator of Duffology’, ‘Slosh*, Trained Kilter', 'Pot 
Dodger' and so on? - GX.Allison, Goole. 

• HMS Renown in her warpaint, inset: HMS Victorious in 1962. 


In a flap 
over flag 
called 
Jack... 


I REFER to the article m your May edition by Car Bruce 
Nicolls about our country's flag. I am sorry to see that he 
is perpetuating the incorrect name for it 


In its present form it origi¬ 
nated in 1801 by the union of 
England, Scotland and Ireland 

- hence the Union Flag, Only 
when flown from the jackstarf 
of a Royal Naval ship at anchor 
is it a Union Jack. It is not 
known exactly when, but 
unfortunately this latter name 
passed into the vernacular, 
although official documents 
and bodies used and still use 
the correct term. 

On July 14 1908 the Earl of 
Crewe on behalf of HM 
Government in the House of Lords 
said the Union Jack should be 
regarded as the national flag of the 
country. This was obviously an error 

- possibly he was not adequately 
briefed by his civil servants or he 
made a slip of the tongue, because 
all Government documents refer to 
the Union Flag. Even recently when 
the instruction went out that it 
should be flown over Buckingham 
Palace when the Queen was not in 
residence. 

In addition, the Seamanship 
Manual, the BBC, quality newspa¬ 
pers and the Scout Movement, 
founded in 1908, all use the correct 
name. 

Interestingly, Cdr Nicolls* oppo¬ 
site number in Australia, John 
Vaughan, the president of the 
Australian National Flag 
Association, also maintains that it is 
incorrect to call the British national 
flag anything other than the Union 
Flag. - L.D.Roland, Wokingham. 

Cdr Nicolts replies: 

Britain's national flag, the Union 
Hag, b popularly and quite accept¬ 
ably known as the Union Jack. 
There are some who hold that this 
name should only be used for the 
flag when flying in the bows of Her 
Majesty's ships, but this is a modem 
view, not supported by the histori¬ 


cal facts. It could, perhaps, be 
described as an early example of 
political correctness. 

When the "British* flag was intro¬ 
duced in 1606 for use at sea it was 
Down at the main masthead, but by 
1627 it had become the custom to 
fly a smaller version of the flag from 
the mast on the bowsprit. At that 
time the word "jack" could mean 
small (it can still have the same 
meaning today) and this smaller 
flag was called a jack. The name did 
not describe the position in which 
the flag was flown, only its size, and 
over the years the term Union Jack 
was adopted wherever it was flown. 
It became the accepted name for 
the flag. 

Even Royal Proclamations and 
Admiralty Instructions described 
the Union Flag as the Union Jack 
whatever its use. In Naval ensigns, 
in the pilot jack and other jacks of 
which the Union Flag formed a 
pan, and when used as a signal flag, 
the Union Flag was described as the 
Union Jack. 

In 1900 the Wfcr Office for¬ 
malised the design of the Union 
Flag as used in regimental colours 
with significant differences in pro¬ 
portions and detailed design from 
the Naval pattern. The name Union 
Jack then served well to differenti¬ 
ate between the one flown at sea, 
and by government and citizens 
ashore, and the Army version. In 
1902 the Admiralty approved the 
general use of the term Union Jack 
for the naval pattern of the flag. 

In 1908 a question was asked in 
Parliament as to whether citizens 
were authorised to fly the "Union 
Jack*. The reply was that: The 
Union Jack should be regarded as 
the National flag, and it undoubted¬ 
ly may be flown on land by all His 
Majesty's subjects." So it was that 
Parliament established the Union 
Jack as the national flag and 
approved the use of this name for 
the flag. 



High wire 
monkey 

ANOTHER animal story to add to 
the recent spate. During our six 
months extensive refit, nigh and 
dry in Taikoo Dockyard. Hong 
Kong in 1937, crew members of 
HM submarine Phoenix were bil¬ 
leted on the ground floor of a 
codown. The first floor was the 
home of Capt Thirlwdl, the local 
tugmaster, whose nanny goat was 
tethered outside adjacent to our 
living quarters. 

Wfc, on arrival, had inherited a 
female monkey and our senior 
three-badge AB became, by unan¬ 
imous approval, the monkey min¬ 
der wiln whom she formed a 
strong attachment. 

Initially, she was allowed the 
freedom of our living quarters, but 
one day, in the absence of her min¬ 
der, she proved to be a disaster, 
raiding ditty boxes and 
tearing/chewing anything she 
could lay her paws on. 

We provided her with a bed on 
lop of one of the lockers, and to 
keep her out of further mischief 
kept her on a lead about two yards 
long. Unfortunately, on tiptoe she 
could just manage to reach the 
lighting cable which ran the length 
of the godown, and by some mon¬ 
key intuition was able to remove 
one of the bulbs, thrusting her paw 
into the empty socket. 

This was fine when the circuit 
was switched off, but on more than 
one occasion she screeched loudly 
on receiving a shock. 

Her minder would frequently 
take Minnie for exercise outside 
the godown where she loved to 
play with the Thirwell goat, leap¬ 
ing on and off her back. In return, 
the goat would endeavour, without 
success, to pin Minnie with her 
horns. 

At the end of our period in 
Thikoo we were forced to give 
Minnie a draft chit to an Army 
depot over in Kowloon. 

The last report indicated that 
on the third day of her new 
appointment her new minders 
were still trying to entice her down 
from a tree. She obviously pre¬ 
ferred living with members of the 
Senior Service. - G.Pickup. 
Portsmouth. 
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PUZZLED BY 
HOUSING 
MARKET? 

Arming ton Homes has 
all the answers! 

We have 2, 3 and 
4 bedroom ex-MoD houses, 
together with some larger 
units, in locations throughout 
England and Wales. 

offer former and serving members of 
the forces, preview information and 
special MoD~approved 
military discounts. 

For further information 
and to register your 
interest, please telephone 
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Foxy's battle 
for Waterloo 

FORMER Navy killfck Ian 
Fowler has won the latest 
battle for Waterloo, 

The ex-sparker stood for 
election In the aptly-named 
Waterloo constituency of 
Blackpool in a local by-elec¬ 
tion and defeated all comers. 

Mr Fowler, known as Foxy to 
his friends in the Submarine 
Service, sailed in HMS Otter, 
Opportune, Oracle, Onslaught, 
Porpoise and Sealion before 
spending two years in Hong 
Kong, He left the Navy after 26 
years in 1992 and is now a 
qualified chiropodist. 



• Waterloo campaigner lan 
Fowler from Blackpool. 


Infectious 

enthusiasm 

HMS CUMBERLAND'S 
POMA Darren Parker has 
been presented with the Sick 
Berth Petty Officer's 
Efficiency Medal. 

He was recommended for the 
honour, for among other things, 
setting up an exceptional medical 
department, his expertise, caring 
and genial personality, boundless 
energy, and the infectious passion 
he has for his work! 




• PO Linda Cooper and father John show off the three medals 


Linda keeps up 
family tradition 

PO LINDA COOPER kept up a proud tradition by 
becoming the third generation of her family to receive 
the Navy*s Long Service and Good Conduct Medal. 

The 33-year-oid from HMS Drake adds her medal to 
those won by her father John and grandfather Norman, 

John Cooper was a Chief Artificer who served from 
1954 to 1977 and Norman Cooper was a Chief Yeoman, 
serving from 1926 to 1945 before being killed at the 
young age of 33* 

Linda said: "Dad was overjoyed when I chose a career 
in the Navy and he was very proud when I received my 
medal. 


Mike's memory 
is world class 


M ike tipper »$ 

celebrating a 
superb result in 
the World Memory 
Championships. 

The Lt Cdr from the Ships 
Support Agency is officially 
the World’s number two after 
coming second at this year's 
event* held during the Mind 
Sports Olympiad in London. 

Mike performed some stagger¬ 
ing feats during the competition. 

This included memorising 
the sequence of nine packs 
of cards in an hour, a whole 
pack In 2 minutes 49 sec¬ 
onds, and 996 binary num¬ 
bers In an hour. 

He first encountered memory 
techniques on a course at HMS 
Collingwood but it was when be 
learned about a technique known 
as mind mapping five or six years 
ago that he became really inter¬ 
ested. 

Curiosity led him to help out at 
the 1996 world championships 
and when be entered in 1997 fie 
came fifth. 



Double wedding at St Anne's 

TWO SISTERS from Portsmouth married their Navy 
sweethearts in a double wedding at St Annes Church in 
the Historic Dockyard. 

Sarah Curtis (22) married HMS Cardiff's Leading Electrician 
Paul Hamvey and sister Kelly (20) married HMS Nelson chef 
Jamie Rowles. It is believed to be the first double wedding in 
the church for 25 


Climbing 
the ladder 
of success 


AN ATTEMPT on the World 
ladder climbing record led 
to a commendation for 
Gibraltar Provost's LREG 
Mac McCaffrey 

He organised the attempt 
which saw a team scale over 
44km in a 24-hour period, rais¬ 
ing over £2,500 for charity in 
the process. 

The commendation was j 
sented by Commodore 
Taylor, Commander Britf) 
Forces Gibraltar, 


• WORLD'S NUMBER 
TWO: L t Cdr Mike Tipper 

This year, Mike did not have 
the time required to attempt to 
win the championship, but set 
himself the goal of coming sec¬ 
ond, and out-performed all con¬ 
testants except the eventual win¬ 
ner, Andy Bell. 

"It's all technique and not nat¬ 
ural ability and the concentration 
and speed required comes with 
practice' 1 said Mike modestly. 


"I didn’t have the time to go 
for first place this year, but I 
achieved my goal of coming sec¬ 
ond. 

"Hopefully, though, the curve 
is still on the way up, and I have 
the championship in my sights for 
next year." 

Many of the techniques that 
Mike uses are described in Use 
Your Head by Tony Buzan (BBC 
Books) and How To Develop a 
Perfect Memory by former World 
Champion Dominic O'Brien 
(Headline). 

“I'd recommend the first book 
to anyone undertaking a course 
of study and the second to people 
interested in memory com peti¬ 
tion" said Mike. 

“And anyone who thinks what 
I'm doing is sad, should still give 
these books to their kids. 

*Use Your Head starts with a 
true stOTy of a student who used 

these techniques to go from aver* A ^ 

age O level results to a first class • COMMENDED: Gibraltar 
honours degree at Oxford.” Provosf's LREG McCaffrey 

Cromer’s family day 
is good for relations 

A FAMILY day on HMS Cromer helped to foster excellent 
relations with the visitors who boarded her on the Clyde. 

The ship exercised with HMS Walney, conducting man over 
board drills, ship manoeuvres, minehunting and diving demon¬ 
strations and held a buffet on board while at anchor. 

Children enjoyed a chocolate and treasure hunt and families 
were given a guided tour of the ship. Cromer has deployed with 
Standing Naval Force Channel but will be home for Christmas. 



In brief 


Birmingham 

homecoming 

FOUR men from HMS 
Birmingham's galley had a 
West Midlands homecoming 
during a visit to England's 
second city. 

CPO Caddick, PO Howard, 
LCH Gaunt and CH Keane all 
originate from the 
Birmingham area and were 
particularly happy to be visit¬ 
ing the city after the ship 
berthed at Avonmouth, 

The ship hosted a recep¬ 
tion for VIP visitors including 
the Lord Mayors of Bristol 
and Birmingham and con¬ 
ducted numerous tours for 
local schools, Sea Cadets 
and Royal Navel 
Associations. 

The ship also sent repre¬ 
sentatives to Birmingham to 
visit her affiliations, which 
include Acorns Children's 
Hospice, Heartlands Hospital 
and the Bass-owned Mitchell 
and Butlers Brewery, 

Hanging up 
his satchel 

NAVY pensioner Terry Tyacke 
from Trowbridge is giving up 
studying - after passing his 25llt 

A level! 


Mr Tyacke (72), who is in the 
Guinness Book of Records as 
the holder of the most A levels, 
started studying 26 years ago and 
has also accumulated 16 O lev¬ 
els. His school was bombed m 
the Blitz and he had not passed 
any exams until 1972. 

Denis is still 
a high flyer 

ANOTHER record-breaking 
Navy pensioner is hlgh*ftylag 
Denis Brooks from Fevenll. 

At 70, ho has become Hut 
oldest person to qualify for a 
private pilot's licence from 
Plymouth School of Flying. 

Denis, who started flying 
when his wife Barbara 
bought him a trial lesson as a 
birthday present, told the 
Plymouth Herald: "It has 
totally changed my fife. 

“I feel so much younger 
and have a happier outlook 
on life. When I m up there I 
don't want to come down” 




TO ORDER PLEASE WRITE TG:- 

CAPTAIN PLANKS’TREASURE CHEST 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P013HH 

Please allow 28 days for delivery 

Cheques lo accompany orders made payable to 
Navy News . For orders outside UK. payment can 
be made by cheque international money order in 
t sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or lor payment 
by credit cord switch (UK or abroad) please use 
the coupon on page 4 
Credil Cards only accepted on orders over £5 
(all prices mdude p&p) 


CALLING ALL PARENTS AND 
GRANDPARENTS! 


O CBPMM OOPWW QHipgO 

Ert Ww CofftDfer oi MM90 1 


Wooden Jigsaw 

£12,65 

Nylon Beg 

£6.50 

Pencil caee 

£2.99 

Pen 

£0.55 


mm 

Ruler 

£0,75 

Pencil case with:- 

pen r pencil, ruler 

iA.DC 

'Finger puppets 

£2.45 


Folding hairbrush £2.25 
(with mirror) 

Ripper wffltate £1.75 

Reflective badge £1,50 

smmm 

Crab £4.29 

Oyster £3.55 

Torch £1,60 

(includes batteries! 



• SPECIAL GUEST: Ex-RN Quartermaster Jack Rowels from Norwich r pictured above with Cromer's 
CO t Lt Cdr David Turner . Mr Powets son Terry bought a day at sea In HMS Cromer for his father m 4 
charity auction on Radio Broadfands . 
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FREE WORLDWIDE DELIVERY 


GREAT CLOTHING SECTION 


LEADING BRANDS THROUGHOUT 


CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE 


Phone 

(0)345 023753 

for your 
FREE copy 


TWO MOUNTAIN BfKfS TO Bf WON! 

Simply answer the following two questions by looking into our new 
348 page catalogue, brimming with great shopping ideas for Chrisima-v 
Question I: How many bicycles are shown between pages 284 and 297? 

Question 2: How much is the Select Special 28” TV shown on page 237? 

Write your answers down on the back of a postcard or envelope and together with your own name, 
address and daytime telephone number, send it to: 

CCM Design & Print Management, FREEPOST (SCE6531), Amesbury SP4 7SL 

Compeliiion is open to nil members of HM Forces, attached civilians and [heir families. 

Competition closes 8 January 1999. Draw will be made on 15 January 1999 Winners will be notified by pest. 


, Si j ;« 3 x 


• Fteur Rutherford presents the Rutherford Memorial Trophy it to 
the first winner, HMS Coftingwood's Weapon Engineering 
Apprentice Rory Cany. 


During the expedition, the team 
kept in touch with the UK by using 
a satellite mobile telephone 
loaned by HORM, wilh a solar 
panel to recharge its batteries. 

The Back River was named 
after Royal Navy Officer George 
Back who explored the river in 
1834 in an attempt to find the 
missing crew of a previous expedi¬ 
tion. 

Another group set out in 1855 
in search of Franklin’s doomed 
North West Passage expedition. 
They found no survivors, but dis¬ 
covered five shallow graves close 
to where Back entered the Arctic 
Ocean. 


• Lt Paul Rowlands and Capt Mark Gittoes in the 17-ft canoe they used for their 700-mile voyage down 
the Back Riven though the North West Territories of Canada to the Arctic Ocean. 


T WO NAVY canoeists 
have conquered one 
of the most remote 
rivers in the World. 

Li Paul Rowland and Cap! 
Mark Gittoes (RM) survived a 
700-mile voyage through the 
wilderness of North West 
Canada to the Arctic Ocean. 

Their team, which included 
RAF Chief Technician Brian 
Thompson and the Army’s Capt 
Tom Jeffries, Maj Steve White and 
Sgt Roh Oliver arc the first Britons 
to paddle Ihe entire length of the 
Back River. 

Expedition members were cho¬ 
sen from over 300 applicants and 
their achievement is so rare that 
more people can claim to have 
reached tne summit of Mount 
Everest. 


By Dominic Blake 


Their seven-week 


look 


:k voyage l 
them through 80 sets of rapids 
which are mostly uncharted and 
have wave trains up to 20 feel high. 
And as the expedition was entirely 
unsupported, the team had to 


' Capfafn Mark Gittoes , RM 


carry all food and equipment in 
their three 17-ft long canoes, sup¬ 
plementing rations by catching fish 
on the way. 

The team used a Twin Otter 
Floatplane to reach ihe source of 
the river and started paddling ten 
miles South of Lake Sussex, 230 
miles North East of ihe nearest 
settlement, Yellowknife, 

From there, Ihe river look them 
ever further from civilisation 
through the Barrenlands. inside 
the Arctic Circle and finally to the 
Chantry Inlet of the Arctic Ocean, 

Captain Gittoes said: “If 
was an incredible founey 
mainly because it went so 
well. The planning, the 
preparation and the training 
was just right, but there 
were quite a few hairy 
moments. 

’T think the worst was the night 
before we were picked up. The 
weather was absolutely horren¬ 
dous. There was a 50-mife-an-hour 
wind and it was minus 12 degrees 
C, but we had 10 or 12km to go to 
the pick up point* 

“As there were sand bars in the 
estuary we had to paddle 600m out 
to the middle of me river and that 
took two hours, going sideways 
against the wind and swell. 

“When we turned down the 
river we found ourselves surfing 
on 15 to 20ft waves and if you don’t 
control that properly ine canoe 
can dig in and turn over, 

“And with the sea state and the 
wind you knew there was absolute¬ 
ly no way your fellow paddlers 
could come to your rescue - that’s 
frightening stuff.“ 


GIFTED ADMIRAL’S 
NAME IS STILL AN 
INSPIRATION 

THE NAME of a distinguished and popular Admiral who 
died last year will continue to be an inspiration to sailors 
of the future. 

The Admiral Rutherford Memorial Trophy will be awarded annu¬ 
ally to the artificer apprentice or candidate who makes the most 
significant progress during training at HMS Collingwood. 

Winning candidates must have developed their leadership 
qualities, demonstrated an unselfish approach, made a signifi¬ 
cant contribution to the common good and, above all, have over¬ 
come adversity in order to achieve success. 

Meteoric rise 

Vice Admiral Malcolm Rutherford joined the Navy in 1959 and 
had a meteoric rise through the ranks as a submarine weapon engi¬ 
neer, and was a gifted all-round sportsman, mountaineer, skier and 
Italian interpreter, and was a former CO of HMS Collingwood. 

He became Chief Naval Engineer Officer in 1994, but sadly, died 
last year at the young age of 54 and the trophy was given to HMS 
Collingwood by Admiral Rutherford’s widow Fleur. 


Canoeists tame 
the Back River 

















































Navy News is launching this 
season's new collection ot 

CLASSICAL JEWELLERY ESPECIALLY 
PRODUCED BY SCEPTRE JEWELS , 

London 

Each fine piece of jewellery has 

BEEN CAREFULLY HAND-ASSEMBLED 
AND HAS BEEN EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 

for Navy News readers , making 

EACH SPECIAL ITEM A PERFECT GIFT 


Sterling silver Y-ucivt enarrwHted Brooch 


I Bet yellow & white gok! Anchor Pendant with rubles 


Sterling silver Anchor Brooch with £4ue topa* 


itoain l - 


Optic 


V M WS. OCTOBER 1WK 


Anchor O# iH&ctfon 

The stylish anchors can he purchased 
either as a brooch or pendant. They are 
produced in lSet yellow and white gold, 
set with rubies or sapphires* Alternatively 
they can be produced in 9ct gold set with 
rubies. 

The sterling silver anchors, which carry 
the English hallmark, are featured with a 
silver gilt twisted wire and are set with 


either pearls, green tourmaline or blue 
topaz, 

Ctdkx&km 

This new collection of yacht brooches are 
manufactured in sterling silver. !8ct or 9ct 
gold. The range includes gold or silver with 
enamelled sails eg: blue/while or 
yellow/white, or plain gold with ted/yelJow 
gold sails. 


AH items of jewellery a re supplied in a blue presenta tion box. 

Each item can be tailored to your specific requirements, please phone for details. 
Prices include our special registered delivery' service * 


Please send die completed order form with remittance to, 

THE BUSINESS MANAGER, NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON. QUEEN STREET, PORlSMOUlK P01 3BH. 

t TEL: 01705 826040 


DESCRIPTION 


1 Set gold Yacht enamelled Brooch 
1 Set red &. yellow gold Yacht Brooch 
9ct gold Yacht enamelled Brooch 
9ct red & yellow gold Yacht Brooch 


Sterling silver Yacht enamelled Brooch 
I Set yellow & white gold Anchor Brooch with rubies 
I 8cr yellow A white gold Anchor Pendant with rubies 
1 Set yellow' & white gold Anchor Brooch with sapphires 
18ct yellow & white gold Anchor Pendant with sapphires 
Oct yellow & white gold Anchor Brooch with rubies 
Sterling silver Anchor Brooch with pearls 
Sterling silver Anchor Brooch with blue topaz 
Sterling silver Anchor Brooch with green tourmaline 
Sterling silver Anchor Pendant with pearls 
Sterling silver Anchor Pendant with blue topaz 


UN{T mc£ TOTAL PRICE 


1389*00 

£315,00 


£250*00 

£199.00 

£165.00 

£299*99 

£292*00 

£299-99 

£292.00 


£182*95 

£80*95 

£80*95 

£80*95 

£80*95 

£80*95 

£80*95 


Sterling silver Anchor Pendant with green tourmaline 
Au prices include uk r&r 

Available to readers outside U ie UK. Pfease wfitofafooe for postage to*ts anc payment details, 

NAME.... 

ADDRESS *.*..*. ... 

POSTCODE . 

TEL .. 


PLEASE STATE CLEARLY YOUR REQUIREMENTS 


1 m Kiose my cheque/P O tocallmg £ 

Accesssa/Barctay/Del ta Card/Solo/S wi rch. 
My card number !s 




made payable to Navy News or please debit my 

Switch Issue No .. 

Expiry date. . 

Signature .. 


PUatr itllotP 28 days far df littery ftrm$ nvt shown size 


Forty years on, as a vision 


c 



c have 
seen a 
very 
clear 
s w i n g 


towards what our Armed 
f orces can do collectively 
moving back from a conti¬ 
nental to w hat is essentially 
a maritime strategy. And 
every thing within that has a 
particular relevance to the 


Royal Navy and the Royal 
Marines. 


"That’s why I'm delighted 
about the outcome ol the 
Strategic Defence Review. 
When I joined in |95h vve had 
a much larger Navy than vve do 
now. hut 1 leave it now as a 


happy man in terms of its long¬ 
term future, t hat said. I'm also 
extremely conscious that there 
is a whole series of personnel 
issues - as addressed bv 
Admiral Brigslneke in your 
September edition - that we 
have to gel r igliL 
"If we don't if we cion bring 
our people along with u>, then 
1 here's no point in having any son 
v imoti lot die future at all, 

"But at leas! we are all ot us. and 
by that l mean our Ministers, the 
other Chiefs of Staff and tin Navy 
Hoard colleagues* of one mind in 
tins as we are in so many other 
areas. During the past lew years 
we’ve developed a modern Navy 
wlueh is totally relevant to opera- 
lions around the coast rather than 
the open ocean operations that 
characterised the Cold War, And 
uc have persuaded the 
Government - not that they 
required loo much persuasion 
when it came to most maritime 
issues - io modernise and improve 
the central areas of naval air 
power, the amphibious capability 
and nuclear submarines, together 
with all Ihe supporting force levels 
Ingaies and destroyers, minor 
war vessels* hydrographic ships 
and, of course, t he RFA. 


"Rarely in my 13 plus 
years as an admiral have I 
seen such a clear shift 
towards doing things 
together The days have 
gone when we did a defence 
review and the First Sea 
Lord and his staff had to fly 
the White Ensign purely 
over whatever was in the 
Navy s own best interests. 

"Wc see a much more co-ordi¬ 
nated approach to defence matters 
with the C hiefs of Staff now [| is 
what maritime forces bring to 
defence as a whole that counts, 
this is what wc have argued 
strongly in this laiesi defence 
review 1 - what wc have called the 
maritime cnmribiiilon to joint 
operations - and these arguments 
have dearly won the day, 1 am 
keen to see tins gospel preached 
much more widely m ihe years 
ahead.” 

When he was Vice Chief of the 


Admiral Sir Jock Slater steps down 
from a three-year stint as First Sea 
Lord on October 8 - three years that 
have seen a major shift in the Navy’s 
role on the world stage. He began his 
career a month before the Suez crisis 
of 1956: ‘Aircraft Carrier Force Bears 
Main Naval Burden’ was Navy News’ 
headline then. But it was a joint oper¬ 
ation, too - and militarily, leaving 
aside the political debacle, a highly 
successful one. 

Now, over 40 years later, the impor¬ 
tance of the Navy’s carrier force in 
‘jointery’ - of which he has long been 
a leading advocate - has been heavi¬ 
ly underlined by the Strategic 
Defence Review. So he told Jim 
Allaway he was leaving the Navy with 
his long-term vision intact... 

Defence Stuff Admiral Slater was 
well known for being a staunch 
advocate of the formal ion of a 
Permanent Joint 1leadqua tiers. 

"ll was very difficult initially to 
persuade the CDS and Chiefs of 
Stall to go ahead with this because 
they had all been hi might up in a 
different way. But to give them 
their due they came on side and 
that to me is a real success si on - 
and of course the Navy is right 
behind ii and has been through¬ 
out." 

One of the main elements of the 
new expeditionary strategy - not a 
term Admiral Slater cares for: "It 
sounds like we arc about to move 
in and earn out an opposed land¬ 
ing somewhere'* - was the fresh 
approach to Naval aviation, exem¬ 
plified hy Ihe plan tor iwo new car¬ 
riers up to twice the size of ihe 
Invincible class. 

"We are talking about a very dif¬ 
ferent sort of Naval aviation to that 
which wc planned when we can¬ 
celled CVA-ll I in the 19Mb, I was a 
voting heutenant then doing the 
long navigation course and it was a 
great body blow to us young naval 
officers that wed Eos) that hat lie. I 
suspect, though, on reflection, thai 
a big strike carrier like that would 
have become unsustainable and 
the fact that we then went forward 
to develop a new Navy for the KOs 
and l HJs with the Invincible Class, 
the Type 42 destroyer^ and the 
Type 2 1 li {gates was a slep change 
in mtr Reel* 

"Now. of course, we've seen 
again recently the real value ol ihe 
Invincible class and what I hey can 
achieve and I'm thrilled to see 
both Royal Navy and Royal Air 
force aircraft Hying from them. 

The Invincible and Illustrious 
operations in the (init with the 
Americans earlier this year proved 
yet again the value ol taking our 


airfields with us and not needing 
support from other nations, 

"And that’s just the start, The 
Chief of the Air Sialf and I have 
signed what ihe Defence Secretary 
George Robertson termed an his- 
torie agreement * which is effec¬ 
tively I he RAF signing up to carri¬ 
er-borne air and us signing up to 
the fact that (his element of future 
tired wing aircraft should be com¬ 
mon to both Services - the so- 
called Joint Force 3000. Inevitably 
there will be doubling Thomases* 
and as vve take this initiative for¬ 
ward ii will be essential to preserve 
the ethos lor which the Heel Atr 
Arm is so famous. M 


A dmiral Slater was 
saddened that ihe 
Navy. like lire other 
two Services* had in 
accept some force 
level reductions. 

As a result. I have insisted that 
wc arc given much greater flcvibil- 
tiy in the way we operate ihe Heel 
In fact, this flexibility will give the 
Fleet Commander a golden oppor¬ 
tunity to reduce overstretch. 

“1 he regions we now concen¬ 
trate on are around Europe* the 
Atlantic, the Mediterranean and 
Ihe Middle Fast. However* wc 
often demonstrate just what wc 
can do in the Asia-Pacific rim (acid 
Ocean Wave was a class ice exam¬ 
ple) by deploying high calibre, well 
trained forces in support of out 
wider interests We cannot ihcsc 
days justify forces specifically for 
those more distant areas, bui wc 
will certainly continue to deploy 
there whenever wc can. nut least m 
Mippiui ol our Five Power Defence 
Arrangements. 

“L’p until now. we’ve had one 
ship permanently on Arm ilia 
Put ml in the Gull and another al 
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>rd Jock Slater, he’s 


FORWARD 


TO THE 


FOTURE _1 


ar, nos 

the trine had come M3v to inte¬ 
grate women into the faavy. We 
recognised that there would always 
he critics and that it would prnba- 
bty take an entire generation to 
settle down and find ns own level. 


to be - but 1 am in no doubt that, if 
we hadn't done it* we would have 
been highly criticised. So I get very 
irritated now when people ask me 
if we're going to reconsider the 
policy - the answer is ’no!' 

14 I think now of I he quality of all 


‘The strong links between us 
and the US Navy are such that 
our mutual understanding and 
trust run deep’ 


'Yet here we are only seven or 
eight years later ami generally it's 
gone pretty well 

“Inevitably there have been dif¬ 
ficulties - and there will continue 


the people I have been privileged 
to serve with in the course of tny 
career, 

"Given the chance, I'd do it all 
again.** 


21 days' notice, lb case the stretch 
that second ship will now he at six 
weeks' notice, it may be ai home, it 
may be in the Far East, In the 
Atlantic area wc now plan to have 
a much more flexible arrangement 
covering the Caribbean, the South 
Ait antic and West Africa, This 
again will reduce the pressure on 
our ships and people. Our 
Ministers are determined to ease 
this pressure right across the Fleet 
- surface ships, submarines and air 
squadrons - and this is a great help 
to the Navy Board as it tackles the 
demands placed on the Fleet and 
all in support." 

Close co-operation and interop¬ 
erability with friends and allies was 
the kev to the future. Here 
Admiraf Slater stressed the impor¬ 
tance of the acquisition of the 

• Left: In 1956, the year 
Admiral Slater joined the Navy, 
HMS Girdle Ness was comm Is* 
stoned as its first guided mis¬ 
sile ship - test-bed for alt the 
later generation of slim-line 
frigates for whom the gun 
would be a secondary arma¬ 
ment. She is seen here firing 
Sea Slug from her foc'sle. 
Naval interest in guided 
weapons started in World War 
II and the Royal Navy was in 
the forefront of their develop¬ 
ment, During the war an 
Admiralty committee was set 
up to investigate means of pro¬ 
viding the Pacific Fleet with a 
short-range guided weapon to 
counter Kamifcase attacks - 
but Japan was defeated before 
the project was sufficiently 
advanced. After tests ai 
Aberporth range in Wales and 
at Woomera, Australia and fir¬ 
ings at sea , the Sea Slug sys¬ 
tem was introduced, h was 
designed to engage any enemy 
bomber which managed to 
evade the fighter defences of 
the Fleet at any height at 
which aircraft were then capa- 
bie of operating and employed 
four boosts, jettisoned after 
propelling the missile to super¬ 
sonic speed. 

• Right: HMS Splendid is to 
carry out the first RN 
Tomahawk missile firing in 
November 


Tomahawk missile 

■It's only about four years since 
we planned to fit seven of our 
nuclear submarines with 
Tomahawk - as a result of the SDI 
u/four submarines will be filled. As 
announced earlier this year, HMS 
Splendid will carry out the first fir¬ 
ing off the West Coast of lhe USA 
in November. 

"This is a deadly accurate, huge¬ 
ly powerful* coercive weapon and 
it is right in line w ith ouf force pro¬ 
jection objectives for the future. 
The strong links between us and 
the US Navy in anti-submarine 
warfare, in nuclear matters in gen¬ 
eral and indeed in intelligence 
terms are such that our mutual 
understanding and trust run deep; 
as a result of that we’ve brought 
Tomahawk forward much faster 
than would otherwise have been 
the case. It won't surprise you that 
I would like to see future surface 
ships fitted with hand Attack 
Missiles! 

T speak on a regular basis to my 
opposite number, the US Chief of 
Naval Operations, and we compare 
notes and discuss a wide range of 
issues and problems. Actually, I 


fess, 1 would much prefer to have 
kept in-house. 

“However, it's no bad thing. The 
disciplines that go with setting up 
Agencies and so on have undoubt¬ 
edly improved our efficiency'. For 
example, in days gone by we really 
didn't know now well we were 
specifying a dockyard refit or how 
much it would cost. Today, we're 
much tougher about it - and it's 
very important for the taxpayer 
that wc should be. 

“That said, I am uneasy that we 
should swing too far in our so- 
called business practices. We are 
not a business, we are a fighting 
force and that, as far as 1 am con¬ 
cerned, is not ultimately done by 
contractors," 

Admiral Slater was clearly con¬ 
cerned about the loss of uniformed 
shore jobs and emphasised the key 
importance of being able to regen¬ 
erate a full fighting force in times 
of crisis, 

"And while we're talking about 
people* it is vs ell known that in the 
1980s when I was in Scotland i was 
most uneasy about sending women 
to sea, I was concerned a bine all 
about welfare aspects and physical 
requirements such as damage con¬ 
trol and fire fighting. 

T then joined the Navy Board 
and Archie Hamilton (the then 
Armed Forces Minister) said he 
would force the crusty old admirals 
into taking women to sea. That was 
absolute codswallop! 

I personally sat on the Navy 
Board here in this office when wc 


was in the States last week, and 
without any staffers and their note¬ 
books present wc had open and 
extremely frank discussions, 

“This doesn't get away from the 
fact that wc are very much a kev 
European navy - but in NATO 
terms I regard ourselves as the 
Eastern anchor of the North 
Atlantic alliance." 


T oday the Royal Navy 
and Royal Marines 
were being managed 
with ever greater effi¬ 
ciency' - which taxpay¬ 
ers should applaud, 

inevitably I look back to the 
da vs when wc handled much of our 
affairs in-house - and I don't just 
mean the uniformed Navy, 80 per 
cent of the Chief of fleet Support's 
people are civilians - but we 
accepted some time ago that to 
keep the Front Line up we had to 
find ways to save money in the sup¬ 
port of the Fleet. 

“Therefore a number of prac¬ 
tices that a naval officer in the past 
would not have dreamed of have 
had to be introduced - some, I eon- 
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Options ng party - 

_ _ Jj rs of the 

TS Modwerta 
Burton-on-Trent 
Sea Cadet Corps 
during their visit 
to HMS 
Victorious. 


Cadets take a dive on Trident submarine 


SEA CADETS from TS Modwena 
experienced a day at - and 
under - the sea when they visit¬ 
ed their affiliated submarine 
HMS Victorious. 

The 14 cadets from Burton-on- 
Trent, aged between 12 and 16, said 


the trip was "wicked - really excel¬ 
lent" 

"The people spoke to us and had 
a laugh and made us feel at ease" 
said one cadet. 

Office Nn-Gharge PO Chris Upton 
said a number of the crew of 
Victorious had visited the unit last 


year, repainting their HQ and bring¬ 
ing some souvenirs. 

"This visit was very heavily sub* 
scribed; 1 he said. "Our strength is 
about 60, RN and RM, and we had to 
do it first-come, first served, 

"They think it T s fantastic to spend 
,a day like this" 


• Silver and black (above) 
- Trident submarine HMS 
Victorious cruises calm 
Scottish waters. 

• Out of her element 
(right) - Victorious almost 
fills the huge shiplift at 
Clyde Navai Base ; 
Faslane t in July, during 
her summer maintenance 
period. 
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m TEAMWORK 

Is the theme chosen for the Navy News 

Ic 






If you’re keen on sports, the Royal Navy has more to offer than any othc 
organisation of Its size you could name, and some of the finest facilities tc 
enjoy them. Apart from the usual team games - and ships’ teams regularly 
do well in matches played at their various ports of call around the world, 
even against professional sides - the Senior Service caters for all tastes. 
Well, most of them. Everything from white water rafting to motorcycle 
rallying. From ice climbing to hang gliding. From pot holing to skydiving. 

Everywhere the Navy goes, its high standard of physical fitness is 
demonstrated by its sporting prowess,The 1999 Navy News Calendar has 
the latest pictures of some of the best units of today’s Navy - with snap 
shots of its people enjoying the opportunities it gives them to make the 
most of their leisure time.They work hard and play hard. 


Once again the customary high standard of 
presentation and production has been 
maintained with a new and improved layout 

This collector's piece calendar of splendid 
colour pictures is printed on fine grade 
paper, wire bound at the head and with 
high quality varnish cover. 

Size approx: 37cm, x 28.5cm. 


Price - 


£ 6.00 

£ 6.75 


Surface Mail Abroad 


Please send your orders to: 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders, for orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or 
for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Telephone: 01705 826040 Fax: 01705 830149 

PLEASE ALLOW 29 DAYS FOR DELIVERY 










































Missile boat has 
time for visitors 


A PRE-PATRGL period 
has provided the crews 
of HMS Victorious with 
some diversions from their 
routine. 

The Trident submarine, which 
has been operational for almost 
two years, finished a spell of main¬ 
tenance in the summer, including 
time in the Fas lane shiplift* 

Some reconfiguration work, and 
trials on ranges between Skye and 
the Scottish mainland, has allowed 
the 15,900-tonne submarine to 
welcome a number of visitors. 

On the day Navy News was invib 
ed on board, the party included a 
couple of young officers, a party of 
sea cadets from Burt on-on Trent, 
and three members of University 
RN Units. The mayor of Burton- 
on-Trcm was on the following day, 
but an MP had to reschedule 
because of Parliamentary business. 

Welcomed by Commanding 
Officer (Starboard) Cdr Dids 
Lombard - Victorious maintains 
two alternating crews - the visitors 
were shown around the boat as she 
made a brief dive, and later spent 
an hour on the casing as the sub¬ 
marine cruised the sheltered 
waters near Kyle of Lochalsh, mak¬ 
ing the most of a spell of late sum- 


By Mike Gray 



mer sunshine. 

A surface cruise is itself a rare 
event - Trident submarines spend 
their patrols, which average two or 
three monihs* submerged and usu¬ 
ally only surface to 
slip in and out of 
the Clyde Estuary. 

But an even 
more rare pleasure 
in Scottish waters 
had been afforded 
the day before we 
visited, when a 
hands to bathe was 
possible becaase of 
the presence of sup¬ 
port craft* 

Several of the 
crew jumped in for 
a swim. 

All a far cry from 

• Cdr Dids Lombard. 

routine as part of 
the UK's sole nuclear deterrent, a 
role which, unlike those of her 
smaller fleet sisters, has not altered 
with world politics. 

“The role of these submarines 
hasn't changed and the necessity 
for deterrence has been re-empha¬ 
sised by the Government in the 
Strategic Defence Review, which 
will not see any reduction in num¬ 
ber of missiles or in the 
Government’s commitment to 
deterrence,” said Cdr Lombard, 
previously in command of 
rorpoise-cl 


hunter-killer HMS TUrbulent 
Cdr Lombard, who was respon¬ 
sible for managing the overall pro¬ 
gramme of trials for Trident boats 
hr 



rorpoise-class HMS Sealion and 

• Big shot - the pistol-grip 
launch trigger for Trident, the 
UK nuclear deterrent 


rom build, is aware of his respon¬ 
sibility - but does not 
see it as a burden. 

“Having started 
off my submarine 
career in diesel 
boats, then nuclear- 
powered sub¬ 
marines, then one 
with nuclear mis¬ 
siles, you quickly 
realise these things 
are not treated m 
the same way as any 
of the others,” he 
said 

“If anything went 
wrong the Prime 
Minister would get 
to hear about it 
jolly quickly, and one is conscious 
of that. 

“One doesn't think too deeply 
about the nuclear missiles issue; 
you realise that if you have to use 
them then deterrent has failed. 

“But without a doubt I realise 
the responsibility, and f feel enor¬ 
mously privileged to be given com¬ 
mand of a submarine which every 
single person you speak to outside 
the Navy thinks must be the most 
important command in the Navy." 

The fad that “mere comman¬ 
ders” drive the Trident boats often 


comes as a surprise to people, said 
Cdr Lombard - but the early 
shouldering of responsibility is a 


feature of the Submarine Service. 

Back aft, for example, a machine 
space may be monitored by a 
teenager - albeit a highly-trained 
teenager - who knows exactly what 
to do in an emergency and can 
solve most problems before need¬ 
ing to call on his more senior col¬ 
leagues. 

In addition to regular DASOs 
(Demonstration and Shakedown 
Operations - the ballistic missile 
submarine’s seal of approval) 
Trident boats are subject to a bar¬ 
rage of planned and unannounced 
nuclear weapons inspections* 

The first inkling a submarine 
commanding officer has of an 
unplanned inspection is when the 
team walks on to the jetty. 

This again indicates the expecta¬ 
tion of the highest standards in 
Trident men such as Lt Cdr James 
Mclnnes, Weapon Engineering 
Officer for Victorious (Starboard). 

“You do not dwell on the 
responsibility - that would be 
counterproductive,” he said. 

“I have never test-fired a live 
Trident, though that in itself does¬ 
n't mean that much to me. 

“There are trials and system 
tests which we conduct where we 
use the tactical trigger that would 
actually launch the missiles. 

“Thejob on these submarines is 
very different to a Fleet submarine 
because of the added responsibility 
of nuclear weapons* 

“There is a political dimension 
as well as the technical one - the 
fact that this country has an inde¬ 
pendent nuclear deterrent is what 
gives us our place at the top table 
with the big boys,” 


Western sky - HMS Victorious pictured in American waters during DASO - a demonstration and shakedown operation 


SUPERB STARS IN 
TV DOCUMENTARY 



FLEET submarine HMS 
Superb Is making up for 
lost time after almost four 
years in refit 
Her 45 months of enforced 
operational inactivity 

brought her to the attention 
of Plymouth-based TV com¬ 
pany Two Four Productions, 

The company, which has 
already had high-profile deal¬ 
ings with the Royal Navy, 
was given clearance to make 
six half-hour documentaries 
following the S-boat out of 
refit and into active service* 

The film crew - dubbed the 
luvvies by Commanding 
Officer Cdr John Humphries 
and his crew - was aboard 
for the submarine s first dive 
in more than three years, and 
cameraman Mike Ford and 
sound recordist John Moore 
captured dramatic footage 
during lifelike training exer¬ 
cises out in the Atlantic. 

One of the highlights of 
shooting was a crash sur¬ 
face, In a small inflat¬ 
able boat, on a choppy 
sea, the film crew and 
members of Superb's 
crew used the 
periscope as a point of 
reference to dose in, 
while Cdr Humphries 
was left to judge when 
the cameras were in 
just the right position* 

Having made his 
decision. Superb sur¬ 
faced to the sound of 
“Golly, look at that/ 1 
and other nautical 
expressions of amaze¬ 
ment, according to 
producer-director 
Gary Johnston. 

Filming continues 
until the spring, and 
Meridian and West- 
country plan to air the 
series next autumn. 

Meanwhile Superb • HMS Superb. 


is continuing a programme of 
trials, training and exercises, 
interspersed with visits to 
Holland and Norway, 

Cdr Humphries has been 
impressed by the boat's per¬ 
formance since refit, saying 
she came out of Rosyth “run¬ 
ning tike a sewing machine.” 

“We are the fastest boat of 
our type, and currently the 
quietest* 

“The standard of the finish 
is a testament to Rosyth, and 
has brought us up to the 21st 
century* This Is a wonderful 
machine, and something to 
be proud of. 

"In blue-water anti-subma¬ 
rine warfare terms this plat¬ 
form is currently more capa¬ 
ble than a first-generation T- 
boat; Trafalgar and Turbulent 
would have a slight edge on 
us, but tfs fractional* 

“But blue-water ASW is not 
the trend - we are talking 
about things like task group 
support, and this unit is as 
capable as the rest.” 



THE FORMER ROYAL YACHT 

BRITANNIA 


The Former Royal Yacht Britannia opens 
To the public in Leith, the historic port of Edinburgh 
On 19 October, 1998. 

You will be able to step on board this very special ship 
and visit the Royal Apartments of Her Majesty the Queen* 
At the Visitor Centre on the quayside you can discover 
Britannia's remarkable story through film* hands-on exhibits 
and exciting multimedia* 

To ensure your comfort and enjoyment you must 
prehook tickets to visit Britannia. 

Bookings can be made from 
5 October* on Tel: 0131 555 5566* 

Alternatively, for further information 
please write to 

The Former Royal Yacht Britannia, 

Ocean Drive, Leith* Edinburgh* 
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WY NEWS, OCTOBER 1998 


PENFRIENDS 

Would you like a Naval Penfriend? 

>1 ten word advertisement 
tn this column costs from as tittle as £10, 

Due to great demand we will now accept advertisements of up to 15 words 
in tie penfriend section. Minimum charge is still £10 tor 10 words, each 
additional word (up to 15) costs an extra £1, 

HOW TO ADVERTISE: Write your message (10-15 WORDS) and attach 
It to this coupon. Enclose chegue/PO for £10 or more depending on the 
number of words and send to: + Penfrtends\ Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3HH. Replies lo your box number will be forwarded on 
daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 ) 
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelop© bearing the advertisers box number deafly in the 
bottom left hand comer The letter should then be enclosed in a 
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 


Name:.... 

Address. 


Tel: 


ADVENTUROUSLY ZANY 
Green-eyed brunette, single. 
Hampshire houseowner. No ties. 
Seeks single serviceman, 
unflappable penpal, BOX 
OCT i 

AIR STEWARDESS (30's) 
GSOH, seeks f un loving officer, 
photo appreciated. BOX OCT 2 
SARAH 4ft enjoys music, 
dancing. gardening, seeks 
officer friendship/romance. 
BOX OCT 3 

GWYNETH 24 widow, wishes 
to contact past penfriends and 
new ones. BOX OCT 4 
SASSY 30 something female 
would like lo brighten your day. 
BOX OCT 5 

CAT LOVING Aries lady 48 
WLT correspond with naval 
officer. BOX OCT 6 
HELLO BOYS I'm back * 
ready to rock. Mundane never, 
40+ , witty* gorgeous, single - 
why? PA. BOX OCT 7 
JULIE 32* single, slim, 
brunette, GSOH, fun loving. 
Seeks penfriend. BOX OCT 8 
NURSE 33, ATTRACTIVE 
GSOH, enjoys music, good 
company. Seeks sincere R.M. 
for romance A.L.A. BOX 
OCT 9 

SPARKLING, STYLISH* 

spirited. 34. Divorced mum, 
loves outdoors, GSOH, seeks 
similar BOX OCT 1ft 
NURSE 32, enjoys sports, 
reading, fun, travel. Seeks 
interesting penfriend. BOX 

oct n 

FEMALE 39, seeks penpal 
friendship/romance. Enjoys 
sport, travel, fun. BOX OCT 12 
INDEPENDANT LADY 40+. 
seeks male penfriend similar 
age. Varied interests, BOX 
OCT 13 

CM 42, divorced, down to 
earth with two children. BOX 

OCT 14 

LADY GRADUATE 40 seeks 
good humoured and wise 
gentleman penfriend. BOX 
OCT 15 

CARING, BUBBLY, attractive 
female 37 seeks penpal, GSOH 
essential. BOX OCT 16 
MALE 28 wants penfriends. 
Enjoys pubs and a laugh. 
Genuine BOX OCT 17 
LOV ELY, ATTR ACTIV E, 

professional lady - seeks mature 
officer penfriend, possible 
friendship BOX OCT 18 
.SUE 39* divorced, happy, tall, 
slim, would love a penfriend, 
BOV OCT 19 
WEST COUNTRY {34), 
postgraduate medical trainee 
new to region seeks genuine 
friends. BOX OCT 20 
JENNIE 29, seeks Christmas 
company, service personnel 
preferred, genuine replies, BOX 
OCT 21 

SWEDISH AMERICAN 

military nurse, seeks 
Royal Marines/sailors for 
correspondence. BOX OCT 22 


DEBBIE, GSOH, career 

girl seeks High Hying 
se rv icem an for co rres pond cnce/ 
possible romance. photo 

appreciated,BOX OCT 23, 
SINGLE MAM, 28 year old 
lost at sea. need penpals. BOX 
OCT 24, 


PERSONAL 


PENPAL MAC; for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 phoios. APPROVAL copy from 
MATCHMAKER, (A 10) Chorley 
PR7 4BS, or ring 01257 480155 
124 hours |. 

HI PM MICHELE. Em 5'IP, 
big but beautiful, 33 and 1 play 
the Trombone, Piano, Tenor 
Sax, I'm separated - divorce 
pending, no children and like 
clubs, pubs and the cinema. 
BOX OCT 9656. 

HEY MOZZIE or Tim Did you 
loose your keys at Exmouth 
Road??. Call Chris or FL.01880 
820917. BOX OCT 9657. 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna — Aroma massage —■ Jacuzzi. 
NEW PRIVATE MEMBERS BAR OPEN. 


Mon Saa lOam-midnighl. 
Sun I lam irudiiighl j< 
FRIENDLY STAFF L 


CaJJ@L9ftft Key ham Rd Plymouth 
(opposite St Lev tins Gate) 
01752 559955 . 

Matting tcrvict Id: 0831 52*66+ 


NOTICE 

All advertisements 
submitted for entry into 
the Navy News Penfriend 
Column are subject to 
copy approval- 

Navy News reserves the 
right to make any 
amendments which it 
considers necessary or to 
edit copy which is in 
excess of the number of 
words paid for. 


w anted & 

FOR SALE 


OFFICERS UNIFORM Moss 
Bros Excellent quaHty/condiiion 
Smallish/room lor alterations 
Tel: 01334 8,18419 


WANTED 

- 4 - 

Set of Seamanship Manuals 
1-4 around the 1950's 
Please 'phone: 

01646 641428 

Reasonable prices paid 


IN MKVIORll M 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS 

In memory of twenty nine of our 
shipmates who lost their lives 
when the pinnace of HMS 
Illustrious sank In Portland 
Harbour on the night of 17th 
October 194B. 

HMS Illustrious Association 


FEARLESS SHINES 
AT SCARBOROUGH 




1,500 ferried to 
their star ship 


ASSAULT ship HMS Fearless became the star of 
Scarborough when more than 1,500 people visited 
the ship during the four days she was anchored off 
her affiliated town. 


Most of those ferried back 
and forth by ship s landing 
craft -were holidaymakers. 
Others included the town s 
Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr 
and Mrs Fred Standing, 
members of the Royal Naval 
Association, Sea Cadets, 
firemen, careers advisers, 
members of the Royal 
British Legion and potential 
officer candidates. 

And Sir Jimmy Savrle, who 
fives locally, went down to the 
jetty to meet the landing craft 
crews. 

On passage from Plymouth 
to Scarborough, the ship was 
joined by 70 invited guests 
from the holiday resort - coun¬ 
cil representatives, children 
and teachers from two local 
schools and members of two 
Sea Cartel units. Among their 
activities on board, the guests 
took part in work-shadowing 
routines and a damage control 
‘Olympiad 1 . 

As well as acting as the bus¬ 
men 1 for the visit to the town, 
the landing craft crews turned 
their hands to a rescue - when 
a coxed-four rowing boat cap¬ 
sized offshore in a 40-knot 
wind and a choppy sea.The five 

Safeguards 
over credit 
card deals 

SERVICE Associations who spon¬ 
sor and advertise credit cards in 
return for donations to funds are 
being told by the Ministry of 
Defence security staff that they 
should insist thaf the company ful¬ 
fils security require me tils. 

MOD has had talks with the 
major finance company involved 
and lias obtained guarantees over 
Ehe safeguarding of data about 
Service people. 

All Service Associations should 
insist that the company agrees to 
initial marking of I he cards by the 
Association and not the bank, that 
all advertising mailshots should be 
carried out by the Association, 
that data of Service personnel 
holding cards will not be available 
to any olher organisation or com¬ 
pany, and that the bank take** pre- 


occupants were hauled out of 
the water by two landing craft 
and, suffering from cold and 
exhaustion, taken lo a waiting 
ambulance. 

In another - this time, 
planned - act of support lor the 
community, Fearless's Sea 
King helicopter was detached 
lo take part in a fete at 
Bridlington on behalf of King 
George's Fund for Sailors. 

■ Fearless's hefping hands - 
page 16. 


• Paul ingle, Junior World Amateur Featherweight Boxing 
Champion , makes a fist of his visit to Fearless off Scarborough, 
along with the ship s boxing team - to whom he gave a training 
session - and the Commanding Officer, Capt James Fanshawe 


Find the «lok 


FIND THE JOKER in Navy News for three editions - and you 
have a chance to win £1,000. All you have to do this month, in the 
second of the three editions, is spot the joker in one of the follow¬ 
ing three statements by Jack on naval matters. 

Two are true. One is wildly inaccurate. 

Just mark the box next to the untrue statement. 


COMPETITION WINNERS JUNE-AUGUST - page 26 


Which of these three statements is NOT true: 

□ No case of mutiny has been recorded on board a United 
States warship. 

j In reality, Sir Francis Drake could not have singed the King 
of Spain's beard' in April 1587, as the king had shaved it off 
the previous month, 

J Displacement weight of a ship is the weight of water a ship 
displaces when afloat. 

If you can fill in this coupon as well as the one which appeared last 
month, and the coupon in the next issue, you have a chance of win* 
ning £1,000 (call 01705 826040 for back numbers). The name of 
the winner will be selected at random from those who have given 
correct answers in the three editions. When you have completed all 
three original entry forms, send them in one envelope to: 

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, 

Hants, POI 3HH 

They should arrive at Navy News no later than December 15,1998. Entries with all three correct 
answers will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners wifi be announced 
in the January edition of Navy News The first name drawn will receive £LGQG 
The judges decision will be final, No correspondence will be entered into Navy News employees and 
their relatives may not enter. 

NAME.......... 


ADDRESS 






camions to prevent compromising 
the seen riiy of pc rstsnrteI. 

Full details DC t General 


TELEPHONE 


193/98. 
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Goodbye 
to old Navy 
favourites 

TWO ROYAL Navy estab¬ 
lishments will no longer be 
flying the White Ensign by 
the end of the month. 

MMS Dolphin, the tradi¬ 
tional home of the Sub¬ 
marine Service, will decom¬ 
mission and revert to its tra¬ 
ditional title of Fort 
Blockhouse shortly after 
Wavy News goes to press. 

At that point the site 
transfers to the Director 
Medical Training Organisa¬ 
tion, although a number of 
Navy functions, including 
Submarine School training 
and the Submarine Escape 
Training Tower will remain 
for the immediate future. 

Trafalgar Day marks the 
end of an era at the Royal 
Naval College, Greenwich, 
as the White Ensign will be 
lowered for the final time. 

Five days before that the 
final chapel event features a 
performance of Handel's 
Messiah. 

A third establishment, 
HMS Osprey, Is also looking 
towards decommissioning. 

The Portland naval air 
station, which doses down 
next March, is holding a 
final open day on October 
17 (see p21). 

■ Full reports on these 
events will be carried In 
Navy News. 


New beginning for 
Royal Tournament 



ITALIAN and Royal Navy 
ships played musical 
tributes to each other 
during a day of exercis¬ 
es in the Caribbean. 

ITS Vittorio Veneto 
played Land of Hope and 
Glory over loudspeakers 
during a high-speed 


Music while you work 


pass, and during a jack- 
stay transfer of crew 
members (above) the 
British frigate returned 
the compliment with a 
selection of opera. 

There was time for a 


cookery competition and 
tours of each others 
ships before they went 
their separate ways, with 
the Italian heading for 
South America and 
Sheffield to St Lucia. 


Statue to be unveiled Survey base boosted 


A STATUE commemorating 
Battle of the Atlantic hero Johnnie 
Walker is to be officially unveiled 
by Ihc Duke of Edinburgh this 
month. 

The life-sized statue, showing 
Walker in his customary sea-going 
waistcoat, is positioned so that he 
is looking out towards the mouth 


of the Mersey, from where his 
escort ships set out to harry- U- 
boats. 

The Capl Johnnie Walker RN 
Memorial Appeal has raised more 
than £50,00(1 towards the statue, 
created by Tom Murphy, with 
enthusiastic support from the 
Captain Walker Old Boys. 


AN UPRATED British Antarctic Survey (BAS) base 
is to be established on South Georgia from 2000. 

Armed Forces Minister Doug Henderson 
announced that an enhanced permanent team, 
using new purpose-built facilities, will carry out 
important research, including fishery development. 

Once the BAS team is established the small mil¬ 
itary detachment currently on the Island will be 
withdrawn and deployed elsewhere. 


A SPECIAL Millennium event by the 
Armed Forces will herald a new look for the 
Royal Tournament in the next century. 

Defence Secretary George Robertson 
announced that the event in the year 2000 will pro¬ 
vide pointers to the wav a new. forward-looting 
version of the Tournament, which originated in an 
Army skill-at-arms event in 1880. 

The Royal Navy first participated in 1897 
‘The Royal Tournament has served us welt for a 
great many years, but as we approach the 
Millennium it is timely for us to take a fresh look 
at this traditional event/* said Mr Robertson. 

“This is a new beginning, not an end, of 
the Tournament, and my aim Is to make it 
more relevant and modern, whilst retain¬ 
ing an element of pageantry. 

“I therefore look forward to the Armed Forces 
demonstrating a new and dynamic event for the 
next century/' 

No details have yet been announced on the new 
format, but the MOD is considering a military tat¬ 
too and Son et L untie re event, probably in London 
- which may herald a move from Earls Court to a 
location such as Horse Guards Parade. 

Modern sound and lighting techniques would 
use historic buildings as a backdrop; one theme 
being explored is that of a time-tunnel. 

Traditional Tournament elements such as 
Service bands and displays invoking all three 
Services and their equipment will probably be 
retained. 

But there has been no word on the future of the 
Royal Navy*s Field Gun Compel it ion, a fixture at 
the show since 1907 and the Tournament's most 
popular event. 

This year's Tournament. led by the RAF. was the 
108th. and attracted a crowd of just over 200,000. 
One regular visitor is the Queen, who has attended 
every Tournament except one since ihe age of four. 

The two-week show, which involves more than 
2.000 Service personnel, is expected to appear in 
its traditional form for the final time next year. 


Navy joins 
the carnival 

ROYAL Navy carriers have 
been deployed widely in the 
last few years ~ now one 
has recently navigated the 
streets of Netting Hill. 

The mode* carrier, com¬ 
plete with Harriers and a 
Sea King, was mounted on 
a float for an appearance at 
the Hotting Hill Carnival. 

The Navy is keen to 
demonstrate its status as 
an equal opportunities 
employer, and a presence at 
the largest street carnival in 
Europe presented an ideal 
opportunity to raise the 
Navy's profile. 


Cadet prizes 

THE MARINE Society bus com¬ 
mitted its support to the training 
of cadets with the announcement 
of its annual awards scheme. 

The oldest public maritime 
charity m the world will award 
£350 prizes lo the lop deck and top 
engineering cadets at the Nautical 
Colleges in War sash. South 
Tyneside* Glasgow and Fleetwood. 

Band concerts 

THE BAND of HM Royal 
Marines Portsmouth continue 
their scries of concerts in the 
Portsmouth RC Cathedral, adja¬ 
cent to HMS Nelson, with dates 
on October 29. November 19 and 
December Hh Tickets, price £5. 
are available from Mrs B. 
Southerland on 01705 726182, 

Charity auction 

A GRAND auction in support of 
Macmillan cancer relief nurses is 
io he held in the Blue Lamp coffee 
bar at HMS Nelson on October 
14, starling at 113(him. 

For more details, contact HMS 
Nelson ext 24399 or 24239. 



• Naval shelling - Cdr Steve Cleary, the Commanding Officer of HMS York, fries an egg on the deck 
Of the Type 42 destroyer in the Northern Arabian Gulf. 


HMS YORK PROVES 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE 


AS TEMPERATURES climbed to almost 
unbearable levels in the Gulf, the Commanding 
Officer of Armilla patrol ship HMS York 
demonstrated the power of the sun with a little 
a l fresco cooking, 

Cdr Steve Cleary and the ship’s chefs fried eggs for 
sandwiches on Ihc warship s flight deck as the temper¬ 
ature in the direct sun passed hOC. or I40F. in Kuwait 

That just tops the flight-deck reading from Type 23 
frigate HMS Grafton, which reported an uncomfort* 
able 56C in August's Arm News. 

T he Porismouih-ba>>ed destroyer, due to begin he: 
homeward journey shortly after Navy News went to 
print, had to resort to traditional methods of keeping 
temperatures down within the ship. 

An awning was erected on the fo’cslc and the decks 


were continually welled with fire hoses to help the 
ship's own air-conditioning system. 

The deployment has been an eventful one. Having 
left her home port of Portsmouth in March, HMS 
York was sent to Indonesia to stand by during a peri¬ 
od of civil unrest, and that was followed by visits to a 
number of Far East ports, as well as Gulf patrol duties 
in support of the UN sanctions against Iraq, 

■ With temperatures in the sun reaching 6t)C on the 
flight deck of HMS York it is likely that the air tem¬ 
perature in the shade on board the ship would have 
been around 53 or 54C. according to the Met Office. 

The highest temperature recorded in the shade any¬ 
where is 5KC in Libya, while the equivalent summer 
high in the United Kingdom is 37C - which is one 
degree cooler than the average daily maximum in the 
Gulf during the summer. 



in dial technology 


Traser Self Activated Light -100 times brighter 
than conventioriallummoys dial markings - \v 
superb visibility, even in total darkness. 

Water resistant to 200 metres. 

U.S. Navy Seals standard issue. 

Swiss watches for S 5 

professionals. ' * 4 £ 


For details of your nearest stockist call 


07000 87 27 37 


self-ac tiva iedKgti t 
Traser Dress Watches also available. Trade enquiries welcome. Fax: 07000 86 26 36 
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Raleigh drivers pay for guide dog 


A CHARITY drive by staff and 
apprentices at HMS Raleigh raised 
£1,200 for Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

The team from 902 Entry, Fisguard 
Squadron, entered two sponsored cars in 
the annual Round Table Pedal Car Rally in 
Torbay, Devon, 

They had high hopes for their custom- 
buiit 'Fisguard Flyer Mk IV which was built 
by Monish Engineering Ltd of Tiverton 


and funded directly by Director Naval 
Recruiting, 

But pre-race trials showed that the 
team's newly-revamped 'Barnes Buggy* 
would also be a strong contender. 

After some teething problems at the 
start of the race, the Fisguard Flyer pro¬ 
gressed through the ranks to finish fourth 
and took the Constructor's Trophy for 
Best Pedal Car. 


The Barnes Buggy finished a com¬ 
mendable 11th, with apprentices also 
being loaned to the first and second 
placed teams to replace injured drivers. 

Team manager for the event was WO 
Nick Carter, who also secured sponsor¬ 
ship from The Wheelers Hotel, The Duke 
of Cornwall at St Austell, Lloyds Bank and 
Devonport Engineering Consortium Ltd, 


• MODEL PER FORMA NCE: 
PMA(Q) Emma Poytress 

Medics take 
to the catwalk 

MEDICAL students at 
Keogh Barracks took to the 
catwalk in a charity fashion 
show at Aldershot. 

More ihan 300 people turned 
out to watch the show, put on 
by students at the Tri-Service 
Defence Medical Training 
Centre. 

All of the models were 
trainee MAs and by the end of 
the evening £1,300 had been 
raised for the children’s 'Make 
A Wish’ foundation. 

Clothes donated by Dorothy 
Perkins of Camberley and hair 
and make-up by a local salon 
helped to add a professional 
touch. 


Mod father hits charity 
cash target 


P ARKA-CLAD padre Mike Brotherton has raised 
over £8,500 for a disabled colleague with a 
scooter tour around Britain. 

The 4th Frigate Squadron Chaplain set out to raise £10,000 to 
buy a custom-built electric wheelchair for Lt Cdr Phil Tribe, w ho 
was paralysed in a jeep crash in Dubai. 


He collected over £4,000 in 
cash during the 16-day ride which 
took his team from Portsmouth to 
Richmond. Lancaster, Skiplon. 
Hull, Bridlington, Lincoln. 
Peterborough, Cambridge, 
Norwich and London. 

Other donations brought the 
total up to £8,500 and a final 
grant from the RNBT should 
allow the Chaplain to order the 
wheelchair, which will make a 
huge difference to Lt Cdr Tribe 
and his family. 

For much of the ride, Mike was 
lashed by wind and rain, but the 
terrific welcome he received at 


Generous Spartan 

I SUBMARINERS In HMS Spartan donated £1,000 to a 
nursery which looks after children with special needs. 

The money, raised during a six-month deployment, will pay 
for special equipment at the Apple Tree Nursery in Rothesay. 

The nursery caters for a wide range of children, some suf¬ 
fering from cerebal palsy and some who are mentally or phys¬ 
ically disadvantaged. 


each planned stop kept him 
going, with supporters including 
the Mayors of many cities en 
route, scooter clubs. Sea Cadets. 
Royal Navy Associations. 

And when Mike arrived in 
London on a customised bike 
known as The Messiah , he was 
joined by two famous scooters 
from the film Quadraphcnia for 
the final stretch over Tower 
Bridge, before a reception hosted 
on HMS Belfast with the Deputy 
Lord Mayor* of Westminster and 
Captain F4, Capt Jamie Miller. 

After the ride, Mike said: 
"The response from every¬ 
body en route was 
absolutely fantastic, I just 
can't believe it, 

,+ l would like to thank everyone 
who has supported us, the Fourth 
Frigate Squadron, the Lord 
Mayors, the RNAs. Sea Cadet 
units and the local scoolerists and 
clubs throughout ihe country. 

**Without their help we could 
noi have travelled the road to 
help a fellow shipmate,” 


• REVD UP AND READY TO GO: Fourth Frigate Sauadron 
Chaplain Mike Brotherton at the start of the tour with the Lord 
Mayor of Portsmouth, Ctir Pam Webb, and Capt F4 Jamie Miller . 


WELCOME 

ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in 1865 to 
alleviate distress among seafarer, both serving and 
retired, and their widows. 

Today the Society provides full nursing care, as 
well as residential and sheltered accommodation, at 
establishments in rural surrey and in Eastbourne. 
Convalescent and respite care is also available. 

For further information, including the availability 
of accommodation, please contact the General 
Secretary. 


Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY 

Weston Acres. Room 30, Woodmansleme Lane, Banstead, Surrey SM7 3HB. 
Tel: 01737 352231. Reg. Charity 209776 

We rely heavily upon donations and legacies to 
achieve our charitable objects. Please help us 
now with your gift, and remember the Society 
in your will. 



FEARLESS FUNDRAISERS HI ACTION 


A ROYAL Marine from HMS Fearless led a 
team of walkers on a 194-mile yomp from 
the West to East coast of England. 

Cpl Whlnfrey of 4 Assault Squadron and his 
team raised over £1,000 for the Little Bridge 
Hospice for terminally ill children by completing 
the walk from Cumbria to Scarborough in just six 
days. 


Meanwhile, CFO Banjo West and his team of 
space hoppers' raised over £600 for Friars Inn 
Kids Club, a Scarborough care group for single- 
parent families and dropped in to present the 
money during the ship's recent visit. 

The club's funds were boosted by another 
£564 after Fearless's WO John Parker was spon¬ 
sored to play 63 holes of continuous golf at 
Southwick Park. 
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• Children at Friar's tnn Kids Club gave a warm welcome to the visitors from HMS Fearless, 
Members of the ship s company have been busy fund-raising on their behatf, and visited the group 
at Scarborough during the ship's recent visit . 



m LREG David Howe 


Brave patient 
helps hospital 

A PLYMOUTH rating under 
going intensive treatment h 
cancer took purl in a ch .lily 
boat race to raise cash for fd- 
low suffers. 

LREG David Howe (32) joined 
Provost colleagues on the oars fur 
the race on the Tamar which gen¬ 
erated £600 in sponsorship n 
De rr i for d Ho spi tafs On co I * ‘ & 
Department. 

David, who lives in P i;pm 
with wife Sharon and two-year M 
daughter Katie, had major 
in March, but the cancer spread, 
and he is now having intensive 
die mo and radiotherapy at the 
hospital. 

Taking part in the race was hh 
way of saying thank you to Sgn t Jr 
Alasdair Walker and all the tW 
tors and nurses ai Derriford who 
are helping him, especially those 
attached to FAL ward. 


In brief 


War games 

THE WAR GAMES club at 
HMS Sultan has bought 
toys worth over £1,000 for 
the children's ward at 
Haslar Hospital. 

They raised the cash 
with a 24-hour sponsored 
war game and visited the 
hospital to present the 
gifts to ward sister Lt Sara 
Griffiths. 

Cumbria gilt 

HMS CU MB LR LAND 

donated almost £1,000 to char¬ 
ily while celebrating the free¬ 
dom of Cumbria. 

Members of I he Senior 
Rules Mess presented £1,000 
raised at a race nighi io the 
Humley Respire Cenire for 
Children with special needs. 

Members of the ship’s com¬ 
pany also raised £755 for the 
Mayor of Carlisle's fund for 
Urea I charities. 

Navy night 

RATINGS in Northern 
Ireland staged a fund-rais¬ 
ing night for the family of 
an able seaman killed In 
WWIL 

LRO Pete Campbell and 
RO Jason Robinson ran a 
Navy Night 1 at the Royal 
British Legion in 
Killyleagh, County Down, 
in aid of the Morrison fam¬ 
ily, whose father was lost 
when HMS Broadwater 
was sunk in 1941, 

The proceeds were pre¬ 
sented to the Morrisons to 
pay their fares to England 
for a memorial service in 
Worthing, West Sussex. 

Pedal power 

TWENTY members of 
YcovtHoris K46 Squadron 
cycled 4" miles to Sludland Bay, 
raising 1^50 for I he Childrens 
Unit Appeal at Yeovil ton 
Hospital. 

After the event, many of I he 
team v isaicd the hospital, where 
the monev was presented to Pat 
Bilker hy the Commanding 
Officer ol X4h Squadron, Lt 
Cdr Charlie Brow n. 
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..«itland 


returns to 
the islands 


HMS SHETLAND has 
just returned from a 
voyage of rediscovery 
to the islands she is 
named after, 

I After a busy spell 
patrolling the South West 
Approaches she set sail 
for Lerwick, the capital of 
the Shetland Islands, 

The ship took the scenic 
route through the Kyle of 
LochaEsh and was wel¬ 
comed by the Convenor of 
the Shetlands Council 
when she arrived. 

A cocktail party held 
on board was hosted by 
FOSNNI, Rear Admiral 
Gregory, and the ship 
accepted several several 
sporting challenges over 
the weekend. 

They took on local foot¬ 
ball team, played In a golf 
tournament and kept up a 
Royal Navy tradition by 
losing yoal rowing races 
I against both the mens 
and ladies teams. 


Culdrose squadron 
is top flight 


CULDROSE S 849 Naval Air Squadron has won the Rolls Royce 
Trophy for engineering excellence in a year which saw two 
deployments to the Gulf after a tour of the Far East, 

The trophy is awarded annually to the squadron, ship's flight or other uni¬ 
formed Fleet Air Arm unit achieving the best overall standards of engineering 
efficiency and effectiveness. 


The citation tor the award said lhal 849 
demonstrated: "An extraordinary level of 
professionalism and dedication by the 
whole squadron. Each component dis¬ 
played the highest levels of /eal and effec¬ 
tiveness throughout 1997/' 

849 Squadron is responsible tor provid¬ 
ing airborne early warning for the Navy 
and their Mk 2 Sea King helicopters are 
fitted with some of the Navy's most mod¬ 
em sensor equipment, giving extra protec¬ 
tion against low flying enemy aircraft and 
sea skimming missiles. 


During the year A flight deployed to the 
Gulf with HMS Invincible and' B flight, 
which spent seven months on the Far 
Eastern Ocean Wave deployment in HMS 
Illustrious, re-embarked in January when 
the ship relieved Invincible in the (julf. 
Despite ageing aircraft and limited 
manpower, 849 squadron managed to 
complete ihe conversion of their aircraft 
to Mark 2 standard and prepared them all 
for the Mark 7 Mission Systems Upgrade 
as well as vital training of aircrew and 
main tamers. 


• Rolls Royce Chairman Sir Ralph Robins with Lt 
Cdr Andrew Mason f Air Engineering Officer of 849 
HQ Flight 




• HMS Shetland sails under the new 
Skye Bridge on her way to the Shetland 
Islands , her first visit tor two and a half 
years . 
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Do you 
manage 
civilian 
staff? 


ARE YOU a Naval officer or 
SNCO with management 
responsibilities for civilian 
staff? 

Do you know what a statement 
of particulars is and which trade 
unions have negotiating rights 
with the MOD? 

Do you know what a TLO is 
and what your responsibilities are 
when completing a PAR or where 
you would find equity shares? 

Defence Management Training 
is offering a course in "Managing 
Civilian Staff* which answers 
these, and many other questions. 

The course can be booked using 
MOD form b9l and is being run in 
London, Glasgow and Bath. For 
more details, contact the DMT 
helpline on 0171 305 0195. 

Merchantmen 

remembered 

THE 2,535 British merchant 
and fishing vessels lost in 
WWIl are to be commemorat¬ 
ed at the National Arboretum. 

Four hectares have been set 
aside for a forest with one tree for 
every ship that was sunk during 
the war. 

The project is being launched 
by Mrs Carrie Hailwood, the 
widow of Second Engineering 
Officer Christopher Hailwood 
who w-as killed on RFA Sir 
Galahad at Bluff Cove in the 
Falkland* in 1982. 

Mrs Hailwood is to unveil a 
plaque at the arboretum in 
Alrewas, Staffordshire, in memory 
of all who perished during the war. 



Your favourite Country Club 





The fun s so easy to find 

For a copy of our brochure, - 

call (01752) 848668 or 
Fax (01752) 848456 or 


The glorious Tamar Valley, Dartmoor, 

Cornish beaches, Plymouth's waterfront 
- they're all just a stotie's-thnow away from 
THE CHINA FLEET COUNTRY CLUB! 

But you may not want to leave, because there's E-mail: sales@china-fieet.co.uk 

so much to enjoy! Swimming pools Squash Badminton. Fitness and Health Suites Par 72. 18 Hole Coif vVeb Site: wwwxhina-fteet.ca.uk 
Course. Golf Driving Range Bouncy Dragon Castle for the kids. Lounge Bar for the adults Coffee lounge. 

The Farmhouse Restaurant. Fully fitted apartments with satellite TV! And so much more! China Fleet Country Club, Saltash, Cornwall PL 12 6U 


All this - with the cream of 
Devon & Cornwall on your doorstep! 
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1 ROYAL NAVY STATUETTES 


Navy News Is pleased to offer a collection of military statuettes depleting 
the Royal Navy. The first two pieces featured are an Officer and Seaman 
of the Napoleonic era. 


An Exciting New Range of Gifts! 



The Figures each measuring approximately 8" In scale, are cast In "Cold 
Bronze or "White ware". Cutlasses and other finely detailed hems are 
‘'spun'' In pewter and meticulously added during the assembly phase. 
Each bronze finish tasting, once assembled Is meticulously hand buffed’. 
With each hand painted figure the colours are 'layered 1 onto the design to 
create depth of finish and subtleties of light and shade. All the collections 
are then sealed under a topcoat of fine 20% gloss lacquer to preserve 
clarity and colour fastness. 

Hand painted figures are sold complete with their own fully framed 
Story Scroll, Ithe Bronze designs Include the Scrolls but unframedi and 
each figure Includes a rosewood wooden presentation detachable 
stand. 

Bronze £68,00 

Hand Painted £96.00 

+ £4,00 p+p UK. Please enquire for overseas prices. 

NAVY BLUE BASEBALL CAP WITH 
GREEN SUEDE PEAK 

100% cotton with green suede effect stiffened peak and back size 
adjuster. Finished whh the embroidered Royal Navy motif on the front, 

£7.99 each UK 



Shown below is just a small range or what we have available. For more details 
of Navy News items fhone 01705 826040 tor a free colour brochure 



£ 8.49 Surface Mail Abroad 

ROYAL NAVY CROWN OR 
ANCHOR CLOCK PAPERWEIGHTS 

These two solid brass paperweights have been hand polished and gold 
plated. The clock insert Is a swfss quartz movement and Is accurate to +/- 
0.15 seconds per month. The battery has an estimated life of 27 months. 
Presentation Boxed. 

£21,99 each UK 


s 


£ 22.99 Surface Mail Abroad 

CUFF LINKS & BLAZER BUTTONS 

Full set of 7 men's enamelled blazer buttons In translucent dark blue. 
Gold plated Royal Navy Crown and trim adds that personal touch. 

£25.95 each UK 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 70p 

Also available, a set of matching Cuff Links. 

£ 1 7.95 each UK 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 




NAVY SWEATSHIRT 

Navy blue with embroidered ensign motif. 

Med/Lge/XLge 

£ 1 8.95 each UK 
£ 19.70 Surface Mail Abroad 

1PT YORKSHIRE TANKARD 

From our Crystal Glassware collection. Engraved with the Royal Navy 
Crown and supplied In a Presentation Box. 

£29.95 each UK 
SIMON OF AMETHYST 

A fine sculptured resin reproduction of this famous cat 4 1 2 ’ tall. 
painted, presentation boxed. 

£24,99 each UK 

£ 25,99 Surface Mai! Abroad 



HIP FLASK 

Traditional stain less-steel 7oz spirit flask features a captive top 
(means you can't lose It). Because It's stainless It's very tough and will 
delight your descendants In years to come. Branded with the Roval 
Navy Crown 

£ 1 6.99 each UK 
£17.74 Surface Mai! Abroad 

ROYAL NAVY TIES 

These highly fashionable ties look great and retain traditional links 
with the Royal Navy. 

Available as RN Crown B. Anchor K, Grown 

[Green of Red) lEBBII 

Club | C | Leisure 

£12.25 each UK (Traditional) 

£13.25 each UK (Clip-on) 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 

LADIES SCARVES 

Seahorse scarf 100% polyester, 90cm x 90cm 

£21 *99 each UK 

White Ensign scarf 100% polyester twill, 52 M x 9' + 

£1 2.99 each UK 

Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p 

Calling all Navy New*' Subscriber* - Did you ba«w - chat by quoting 
your unique subscriber number, you can get 10% discount off *ny of Navy 
News' own promotional Items advertised throughout the paper 


0 

■ 


To order any Item on this page Write to The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH. 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque international Money Order 
in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card,Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4, 

Please allow 26 days tor delivery. 
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options Y-SIX years ago this month, the Japanese freighter Lisbon Mam was torpedoed and sunk by the 
American submarine USS Grouper. Unbeknown to the Grouper, the ship was transporting over 1,800 
British prisoners of war. Most of them died in the sinking, and many later in Japanese prison camps. There 
is only one man alive who got away completely. He, and some of his comrades who did not, held a reunion 
at Portsmouth where they told Anton Hanney their story of suffering, survival and courage. 



island to island by junk until they reached 
the mainland - and the care of a Chinese 
guerrilla general 

"During our stay with the general he 
made each of us a suit of Chinese clothes/’ 
said Jim, "After four days he sent us on 
with an escort to another general supply* 
ing all our expenses/' 

And that was how they travelled across 
China, walking from village to village, safe 
house to safe house, avoiding the occupy¬ 
ing Japanese. The gruelling trek tested to 
the limit Jim’s fitness as a one-time profes¬ 
sional boxer and athlete. At length, at the 


‘In the prison camp we would 
never mention the Lisbon 
Mam because we knew the 
Japanese had a habit of 
killing survivors who had 
anything to say’ 


end of their tether, they reached territory 
controlled by the Allies, and from there the 
intrepid trio were flow n to Calcutta, 

“1 joined the Royal Indian Navy/' said 
Jim, "and for the rest of the war was 
employed ashore, I didn't go to sea again/ 1 
He retired from the Service after the war 
as a lieutenant. 

The fate of the men who were recap¬ 
tured was grim. "Of the survivors of the 
sinking, 240 were dead within a month/’ 
said Reg. "When we reached Japan ] was 
ill, and 30 of us went into a military hospi¬ 
tal. Only six of us came out, A large num¬ 
ber died in captivity, and it's difficult to say 
how many survive today, hut it can't be 
many/’ 

(They know of only one other survivor 
still alive - Jack Etiemble, formerly a Royal 
Artilleryman, who now lives in Australia,) 

“In the prison camp we would never 
mention the Lisbon Mam because we 
knew the Japanese had a habit of killing 
survivors who had anything to say/’ said 
Dan. 

The privations and ill treatment were 
not the only dangers faced by the prisoners 
- their camp was virtually obliterated in the 
devastating bombing offensive on main¬ 
land Japan, 


"One day/' said Dan, "a coolie told me 
70,000 people had been killed in a bomb* 
ing raid on Hiroshima. I asked how many 
aircraft had been involved. He said only- 
one - so I wrote him off as mad/ 1 

Rut the coolie was right, and his news 
heralded the end of captivity for the 
remaining men of the Lisbon Maru, 

For All Hunt, homecoming was particu¬ 
larly poignant. At the time of his capture 
he had been the only survivor from two 
MTBs sunk while attacking Japanese land¬ 
ing craft. Wounded in I he head, arm, leg 
and back, he was hauled out of the water 
by the Japanese who then tied him up with 
barbed wire - from which he still bears the 
scars. 

Amazingly he recovered - only spared, 
he believes, because at that early stage in 
the war the Japanese had not captured 
many Naval personnel and wanted infor¬ 
mation. 

In the meantime he was listed as missing 
presumed dead, and his death was con¬ 
firmed to his parents a little later. For 
almost three years, until the end of the war, 
they believed their son had been killed. 

At the war’s end, all the surviving 
Lisbon Maru men began to pick up 
the pieces. Dan O’Hanlon joined 
the South African navy and rose to 
the rank of Commander. As a radar 
expert, he remained in uniform until 
the age of 65. 

Jim returned to Britain and married. He 
is now a widower. Two years ago he 
received a letter from a 70-year-old 
Chinese woman, who as girl of 14 remem¬ 
bers bim being cared for by her family. The 
woman, May-Tung Wang Sun, now lives in 
America and keeps in touch with the 
Englishman who one day in 1942 arrived at 
her home, ragged and wearing grass shoes. 

Reg Westwood settled in Canada and 
celebrated his 80lh birthday during the 
four-day reunion, 

Val Kvalheim, who had joined the US 
Navy in 1935, completed seven more 
patrols with the Grouper, and staved in the 
Service until 1955, He then joined the CIA. 
He contacted the Lisbon Maru survivors 
after Dan O'Hanlon had written an article 
for the US magazine Naval Proceedings, 

Alt Hum (79) lives in Birmingham. He is 
amused by the fact that his name appears 
on the Naval war memorial in Plymouth. 


A T THE AGE of 94 wartime sailor Jim Fallace is a 
remarkable survivor. It s not just that he still 
smokes 20 cigarettes a day, and has done so for 
the past 78 years; and It s not just that he came 
through the First World War as a Royal Marine. 

It's not even that as a nonagenarian he bears none of the infirmities 
that advanced age often brings. 


It is that Jim Fa I lace's survival story is 
unique: in 1942, when the prison ship in 
which the Japanese were transporting him 
was sunk, he swam four miles to shore, 
evaded enemy troops searching for him, 
and with two comrades who also escaped, 
hiked for three months across occupied 
China to reach Allied territory. 

Of those three, he is the last, now, to 
survive - the one that got away, Jim s story, 
and that of his comrades who did not, was 
brought sharply into focus again when he 
and three of the few who lived through the 
sinking, and subsequent ordeal at the 
hands of the Japanese, met up at the Royal 
Sailors Home Club in Portsmouth. 

This time, however, there was one more 
member of what must be one of the small¬ 
est reunion groups. He is Val Kvalheim, 
who in 1942 was a chief petty officer in the 
USS Grouper, the submarine that sank the 
prison ship, the Lisbon Maru, 

What the Americans did not know was 
that the 6,000-ton freighter was crammed 
with Britons - mostly Servicemen -I being 
shipped from Hong Kong, where they were 
captured, to a camp in Japan, 


• RIGHT: The men of the 
Lisbon Maru, surrounded by 
reminders of captivity during 
a visit to the Royal Marines 
Museum in Portsmouth. They 
are (hr) Jim Faflace, Alt Hunt , 
Pan O’Hanfon, (right) Reg 
Westwood. With them , in the 
baseball cap is USS Grouper 
crewman Val Kvalheim . 

• BELOW: After reaching 
safety f the three escapees 
from the Lisbon Maru sit for a 
picture. For the camera, they 
are wearing the clothes they 
were given for their iong 
march across China . Jim 
Fallace is sitting on the right 
Next to him is A. F. Evans , and 
W. C, Johnston. 


'Wien we torpedoed her we 
celebrated , but a week later 
we picked up a news broad¬ 
cast reporting that the ship 
had carried 1,800 prisoners’ 


There were over 1,800 prisoners on 
board, packed like sardines into black 
holds, with little food, inadequate sanitary 
arrangements and no medical care for the 
sick who were accommodated on deck in 
all weathers. 

"When we torpedoed her, we celebrat¬ 
ed/’ said Val “But about a week later we 
were on the surface and we picked up a 
radio news broadcast from Japan reporting 
that the ship had carried L8O0 prisoners 
and that none had survived. It really took 
ihe wind out of our sails," 

Among the captives were PO 
Telegraphist Alf {Nobby) Hunt. L/Tel Dan 
O'Hanlon, and Reg Westwood of the 
Royal Engineers. The young men would 
get to know each other well in the years 
ahead, and it was they who made up the 
numbers to five (plus wives) at the 
Portsmouth reunion. 

Jim at the time of the sinking was a war¬ 
rant officer in the Royal Hong Kong Navy. 
He had joined up in 1939 after 12 years in 
China in the Tientsin police force. 

The Lisbon Maru left Hong Kong 
on September 27, 1942, and after 
being torpedoed on October 1 she 
was taken in tow by accompanying 
vessels - while the hatches to the 
prison holds were battened down, 
leaving the occupants without ven- 
tillation, light, water or food. 

As the ship began to sink, the prisoners 
began to tear back (he tarpaulins covering 
ihc hatches - and as they did so the 
Japanese fired into the holds before turn¬ 
ing to abandon ship. There were lifebelts 
for only half the men and Japanese patrol 
boats on the scene made little effort to res¬ 
cue the Bnlons. about 1,000 of whom died 


in the ship or in the sea. 

"There was no panic when we aban¬ 
doned ship/’ said Dan. "We got up a ladder 
in an orderly fashion and I jumped into the 
sea. There were bullets flying around 
because the Japs in a small patrol boat 
were firing at the survivors in the water. 
They even went astern with their boat to 
gel ihem with the screws.” 

Large numbers did manage to swim the 
four miles to an island, including Jim and 
Alf. After nine hours in the water. Dan and 
Reg were among those who were who were 
at last picked up by the Japanese who by 
then had realised that some of the PoWs 
had got ashore - possibly to tell the story. 

On the island, Jim was in a group which 
was taken by Chinese fishermen to their 
village where they were fed and clothed. 


The officers in the 200-strong party 
decided that patrolling Japanese boats 
should be signalled to take the men off, as 
it would be impossible to sustain and hide 
such a large number - and if caught doing 
so, the Chinese would face terrible 
reprisals. 

But Jim - who spoke Chinese - was 
determined not to be captured. He teamed 
up with two civilians who had been in the 
Lisbon Maru - A. F, Evans, a tobacco com* 
pany executive, and W. C. Johnston, a 
Treasury official. Gambling that they 
would not be missed, they persuaded their 
Chinese hosts to help them escape. 

Over the next few days their hiding place 
remained undiscovered, despite four 
searches by Japanese troops. Eventually 
the Chinese took them away, sailing from 





















Intent on working 
together - an 
historic letter is 
signed in Bonn 

T HE DEPARTING First Sea Lord's career 
neatly spans two major milestones in the 
Navy's technological development - the 
arrival of its first guided missile system, Sea 
Slug, and that of Tomahawk, which provides 
it with a practical deterrent that is particularly appo¬ 
site to the type of maverick aggressor we are facing 
today. 

Rapid acquisition of the latter testifies to the dose rap¬ 
port the Royal Navy enjoys with the United States Navy. It 
is worth remembering that this was not always so - the 
Anglophobic Admiral Ernest King in particular was ever 
suspicious of the RN and resisted the presence of a British 
Pacific Fleet in World War II. 

But mutual regard has grown apace since then - and 
has lately been given highly visible expression in joint oper¬ 
ations in the Gull and exercises and training programmes 
conducted on and around the US mainland. 

The Royal Marines have this year earned high praise 
from their US counterparts as they deployed their expertise 
as “opposing forces" in the gruelling environment of the 
Mojave Desert. Just lately they have been working closely 
with several allies in the Congo - particularly the French, 
The business of working together, with all the benefits 
thereby accrued from the exchange of ideas and the foster- 
ing of mutual understanding, is a notable feature of the 
post Cold War defence community. 

The happy finale to Admiral Slater’s career has been 
that it is also working well on our own patch. For long a 
supporter of lointery" - "Rarely in my 13-plus years as an 
admiral have 1 seen such a clear shirt towards doing things 
together" - his efforts in breaking down the traditional pref¬ 
erence for fighting one's own particular Service corner with¬ 
out due regard for the common good wilf be seen as his 
best legacy to our Armed Forces of the future. 

And to those of other nations with the same aim of keep¬ 
ing that future secure. One of his last acts as First Sea 
Lord was to sign an historic letter of Intent with his 
German opposite number. Vice Admiral Hans-Ruloph 
Boehmer - who is retiring at the same time. 

This follows on from the one he penned with the French 
Navy a couple of years ago. which has just been enhanced 
by yet another, pledged to improve links between the 
British and French staff colleges. 

These things are designed to formalise already strong 
links, and co-operation between the British and German 
submarine forces has been dose and well-founded lor 
some time, the latter’s traditional expertise in this field mak¬ 
ing for an obviously worthwhile collaboration. 


o wad ays the Royal Navy deploys only nuclear 
submarines and the German Navy solely con¬ 
ventional types - but the operational experience 
is shared and expanded by regular com- 
tcna 


N of both i 

bined training and information exchange. 

In effect, our submarine forces are complementary. 

Both navies are keen on developing co-operation m 
naval aviation, too. As a first step, operations from each 
other's auxiliary ships are already working well. 

Initial moves in snared amphibious operations have also 
been made.Meanwhile, the regular participation of German 
Navy vessels in RN sea training has been "of continuing 
mutual benefit". Their ships, submarines and aircraft are 
valued participants in Joint Maritime Courses and the pres¬ 
ence of permanent German liaison officers on Flag Officer 
Sea Training’s staff adds continuity to the relationship. 

When it comes to hard cash, both navies acknowledge 
the desirability of financially balanced co-operation. 

And in people terms the current practice of exchanging 
personnel for short periods during bilateral exercises will 
continue to be enjoyed, while - “Every opportunity will be 
taken to effect such exchanges at all levels whilst at sea". 

• Below: The German Navy ’s updated Type 206A sub¬ 
marine U26 at Portsmouth for the International Festival 


of the Sea. 




“You don’t think your (surplus) figureheads could be a motoring hazard, Commander?’ 1 


'Handsome reward' 
for faith in festival 



BBI2 






V 


i 


T HE HUGE SUCCESS’ of the International 
Festival of the Sea at Portsmouth has led to the 
town being considered as the permanent home 
of the event. 


During the four-day festival 
over August Bank Holiday, 
about 250,000 people passed 
through the dockyard gates, 
which has encouraged the 
event’s managing director, 
Peter Workman, to open dis¬ 
cussions with the Navy in 
building on that success in 
future years. 

"We have it in the back of our 
minds to hold another event at 
Portsmouth in the year 2001," 
he told Navy News. Talks are 
being held between the Navy 
and the main sponsors. GEO, 


• Above: The Princess Royal arrives at the Festival on 
board HMS Dasher, to be met by Navy Festival organiser 
Capt Paul Canter 

0 Below: The Type 23 frigate HMS Marlborough ’$ cutter 
crew, here striking an attitude on board HMS Warrior from 
whom they borrowed their gig t won the Festival's rowing 
competition, ten other teams competing including one from 
HMS Victory: The course was two miles tong and took an 
average of 20 minutes , 




and we should come to some 
decision within weeks*” 

As things stand, Plymouth is 
due to be the Navy Days venue 
next year, while special events 
are Likely to be held in both 
Portsmouth and Plymouth in 
the millennium year. 

Portsmouth Navy Days are 
due again in 2001, and that is 
being seen as a suitable occa¬ 
sion for a possible repeat festi* 
val, which could turn Into a reg¬ 
ular event every three to four 
years* 

In a message to the Navy, 
First Sea Lord Admiral Sir Jock 
Stater congratulated the RN T 
Royal Marines and civilians 
who made the festival such a 
“huge success", meeting all 
the Navy's objectives. 

“I am delighted that the 
potential which we saw in such 
a venture has delivered a hand¬ 
some reward," he said. 
"Blessed with fine weather 
throughout, we created a mem¬ 
orable festival which raised the 
profile of the Royal Navy 
immeasurably." 

A moment of real fife drama 
came when divers from HMS 
Ledbury saved the life of a 
man who fell into Portsmouth 
Harbour while visiting the 
Festival 

AB Paul Holland and AB 
Jimmy Bond, led by LS{D) Kev 
Amaira, were demonstrating 
their skills In a display tank 
when they were alerted by 
shouts from the public* 

Mark Belfield (21) from 
Croydon had fallen into the 
water in the same spot where a 
man had drowned a month ear¬ 
lier. 

HMS Ledbury Is currently In 
the Mediterranean carrying out 
fleet trials and exercises with a 
NATO MCM force. She returns 
to Portsmouth later this year. 


□ A 20ft Naval figurehead 
has been offered to 
Portsmouth Council to greet 
motorists as they enter the 
city. The figure of the Duke of 
Marlborough, which once 
graced the bows of a 19th cen¬ 
tury ship, at present stands in 
Portsmouth Naval Base. It has 
been offered by the Navy as 
part of a Gateway project to 
improve the appearance of the 
motorway entrance to 
Portsmouth* The project, which 
has been promised a £1.5 mil* 
lion grant by Onyx 
Environmental Trust, Includes a 
plan to erect sculptures along 
the route. 
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• RUNWAY REUNION: Five historic Westland helicopters from HMS Osprey's past will be on display 
at the open day on October 17. They are (t to r) a 1960 Wessex MASS, a 1957 Whirlwind HAS 7, a 1955 
Whirtwmd HAR3 t a 1949 Dragonfly and a 1957 Saunders Roe P531. 

OSPREY'S OPEN 
DAY IS TEE LAST 

T HE ROYAL NAVY Air Station at Portland throws its doors open to the 
public tor the last time on October 17, its final Open Day before closing 
completely in March next year. 

HMS Osprey is still the home of the vast majority of Navy Lynx helicopters but by March 31,1999, 
815 anti 702 Naval Air Squadrons and their back-up facilities will be operating from RNAS 
Yeovilton. 


Triumph 

visits 

remote 

islands 

HMS TRIUMPH paid 
short visits to two 
remote islands while 
deploying to the South 
Atlantic in August, 

She became the first 
submarine to visit St 
Helena since 1992 and 
went on to deliver half a 
ton of malt to Ascension 
Island, 

Bad weather meant that 
only a few of the crew 
could go ashore at St 
Helena, but those who did 
received a very warm wel¬ 
come, and were thoughtful 
enough to bring back 
postcards of the island to 
show the others what they 
had missed. 

On her return from the 
South Atlantic, HMS 
Triumph wilt be stopping 
at Florida for a chance to 
meet up with friends and 
family before heading 
back to Devonport, where 
she is expected back 
before Christmas, 


Portland is within five miles of 
the place where Lt Samson 
launched a Short biplane from the 
cruiser HMS Hibernia in 1912, a 
feat considered by many to mark 
the birth of naval aviation. 

In WWI, the terrible U-Boat 
toil on shipping led the Admiralty 
to establish a chain of RN sea¬ 
plane bases around the coast, and 
on September 16, 1916, a flight of 
four Short seaplanes was estab¬ 
lished close to the current site. 

When the RAF formed in 1918, 
Portland transferred to the new 
service and became 241 
Squadron, before disbandment 
saw the aviation presence vanish 


for 20 years. 

In September 1939, 772 Sqn 
was formed to operate Swordfish 
aircraft, but with the fall of 
France the air station and anti¬ 
submarine school became a prime 
target for the Luftwaffe, forcing 
the squadron to move to 
Campbeltown in 1940. 

Aviation returned to 
Portland in 1946 when the 
anti-submarine school 
moved South again, and 
the first helicopters 
appeared in the form of the 
Sikorsky R-4Bs. 

These were to pave the way for 


the use of helicopters throughout 
the Fleet and a major building 
programme began at Portland. 

RNAS Portland was officially 
opened in April 1959, and in 
August that year 815 Sqn 
reformed as 737 Sqn, taking over 
the role of anti-submarine opera¬ 
tional flying school. 

In August 1961 s 771 Helicopter 
Trials Sqn was formed, then 829 
Sqn arrived from Culdrose to take 
on the role of parent squadron for 
Wasp ship’s flights in 1964, 

Several changes have occurred 
since then but Portland has 
remained the home base for all 
frigate and destroyer flights. 


Ceremony held to mark 
independence of Belize 


BRITAIN'S ties with Belize were remem¬ 
bered at a ceremony in London to mark the 
200th anniversary of the country's libera¬ 
tion from Spanish rule. 

British settlers, known as Daymen, joined the 
RN sloop HMS Merlin and 200 soldiers of the 
93rd of Foot to defeat a Spanish force of 30 ships 
and 2,000 troops at the Battle of St George's Cay 
on September I Q, 1798. 

The colony went on to become British 
Honduras until it gained independence as 


Belize, and September 10 is the country's nation¬ 
al day, 

in London, the anniversary was marked with 
ceremonials in Horseguards Parade hosted by 
the High Commissioner for Belize, Doctor Ursula 
Barrow, and Vice Admiral Alan West, with 
Defence Secretary George Robertson as guest 
of honour 

□ The Navy's new helicopter carrier HMS 
Ocean is heading for Belize this month to 
embark commandos who are completing six 
weeks of jungle training. 


The final open day on Saturday 
October 17 will be an opportunity 
for all to see Portland as it is 
today and meet the personnel 
who are currently running the 
busy station. 

Gates open at 1000 and admis¬ 
sion is free. Events include a fly¬ 
ing display, every type of heli¬ 
copter that has served at the sta¬ 
tion, fire fighting and parachute 
displays, field gun runs and the 
Band of the Royal Marines, 

A fun fair and bouncy castle 
will be available for younger kids 
and a grand raffle will be drawn 
with a Ford Ka as the top prize. 

Prince Andrew, who was senior 
pilot of 815 Sqn until recently, will 
also be present during the day. 



• Royal Artillery ; 179$ style : the ceremonials at Horseguards Parade included a re-enactment of the action which liberated Belize 


40 Year s of Fleet Air Arm History 



80 PAGE FULL COLOUR TRIBUTE 

Packed with photographs and features covering 
the 40 year history of RNAS Portland 

Order this unique publication for just £5,00 + P&P 


Please send me.(no of copies), each ai a price of: □ £6.00 UK & BFPQ 
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Credit Card No: I I I L _LL1 1 1 1 1 I I 1 I L J 
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Osprey - End of an Era, Resort Marketing ik Publishing, Suhes 1-8, Maritime 
House. Suultiwi‘11 Business Park, Portland, Dorset DT5 2XS 
Tel: +44 (0) 1305 822 m Fax: +44 t&\ 1305 820444 


CALLING ALL 
YOUNG POETS 


WIN THIS 
STREET 
MAGIC 
FUNBIKE 

Support our 
seafarers in this 
International Year of the 
Ocean by challenging your creative skills. 

Write a poem on any aspect of the sea - 
its wonder, its beauty, its danger and its 
contribution to life on Earth. 



OCEAN HIGHWAYS 

SEA POETRY COMPETITION FOR 
16-25 YEAR OLDS 


First Prize 

A Suzuki Street Magic 
TR50S Funbike 

The competition is sponsored by Suzuki GB 
pic in aid of King George's Fund for Sailors 
(KGFS) the Seafarers' Charity. KGFS is the 
central fund for all the nautical charities 
which look after the welfare needs 
of seafarers and their families from 
the Royal Navy, the Merchant Navy 
and the Fishing Fleets. 

Please support our seafarers by sending for 
full details either for yourself or for a‘relative 
or friend who is an aspiring young poet. 

Registered Charity No: 226446 _ 

“ ~-—-— 

Please send details of Ocean Highways 

Poetry Competition to: | 



First name 
(Mr/Mrs/Ms) 


5 

z 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


i 

Return completed coupon to: 

KGFS, Poetry Competition, 8 Hatherley Street, ' 
London SWl P 2YY or telephone Linda Hardie | 
on 0171 932 0000 , 




















































When not carrying out the primary 
military tasks, squadron ships arc involved in a continu¬ 
ing process of sun-eying coasts and seas around the 
world in their defence survey role ■- gathering hydro- 
graphic and oceanographic data for Admiralty Charts 
and other products for the Fleet. 

The squadron also includes the smallest vessel in the 
Fleet, HM Survey Motor Launch Gleaner, which con- 


—;.. 


Report: 
Pictures: LA(PHOT 
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op»ns lew ships on the horizon, new technologies, new capabilities 
and new priorities - Royal Navy hydrographic surveyors are 
moving purposefully into the spotlight 


T HE TASK force commander of 
the future will have a new 
expert on hand to help take 
guesswork out of the equation. 

The X(HM) Warfare Branch, now up and 
running and causing considerable interest at 
Dartmouth, will be responsible for combin¬ 
ing the varied skills of the hydrographic sur¬ 
veyors (IT) and meteorologists/oceanogra- 
phers (M) into a new environmental warfare 
officer. 

And to put the new breed of “druggies’’ in the 
vanguard wifi be a state-of-the-art Hydrographic 
Sun-eying Squadron (HSS), leaner, more produc¬ 
tive and more capable than before. 

Ocean survey vessel HMS Scott points the way 


ahead, gathering data in seven-mile-wide swathes from 
around and beneath her hull at speeds unimagined 
when her squadron sisters were built 

Those sisters, HM ships Bulldog, Beagle, Roebuck 
and Herald, arc due to be replaced by three new lean- 
manned 3,500-tonne hulls early in the next century - a 
threefold increase in tonnage of the squadron with 
almost 50 per cent less manpower, and achieving an 
increased output of ISO days per year, which equates to 
a year’s work by one of the current smaller vessels. 

Through flag 0Ulcer Surface Flotilla (FQSF). 
Captain (H), Opt Richard Cotton FOSF's senior 
man tit Devonport - Is expected to fulfil a number of 
front-line militaiy requirements, the most important of 
which is amphibious surveying, a task carried out oper¬ 
ationally as soon as the threat of mines has been dealt 
with. 

Following a tradition going back to Cook in the St 
Lawrence River prior to the storming of Quebec in 
1759, including vital work carried out by RN surveyors 


• Flag ships - 
HMS 8uMog f s 
ihtc 


on the D-Day beaches, the mixtern druggie must create 
a detailed picture of environmental conditions which 
assault troops will encounter. 

Central to this is the NATO initiative called Rap 
Environmental Assessment (REA), which the HS 
making giant strides to embrace, 

NATO actually seeks a turnaround time of 30 days; 
the Royal Navy wants the infor¬ 
mation in less than 24 hours - a 
more practical timescale in mod¬ 
em scenarios. 

From the sub sou-bed to the 
upper atmosphere, from offshore 
to the hinterland, information is 
gathered and analysed and 
reports are prepared by X(HM) 
officers. Eventually data will be 
transferred automatically from an 
environmental sensor suite to the 
ship's or task group s command 
systems, providing accurate three- 
dimensional images of the urea. 

The survey team works from the 200 metre contour at 
sea up to ten miles inland, and must be flexible and “dis¬ 
creet' - not covert* though they can work at night. 
Equipment includes familiar surveying gear, as well as 
surf buoys and remote current meters. Other 
"Mtopomtius" vehicles will feature in the future. 

Meanw hile the mothership will he conducting surveys 
around the fleet - satellites cannot yet survey beneath 
the sea. 

The X(HM) officer will be responsible for ensuring 
the information is accurate, collating it with that from 
other sources, and then forecasting an environmental 
picture including the state of the weather, sea, swell, 
surf, sonar performance and ocean front movements. 

Most importantly, the X(HM) - an integral part of 
the warfare planning team - will advise commanders on 
the best use of the for 


hydrographic 
surveying 
party works 
inshore during 
Exercise 
Destined Glory 
in Spain as the 
task group 
prepares for 
the landing. 
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forecast conditions to deploy trtxjps, 
weapons, sensors and platforms, 

"‘With equipment likely to be more or less similar, 
whatever the countries involved, it will be the quality of 
the environmental data that will give the edge for war¬ 
fare officers," said < apt Cotton. 

These Combat Survey Operations form a vital de¬ 
ment of an amphibious assault, and were first tested 
during Exercise Purple Star in 1996, and have been 
refined in subsequent exercises, including Strong 
Resolve *98, 

I he squadron also has an important mine counter¬ 
measures (MCM) role, with HSS ships acting as plat¬ 
forms for MCM commanders on operational duties and 
providing logistical and environmen¬ 
tal support for deployed task groups. 

This emphasis on their front-line 
tasks has been signalled in the now- 
grey hulls - they were white - and the 
more recent switch from A prefixes 
(for Auxiliary) to H for 
B 


Dro 


• New 
colours - 
survey vessel 
HMS Herald 
pictured with 
grey hull and 
new H prefix , 


ducts inshore surveys around 
Britain , By the end of the 
year, with her new muliibeam 
sonar system, she will be the 
most sophisticated NATO 
survey vessel of her size. 

Icc patrol ship HMS 
Endurance provides a British 
presence in the South 
Atlantic and Antarctic 
with a programme 
which includes support of tire 

garrisons in the Falklands and South Georgia and lend¬ 
ing assistance to the British Antarctic Survey as well as 
hydrographic work. 

Two non-Naval hulls complete the nine-ship 
squadron - Naval Panics U)0K (in Marine Explorer) and 
1016 (in Proud Seahorse) carry out a civil hydrographic 
programme sponsored by the Depanment of the 
Environment, Transport and Regions, 

Latest esti- 

• On reflec¬ 
tion ~ LS 
Martin 
Godfrey (in 
minor) and Lt 
Niatl Foulis of 
HMS Roebuck 
on Exercise 
Rapid 
Response , 


mates say that the 
new ships could 
be delivered by 
the year 2002 - 
they arc at the 
beginning of a 
procu rente nt 
process which Ls 
shortly to seek 
negotiations over 
a private finance 
initiative. 




































NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 1998 23 



• Big sister ~ HMS Scott , the pride of the Surveying Squadron, should 
soon be joined by equatly-modern but smailer companions to take 
hydrographic surveying into the 21 st century. 


Names being bandied around the HQ include much- 
loved reminders of past heroes - Endeavour, 
Enterprise, Shackle ton and Cook among thcru. 

The new ships will not be constrained by the weather, 
and will be able remain on station- mainly on the conti¬ 
nental shelf - throughout the year. 

The squadron gets on average two short-notice calls 
for assistance every year. Recent examples include; 

M Completing a survey of the Barrow harbour channel 
when a civil company was halted by bad weather. In con¬ 
sequence, HMS Vanguard was able to undertake sea tri¬ 
als, which saved a month in the Trident boat's pro¬ 
gramme, 

■ A fly-away ic&m was sentto Brunei to reconnoitre the 
assault beadles for Ocean Wave - their equipment can 
be freighted militarily or commercially ~ while HMS 
Herald landed a survey party in Diego Garda to check 
berths and tidal Hows for UK and US warships 
M HMS Roebuck was diverted to Cyprus u> undertake 
surveys for the Commander British Forces. 

Wiih its waterfront HQ and stores in an historic 


Devonport building* new roles* new colours* new num¬ 
bers, and new ships in the offing, the HSS feels it has 


achieved its goal of being regarded as an integral part of 
the Navy's Surface Flotilla, said Cap! Cotton. 

We are doing what we have always done, hut doing 
it better ami in a more focused fashion. 

The warfare community is waking up lo the fact that 
reliable environmental data provided by the HSS now 
forms a vital and integral part of their present and 
future business. 11 ' 


# Hydrographic surveying, modem style - 
the mission space on Board HMS Scott 
where computers quickly make sense of the 
vast amounts of data gathered. 


Aike Gray 
[Andy White 


• Grey ship silhouette - HMS Roebuck during Exercise Rapid Response , 
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High frequency motor j 
alternator J 

(transmission power) | 


Range recorder 
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[ Transducer training handwheel 


l Loudspeaker 


Bowden drive for transducertraining 


Bowden drive for 
transducertrainmg 
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Transminer 
tuning panel 
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Battery charge/ 
discharge control 


Receiving amplifier 


Batteries foneceiver| 
supplies 


Hull unit installing 
winch 


Training shaft 


Fixed stainless steel dome 


Christmas Crackers 

‘IN CONFIDENCE’ - nearly 600 politically 

incorrect comments from Royal Navy, Army, Royal 
Air Force and Royal Marines confidential reports! 
Guaranteed to make you laugh out loud!! 

Only £9.95 inclusive of P&P 
Send name, address and cheque, or 
fax credit card number and expiry date to 
FoSAMA, PO Box 42, Torpoint, Cornwall 

PL11 2YR. Fax: 01503 230421 or visit 
www.sama82. org. uk 

Friends of Ihe South Allanlie Medal Association (1982) 11 Carew Close, Graf (hole. Cornwall FL11 2YR, 


Asdic - the long 
learning curve 


A SDIC, the underwater detection system now known as sonar, took its name from 
the fnitial letters of the Allied Submarine Detection Investigation Committee set 
up as an Anglo-French project 80 years ago. The invention was actually mainly 
French in conception. 


The first destroyer asdic sets were issued in 
the Royal Navy in 1922, trials and exercises 
uncovering problems which remain problems 
to this day. Deep water contains unpredictable 
layers of differing temperature and salinity 
while pressure increases iinearly with depth - 
and these factors distort or bend asdic trans¬ 
missions. 

It was discovered that while the water noise 
associated with a ship's speed was a signifi¬ 
cant factor, so too was the relatively unfamiliar 
phenomenon of cavitation. Thus more atten¬ 
tion was paid to optimising flow around the 
hull and its appendages and to designing pro¬ 
pellers for optimum performance within specif¬ 
ic speed bands. 

British developments in asdic between the 
wars were well publicised - with two unfortu¬ 
nate effects. Firstly, and against all practical 
evidence, there grew in the Royal Navy a gen¬ 
eral belief that the submarine no longer posed 
a practical threat. 

Secondly, Doenitz, a seasoned ex-sub¬ 
mariner, realised that the old World War 1 tactic 
of attacking on the surface at night would go 
far toward offsetting asdic's advantages. 

By the early 1930s the remaining escorts 
built in World War I were judged to be no 
longer effective and new classes were intro¬ 
duced. Asdic was only just being made avail¬ 


able for smaller ships which, defying historical 
lesson, were equipped more with an eye for 
anti-aircraft defence and minesweeping than 
for anti-submarine work. 11 was assumed that 
the low submerged speed of submarines 
would allow them to attack convoys only from 
within a well-defined sector forward of the 
beam, and the theory and tactics of escort 
cover were based on this faulty supposition. 

As deployed in World War II, asdic could 
detect and track a submerged submarine at 
about 2,000 yards in good conditions. 
However, the escort had to slow down for the 
system to operate properly, and until the devel¬ 
opment of the contact-fuzed ‘Hedgehog' mor¬ 
tar, the ship would lose contact just before 
making its depth charge attack. 

The 'business encf of early asdics was 
cranked around by hand, enabling the operator 
to listen on a specific bearing or to search in 
azimuth. Improvements saw it motor-driven 
and connected to the ship's gyro repeater, to 
keep It on a constant bearing. Developing 
instrumentation techniques allowed range and 
bearing to be displayed remotely tor the bene¬ 
fit of bridge personnel. 

• The illustration is taken from Jane's Naval 
History of World War II (HarperColtins £29.99) 
by Bernard Ireland. 
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Malta and 
the British, 
a 200-year 
relationship 


T HE DUKE of York will open a special naval exhi¬ 
bition in Malta this month to mark the 200th 
anniversary of British relations with the George 
Cross Island. 


These began with the two 
year blockade which saw 
the expulsion of 
Napoleon's army - and 
allowed Malta to be 
acquired "almost by acci¬ 
dent". 

The Malta Maritime Museum 
in Vittoriosa provides the back¬ 
drop to the exhibition, running 
from October 2-31, which vivid¬ 
ly presents the war then taking 
place in the Mediterranean. 

Exhibits - many of them 
never displayed before - have 
been drawn from a wide variety 
of sources, including the 
Maltese Government, private 
individuals and the National 
Maritime Museum. 

A recreation of part of a gun 
deck and other interactive 
hands-on exhibits will give vis¬ 
itors an insight into conditions 
on board ships of the blockad¬ 
ing British squadron - and into 
the appalling privations suf¬ 
fered by the besieged troops 
and the civilian population, as 
witnessed by Capt Alexander 
Sail in a letter to Nelson from 
HMS Alexander, dated March 
31. 1799: 

* The miseries and wretched 
poverty of the Maltese have 
caused a malignant fever to 
break out, which has swept off 
a number of troops as well as 
inhabitants. 

"All the Portuguese and 
Neapolitan officers are sick, 


Sixties survivors reunited ... 


‘THE PAST isn't dead," wrote 
William Falkner. "It isn't even 
past." So far as the movies are 
concerned, tun a week goes by 
without a reminder of how pre¬ 
cisely true that observation is. 

Even when the fa! lady has sung, 
yon can he sure some enterprising 


producer will persuade her back 
for a couple of encores. Proof that 
the l9M)s are still loitering with 
intent is provided by the new ver¬ 
sion of The Avengers, which 
declines to update the original 
except so far as technical matters 
and special effects arc concerned, 
and instead reproduces exactly the 


Screen Scene - by Bob Baker 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion, Biography, 
Children’s Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 
AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Dovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 


-HMS. GANGES (The tlnal farewell > 
. . video, lile.il birthday /surprise 
present. Documentary includes all 
aspects of GANGES be I ore 
demolition. One rear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia. produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author H.M S. GANGES 
lRo!] on my dn/en!) X H.M.S 
GANGES (Tides of live TROG. S.i 
S.A.E details Douglas Use. Penman 1 1 
Redruth. Cornwall TR, lb 6SX 


GET 

PROMOTION! 


T-Shirts, Sweatshirts, Polos, 
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops, 
Singlets, 

Baseball Hats, Ties, 
Embroidered 
Badges and Jumpers, 
Pennants, Mugs, 

Sports Bags and Holdalls, 
JogTrack Suits & Shell Suits 


AS PROMOTIONS 

12. Avenue Industrial Estate, 
Justin Road, London, E4 &SU 
Telephone 01 SI-523 3263 
Fan 0t81 531 7298 


ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 

H 1919-1994 

nou> with addendum 

1995-1998 

A two-volume work in hardback 
wiih Jt-paqji* addendum, Full colour 
printing of over 1720 approved 
Pattern badge* for H.%1 Ships, 
Shore Establishments and R.F.A’s 
together with a brief tent Tor every 
badge, full index and glossary of 
heraldic term*. AvmhiljJc from 
marl lime bookshops or from; 

STONE FRIGATE 

17. AHirtgton Drive, Strood, Kent. 

Tel. 01634-711167 

for further information 


atmosphere and lone, not only or 
the old TV series but of that whole 
cycle of spy spools and frivolous 
fantasies which were such a feature 
of the decade. 

Hero and heroine again 
exchange stiff upper lip badinage, 
while another megalomaniac mas¬ 
termind devises increasingly eccen¬ 
tric methods to achieve world 
domination. 

Here Sean Connery - with Alice 
in Wonderland logic - seizes con¬ 
trol of I he weather (bergs in the 
T hames, double-deckers buried in 
the snowy wastes of Trafalgar 
Square). On hand to thwart this 
actually quite interesting scheme 
are Uhia Peel or rather Emma 
Thurman, all curves and catsuits: 
and Ralph Fiennes, looking some¬ 
what ill at ease under the famous 
Steed howler. Connery, marching 
briskly in and out of the movie, 
experiences, for a change, the los¬ 
ing end of a climactic mu no a 
mano, while the comic Eddie 


Our cobber’s 40! 


Chronicling the News , an 
album of cuttings to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the 
Royal Australian Navy 
News - to whom we send 
fraternal greetings - is 
available from Topmill Pty 
Ltd, 102 Victoria Road, 
Marrickvijle. NSW 2204, 
Australia at $14.95 plus $3 
pp. Tel (02) 9565 1266. 


Ezzard. trying his hand at villainy, 
leers and glowers extensively, but 
cleverly says not a word from start 
to finish. 

Another reminder of the Sixties 
is on offer in The Odd Couple II. 
a 30-ycars-ofi re-encounter 
between Oscar the shambling slob 
(Walter Matthau) and Felix the 
hypochondriac neatness fetishist 
(Jack Lemmon), 

The late Gilbert Harding used 
to tell a story , dating back at least 
to the Boer War, about a soldier 
coming to an arrangement with a 
street lady and going back to her 
flat. The first thing he sees as Ire 
walks through the front door is a 
dead horse. 

'‘Well,** says the hooker defen¬ 
sively, "nothing was said about 
tidying tip," 

There must have been some 
such traumatic incident in Felix s 
background, as he compulsively 
scans the carpel for stray crumbs. 
‘ You're driving me bersoik!" ago¬ 
nises Matthau, whose New' 
York Jewish sensibilities arc fur¬ 
ther tortured by the Spanish ambi¬ 
ence of California, w here the pair 
lind themselves for the wedding ol 
their respective kids. 

Though deriving specifically 
from the Sixties, this actually 
seems to reach back furl her, to the 
classic radio shows ot even earlier 
decades, almost arriving at the 
point where old fashioned" goes 
full circle to become radical and 
fresh all over again. 


and some in a dangerous way. 
Out of eleven British artillery¬ 
men who were landed here, 
two are dead and three are dan¬ 
gerously ill" 

On the same day it was 
noted tn the Hall of the 
Congress in Malta: 

whilst suffering the pain 
which our present extreme 
necessities impose upon us. 
we are nevertheless consoled 
by reflecting that they may be 
the eventual cause and the 
occasion, as we hope, of 
obtaining His Britannic Majesty 
for our Sovereign, under 
whose incorruptible and mild 
government all his subjects 
live happily ..." 

British High Commissioner 
Graham Archer told Navy 
News he hoped the exhibition 
would reinforce Britain's long 
standing connections with 
Malta, ai a time when there 
were wide ranging plans for the 
development of Grand 
Harbour, 


Looking for 
a good book... 
Then read on! 


NEVER , . . 

Buy a new Naval Book or Video 
before checking our prices first - 
which include delivery to your door. 
Send today for our FREE 
catalogues: 

Maritime Books, Lodge Hill 
Liskeard, PL14 4EL 
Tel 01579 343663 
Fax 01579 346747 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

wm 

The Pentland Press 

Edinburgh Cambridge Durham USA 
Established publisher welcomes 
boohs In all subjects 

Wbte for details or send your manuscript to 

Mlchnl Mcl natty 

Pentland Prvsi (NN), 1 Hutton Cto*«, 
South Church, Durham DL14 6XB 

Tel: 01388 776555 Fax: 01388 776766 


NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR WORK 

ALL SUBJECTS CONSIDERED 

Fiction, N cm-Fiction. Biography. 
Rciigu.Hu, Poetry. Onidrcm 

AUTHORS WORLD-WIDE INVITED 
Writs or B«nd your manuscript to 

MINERVA PRESS 

I OU3 9RDMPTQN «0*p, LONDON SWT 3DO 


Send for ana now. 

GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

PO Bov 7 St Laoeards-oe-Sea, 
v East Sussex, TN37 62A y 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

tARQE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10 * (SATURDAY 10-11 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books, 

98 100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne f NE6 5HL 
Telephone: 0191 265 6333 


Tribute to 
the Dogs 
of war 


BUILT of plywood and powered 
by petrol engines, the Fair mile D 
Class Motor (Sun Boats and 
Torpedo Boats played havoc with 
enemy shipping on more than 35(1 
occasions, 

Leonard Reynolds - who served 
in MGB fob for three years and 
earned a DSC for action in the 
Mediterranean - giv es an authori¬ 
tative account of their operations 
in Dog Boats at War (Sutton 
125) lot which he has drawn on the 
reminiscences of several hundred 
veterans, 

It was in home waters that the 
D og Boa i s w e re pa rl ieu I a r I y e lie e - 
live in attacking the heavily 
defended enemy convoys along 
the Dutch coast. T hey also made 
their mark in the Channel, ope rat¬ 
ing out of Dover and Dartmouth. 

Their contribution to mine lay¬ 
ing and later to the del cnee ot the 
Normandy landings assault area 
and its approaches in June LM4 
was invaluable, as w as their rule in 
prole cling coastal convoys from E- 
hoat attacks 

As Admiral ol the Fleet Lord 
Lew in notes in his foreword, 
manned almost entirely by peace* 
lime volunteer reserves and 
wartime sailors, they were "virtu¬ 
ally a private navy " 

"Once in the boats’ I hey stayed 
in, and would never, if they could 
help it. transfer to whiil they 
regarded as the Pusscr Navy, 

"Early responsibility, small 
cliwc-kmi crews, the chance to gel 
to grips with the enemy, attracted 
the best men from the home coun¬ 
try and an almost disproportionate 
number Irom the conn tries of the 
Old C 'omnioiiwealth." 


BOOKS ON SHIPS 
AND THE SEA 

Bend far free lint# of utsrd and 
antiquarmn book a from our huge stock 
on Naval & Merchant Shipping 

N, Fisher Nautical 

HunUwwd, fit Hirtfiu Lane, Strut 
HiuciKfcri. Su—e* BNfi SSH 

TtdTa*; 01X73 


flew photo 's 
from Old! 


[Scratched * Ripped " Faded 


Using a computerised process, 
we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your orlgtnat image. 

Repairs from: £19,99 
Enlargements from: £6.00 

Quantom imaging 

freepost TK2Q7? (no stamp req) 
PO t$ox &£i. Egham, 

Surrey, TW208&H 

TEC; Q17S4 430607 

HP BOOKBINDERS; Established 

professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Hose, 
Bledlow Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
HP 14 4AP. Tel: (01494) 4811 18 
Fax: (01494] 48112L 
m a n i n(b hp- book fttiders,eo. u k 



.of sentimental, 
irreplaceable value? 

Cracked? Faded? Torn 
or stained? 

Let us put it right 
again! 

8c enlarge it to 10” x T* 
B&W reproduced in colour 
Originals untouched 
Shall we discuss it? 


PHOTO HFIl Hit 

Douglas t louse. 
Pen ma rt h, 
Redruth 

( oriiwulL TK 16 6NX 

01209X61 ]fO 
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NoticeBoard 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY was issued by Com mods** 
Naval Drafting in September itjr the tallowing 
to bo promoted to chief petty officer: 

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(fl) W Carr (Raleigh). DR 
Francs iJMOTS Norlhwood), G.J! George 
(London). IM L Gibbens (Agripps NavSouth) 

OPERATIONS (PTl) 

To CPOPT - M.J. Dooley (Illustrious). B 
Pulley (Dartmouth BRNC) 

MEDICAL 

To CPOMA M R. Burton (Dolphin), P 
Johnson (Neptune CF5). G A Murrin 
(Neptune NT) 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(M) M R Morton (Drake 
CFM) 


WEAPON ENGINEERING 

To CPOWEM(R) M R Simpkins (Fft 
Comm* London). 

fleet air arm 

To CPOAEM(M) J Naples (FONA) 
SUBMARINE SERVICE 

To CPCXWSM) -1 M Foot (Vigilant (Sibd). 

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF 
A RT1FIC E R TECHNIC* AN 

Authority was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting in September tar the tallowing 
to be advanced to Acting Charge Chief 
Artificer-Technician. 

To CCAEA(M) JR Smales Creawell 
(RNAS YeovittpriL K.A. Gtengter (Cutarose). 
G.D. Holman (845 Sqn.J 

To CCAEA(R) S.A Roberts (RNAS 

I), J.J. Masson 


Portland). 


on (Sultan). 


Points 


THE tallowing shows the total points of the 
ratings at the top of each advancement roster 
lor petty officer and leading rates in 
September after issue ol 04 3s. 

Intermediaries (Inti indtoalee that person 
nel can be advanced before Iriay are eligible 
lo receive merit points or betare the rosier 
can be adjusted to take account of thorn This 
means thai personnel are advanced in "basic 
date' order Dales shown against "inf rosters 
are the basic dates of the lop eligible person 
net The number tallowing the points (or 
basic date) « the number advanced in 
September 

CCMEAML Ini 13.3,m Nil. CCMEAEL 
; COME 


Int (5 1196). Nil; 


■ Int (7 3 98). Nil 

weaelsm 


WIEAMLSM Dry, Nit; 
CCMEAELSM Dry. Nil; CCWEAADC Dry. 
Nil; CCWEAWDO ■ Dry. Nil; CCWEAADC* 
SM Dry, Nil; CCWEAWDOSM Dry. 1; 
CCWEA&WSNAVSM Dry. Nil; 

CCWEASWSTECSM Dry, Nil; CCAEAM 
177 [1.5.97), 3; CCAEAR - Dry, 2; 
CCAEAWL 301 [28 11 95), Nil 

POtEWMO) 330(15.11.94), Nil; LS(EW) 
• Int (15.7 97). 2. PO(M) 187 (14.11.95), 4. 
LS(MJ * 140 (IB,IT.95), Nil; PO(R) - 412 
(14.1.94). TT. LS(nj 102 (123-96). 3; 
PO(S) - 115 (12 3.96). Nil; LS(S) 451 
(149 93}, 2; PO(D) 618 (14.1.931, Nil; 
LS(D) 681 (10,392), 2: PO(MWKO Ini 
117.3 98} 1: LS(MW) Ini (11.3.97!, N.l 
PO{SH) 463 (12.10.93). Nil: L5(SR) 248 
<14 3 95}, Nil: f>0(SEA) 653 (15 9 92). Nil 
POCY 2B1 (14.2.95). 6, POCO 536 
(8 6 93). Nil. LRO - Int (11 6 96). 6; PORT 
604 (9.2.93), 1. RPO 708 (10.3 92), Nil, 
POMEM(LKGS) ■ Dry. 3; LMEM<LXGS) Int 
(12.12.97). 9. POMEM(M)(G5) 401 
(2T1 94), 8; LMEM(MXGS) 248 {12.12 94), 
10; POWEM(O) - 183 (5.9.95). Nil 
LWEMfO) 219 (29 3 95), Nil 

POWEMfflMGS) 320 (3 5.94). J 

LW£M(R)(GS) 382 (7 3.94), 2; POCA(GS) 
584 (18.12 93). NjI; LCH(GS) 526 
(23.2,93). 6 POSTD(GS) 853 (28.6.91), 
Nil; LSTD(GS} 374 (16 6.94) N.l; 

POSJMGS) 477 (3.12.93), 1; LSA(GS) 
157 (24.10.95), Nil; POWTR{G3) 538 
m .8,93), Nil. LWTR(GS) 477 (6 693). 3: 
POM A - 76 (14.5.96). 4; LMA 98 (12 3 96). 
4. 

PO(S}(SM}(0) 717 (3.3.92). 1; 

LS(SMSM) 654 (26 11 91), 1; POfTSKSM) 
500 (10 6 93), Nit LSfTSHSM) 534 
(19 1,93), Nil PORS(SM) - 501 (12,10.93). 
3; LRO(SM) 450 (12.10,93}, 1; 

POMEM(L)(SM) Int (2.12,97), Nil; 


LMEM(L)fSM) 

POMEM(MMSM) Dry, Nil; LMEM(MKSM) 
377 (269.93}. Nit; POWEM(R)(SM) 603 
(3.11 92). 1: LWEM(R)lS*i) - 931 |1.5.90} 1 
POBA(SM) Int (9.7 98), 1; LSA(SM) Jnt 
(5 8.96). Nil; POWTR(SM) - Int (162 97), Nil; 
LWTR(SM) 246 (5,4.95}. Nk: POCA(SM) 
Int (6,8.97). Nil; LCH(SM) 706(7.11 91). Nil: 
POSTD(SM) 796 <25 2,92), Nil; LSTD(SM} 
834 (19.2.91), Nil 

POA(AH) 926 (23.3.91), Nil. LA(AH) 
448 (19.10 93). 1; POA(METOC) fnt 
(23.6-98). Nil; LA(HETOC) Int (2.10 96). 1; 
POA(PHOT) ■ 1023 <3.10.89), Nil, POA(SE) 
■ 793 (1.2.91}, Nit; LA(SE) 201 (24 7.95). 
Nil; POACMN 408 ( 22 7 93), 2; POAC * 
Dry Nil; POAEM(M) Int (3-10-96). 6; 
LAEM(M) 449 (21.10.93), 7; PQA£M(R) ■ 
Int (19.396). 1: LAEI4(R} 599 (28,5 92), 
Nil; POAEUHL) Dry Nil; LAEM(L) 445 
(15,9.93). 3. 

POW(R) 306 (12 7.94), Nil; POW(RS) 
662 (9.6 92). 1: LWRO 691 (3.12 91), 0; 
POWPT 593 (9 2 93). 1. RPOW 660 
(10.3.92). Nil POWCA Dry. Nil, LWCH 
Dry. Nil: POWSTD 1015 (16 7 90), Nil; 
LWSTD 589 (18.2m Nil; POWSA 225 
(1.8.95), Nil: LWSA Dry, Nil; P0WWTR 
536 (27.7 93), Nil; LWWTR 416 (31 3 94), 
1. POWWTR(Q) ■ Irtl (11.7.97), Nil; 
POW(METGC) Dry, N*J; LW(METOC) Dry, 
Nil; POWPHOT 420 (5 10 93), Nil; 

POWAEM(M) Int (20 3.97). Nil: LWAEM(M) 
Dry, Nil: POWAEII(RV * Dry. Nil; 
LWAEM(R) Dry. Nd; PCWAEMfL) ■ Dry, Nil: 
LWAEM(L) Dry. NjI; POTETS 1001 
(15 tt 90), Nil; LWETS 501 (22.9 92), Nil; 
LWTEL 685 (3.12,91), Nil 

POWWA 564 no.3.93). Nil; IWWA - 
696(30.10 31}, Nil POWDHYG Int (2.8.96), 
1, POWDSA Int (30.1.97), Nil LWDSA Ini 
M 7.3.96), Nil. PO EN<0) Dry, Nil; L EN(G) 
Dry, Nil; PONN - 105 (12,3.96), Nil; 
POMA{Q) Dry, Nil; LUA(Q) - Dry, Nil 
PO(AWW) ■ Ini (17,12.96), Nil; 
LOM(AWW) Tnt (25.3 98), 5; PO(AWT) Ini 
(2 10.97), Nil; LDM(AWT) Dry, 5; PO(UW) 
Int (21 2 98), Nil; LOM{UW) - Int 117.2 98). 
Nil, PO(EW) Int (24 7.97), Nil. Ld*(EW) 
Ini <812 97}, Nil; PO<MW) int (15,7.97), Nil; 
LOM(MW) Ini (17 3,96), 3; PQ<C} Int 
(17 0.90). Nil: LOM(C) Ini (16.11,97), 9: 
PCHSSM) Int (23-3-98), Nil; LOM(SSM) Int 
(30.1 97), Nil; PO(T5M) Int (11,796), Nil, 
LOM(TSM) 97 (13.2.96), Nil; PO{CSM) 
403 (8,6.93). Nil; LOM^CSM) * Ini (2.12.97), 
4. PO(WSM) 37913.5 94). tall; LGM(WSM) 


FREEMASONRY 

In 

The ROYAL NAVY & H.M.ROYAL MARINES 

Any Serving or Past Member of the above Services who 
Is serving or has served under the 

WHITE ENSIGN 

Who would like to know more about 

FREEMASONRY 

And who lives in the 

MIDLANDS AREA 

(50 Mile radius of Birmingham) 

CONTACT PETER LORTON - 0121 475 1964 





THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Patron 

Her Tin Queen 

ARNO, the Office**;' Chari table and Social fellowship, i* open lb all Serving and 
Retired Commissioned Officer* of the RN. RM, WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Reserve* 

Formed in 1925, ARNO'* primary purpose u lo assist Members including 
Honorary Member* (the widow* of former members) with grant* and bunanet 
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need 

Todny the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual 
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * Automobile 
Association Membership at Ecu than half price in many eases * House Purchase 
Oentrous cash payment* with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive 
conveyancing costs. * Legal, Financial and MtdkM Consultalfeaa at bee or 
favourable rate* * Trade Discounts in a wide range of service* including insur¬ 
ance. travel, hotels, clothing and hirewe-ar, car hire, medical, jewellery and many 
more A Ust of Member i and a high quality interesting cola or Year Rook are 
issued, and ARNO organise* ‘RegionM Social Functions and Group Holidays * 
A lk*l of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays * 
Mail redirection * Swords and uniform items for sale * an ARNO credit caa-cL 

JjLWlhnPUl “trikaikiLtoga. rfeut tofirirU ikt X4few*lft; ___ 

To: Lx Cfok l M P Coombes RN, ARNO, 7© PoaciffiSTEn Toa,. Loroow W2 TIP 
Please lend me details and a membership applicsiion form. 


To CCWEA(WDOMSM) N.J HorlOb 

(Noptunn SMI). 

CPO ARTlFTCERiTECHWClAN 

Commodore Naval Drafting ft as boon noti¬ 
ced Of th# tettowing advanoomnnis fo Chief 
Pntly Oft<0«T Artificer. Tocftnctan which were 
made by commanding officers 

To CPOMEA- J,M King (Vanguard (Port), 
S.R Millar (Sultan 1 

To CPOWEA M. Barber (Superb). K.M 
Dosdaia (lllusirioue). J.S. Nobte (Chatham), 
E.J. Salisbury (Collingwood), M. Sawlnt) 
(Bravo). B.j. West {Somerset) 

To ACPOWEA IP Davie* (Beaver), G 
McNae (Trenchant} 

To CP GAEA D Crawley (RNAS 
Cuhdrbee), C J. Fairey (Sultan), DN. Maxwell 
(615 OEU Osprey]. GE McGomgle 
(PreetwicA). S.M. Niche Ns (829 Fit 244). 


602 (26 8.92). m 

Sasic dates tar female ratings m the tal¬ 
lowing categories, which have no anamina¬ 
tion tar trie next higher rale, are applied m 
accordance with BR1066 Chapter 22 

POWTEL 763 (1,4.93), Nil. 

The number of B13& Issued m the tamale 
categories are those advanced from ihe 
female Shore roster 

PORSfGS) and PO(CMO) rosters have 
been amalgamated m accordance wrth DC I 
RN 124/96 


Deaths 


CPOWEA Andrew 

Coventry Aug. 30. 


HMS 


Feb. 1945). 



NAVY NEWS looks back through Hs 
pages to recall some of the October head¬ 
lines of past decades • * * 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 



TWO survivors of the battlecruiser HMS Repulse 
mel and shook hands with a former Japanese pilot 
who was involved in sinking her 17 years before. 
Sadao Taka I - author of a book entitled Zero - me I 
Cecil Brown and Horace Abrahams in a Tokyo hotel 
in front of news media cameramen, and with the 
music from the film Bridge Over the River Kwai 
playing in the background Both Britons were man^ 
agers of news offices in the Japanese capital. 


30 years ago 


DIVERS from HMS Reclaim broke endurance 
records during work to salvage an Aer Lingus 
Viscount airliner which had crashed into the Irish 
Sea off Tuskar Rock. Over 26 days they carried out 
91 dives in depths of 250ft. It was one of the most 
dangerous and difficult diving operations ever ear¬ 
ned out by the Navy, and resulted in the recovery of 
over one-third of the wreckage. 


• HMS Salisbury, one of three RN ships due to 
start new careers with the Egyptian Navy, left 
Portsmouth for Alexandria 20 years ago , The 
others were HMS Lincoln and HMS Devon¬ 
shire- 


20 years ago 


THE NAVYs blue liner’ cigarettes were to be 
reduced in tar content in the interests of health. 
Plain and tipped Naval cigarettes were to have a 
two-milligram tar reduction from March 1979. 


Swop drafts 


POWEMfO) Whll4*wu*«, HMS Naptuita 

RNSSS admm. (lei 93255 3331), Will conoid 
ot any draft. 

POWEA(WD; Sellar*. HMS Neptune 
NTD Sonar,Gyro NCSl section (lei 93255 
3617). Will considar any draft. 

SA Robertwn. FSU 1 (01705 352735), 
drafted HMS Iron Duka, Jan 5. Will swop tar 
any Portsmouth ship. 

LMEM(M) B. G. McLean 1 Mess HMS 
Martaorough BF PO 333, deploying Nov Will 
swop tor any ship not deploying 

LCH S. A, Price, HMS Doom, BFPO 366. 
drafted HMS Neptune Dec 16. Will swop tar 
any Portsmoulh shore establishment, but 
anything considered 

ROI(G) Brewer, HMS Sandown, BFPO 
379 (deploying n«*1 year), Will swop lor any 
■■mail ship not deployrng 

LWTR Lee Bale*. HMS Raleigh ext 


Vie* Admiral Sir John (Joe) Hayes 
KCB, OBE. Flag Officer Scotland and 
Northern Ireland 1966-60 Served 1926’60 
Ship* Royal Oak. Cumberland. Fowey, 
Cairo. Ftepulse (Signals Officer, survivor) 
Ope Officer 1 st Cruiser Sqn [Arctic convoys 
including P017). slati of C-in C Malta Post¬ 
war CO Ifigates on $. Africa station, Deputy 
Commander Western Fleet (1964) Lord 
Lieutenant Ross A Cromarty 1977 6fi. Sept 
7 aged 85 

Vice Admiral Sir John Ceded KBE, 
Chief ert Staff lo Commander Allied Forces 
Southern Europe 1982-85. Served 1943 85 
Stwpe; Frobisher. Vanguard. Wild Goose, Gay 
Archer On loan ta RNZN 1956 58. then 
Ashton (CO), Leopard. Appleton and MCM 9 
In GuH (CO). Bulwark. Naval Assistant lo First 
Sea Lord 1970 72. then HMS Otamede (CO 
and Capt F7L CO RN Presentation Team 
1975-76. CO SMOPS, HMS Dryad 1976 79. 
DG Naval Personnel Services 1979-62 
General Manager Canterbury 8 Thanet 
Health Authority 1986-94. Member of Deal 
and WaJmer RNA Aged 60 

Rear Admiral George Brewer CB. Flag 
Officer Medway 1980-82 Served 1948-82 
Ships: Duchess. Carystart (CO). Aginoourt 
(GO). Grenville (COL Excelled* (XO), Juno 
(CO and Capt F4), Tiger (CO and Flag Capt 
to FOF2), Bulwark [CO 1979-80) Member of 
Association of RN Officers. Aged 68 

Col, Patrick (Paddy) Sieven* QBE, MC, 
RM. former CO 45 Gdo, D-Day veteran 
Served 1940-71 Served HMS Kino George 
V, 41 Cdo (SIC A Troop. Sword Beadi. 
Normandy; CO A Troop at Walcheren: 
wounded leading patrol along Maas River. 
Post-war: ‘ 


42 Cdo, RMA 


Sandhurst, 45 Cdo (CO, Aden, Dar-es- 
Salaam, Radian), NATO appomlment 
Brussels. As Civil Servant Assistant 
Secretary was Head of Naval Lew Division 
1979 86 Aug 36, aged 76 

Lt Cdr Wilfred (Bill) Stanley Smith MBE. 
DSM, wartime 'charioteer diver. Served 
1936-87 Shipe: Royal Sovereign, Suffolk. 
Holland (Dunkirk, wounded^ Ranpura 
(Atlantic convoys). As PO trained as one of 
earliest chariot (human torpedo) (fivers at 
HMS Dolphin Recce mission of Starly beach 
es 1943, last chariot attack ol war. sinking 
two Japanese freighters »n Phuket harbour 


(DSM) Rret-war (commissioned gunner); 
Opossum, Bellerophon, Cyclops. Tataol. Iron 
Duke. Harl. Mediator. Charity, Alert, 
“lackwood Wei 
>er Submari 
Aged 78 
tt Langley h 
. CO onarKfim 


Gn die ness. Duncan, Blackwood. Welfare offi¬ 
cer and life mam Per Submarine Ota 
Comrades Association . 

Major David Scott langtey MC, RM 
(retd)., served T943-70. CO of landing craft in 
WWJI Post war HMS Bermuda (Far Easl) 
and Karo. Japan Troop commander 40 Cdo 
Malaya 1952-54, winning MC during action 
against insurgents (wounded! GO 1 Troop. 
45 Cdo (Aden, 1962) , CO 2 Troop, 45 Cdo 
Which dualled mutiny in Tanganyikan army. 
1964. OC Officers Wina Lympstone 1965; 
later on staff of Director hN Security Deputy 
Lieutenant lor Devon, former Deputy 
Secretary Western Wesse* TA 6 VR 
Association. Adjutant to GB shooting learn 
touring S. Alnca 1963 County Shooting 
Gffioer tor Devon Army Cadet Force 1971-74. 
Member ol GB Veterans shooting learn to NZ 
1991-94, member of British Dons shooting 
team to S. Africa 1992 Aged 74, 

Harry Goode, ex PO carpenter Jutland 
veteran (HMS Birmingham i Aug. 9. aged 
102 . 

Cdr Michael W. B Craig Waller DSC 

Ships Cossack. Barham Member of HMS 
Barham Survivors Assodakon. July 3, 

William Isaac Phillip* DSM, ex-L'Slo 
Awarded DSM tor gallantry m min 
HMS Britonwt during 
escorti ng Convoy PQ1 
Hero oi Soviet Unton Veteran of D-Day 
(small craft) Post-war member of MN. 
Freeman of E 


41206, drafted HMS Neptune Nov, 3, WW 
consider any swop except Portsmouth 

LflOfO Owen. RNAS Cukfiooe e*t 2159. 
drafted HMS Illustrious, Feb 1 Will swop tar 
any Devonport ship 

WWTR L A, McCoy. Portemcuth Naval 
Base ext 2633 T. drafted HMS Ralegh UPQ. 
Sepl 28, WIN swop tar any Porismoulh draft 
POWEM(O) G. A. Mills. POs Mess HMS 
Iron Duke, BFPO 309. will swop tor any 
Devonport Ship 

STD Whittles. Wardroom, HMS Warrior, 
drafted HMS Southampton. Jan Will swop tor 
any Portsmoulh ship nol deploying 

PQWWTR Laldiaw (017D5 560027), 
drafted Worthy Down. Nov. Will swop tor any 
Gosport or Portsmouth establish men!. 

ABfEW) Pwrton 3P Mess or EW Office, 
HMS Glasgow, deptoying next year. Will con¬ 
sider any sea billet not deptoying 


Cdr C C B Mackenzie, first CO HMS 
Mcrecambe Bay, Far East 1949 50 Other 
ships included Indefatigable. Leander. 
Member of HMS Morecambe Bay 
Association and Association of RN Officers 

n 2€, aged 07 

erofiiea Grabble CBE. Red Cross VAD 
(Naval) at RNH Haslar WW1I. Later 
Commandant British Red Cross and Scottish 
Chairman oi WRVS Aug 17, aged 87 

Dorothea Gannons Williams OBE. 
served as WRNS decoder WWff Became 
Chairman of Council tar Protection of Rural 
Wales in 199C Aged 73. 

Arthur (Ted) Thorogood. esuL/Tel. HMS 
Morecambe Bay 1951-54 Member ol HMS 
Morecambe Bay Association Aug 13, 

Patrick B alley served m Med & Pacific 
WWII Former president ol Geographical 
Association and found ng editor ol Teaching 
Geography Aged 72, 

Eric Thompson, member ol Yorks. W. 
Riding branch, Russian Convoy Ouk Ship* 
included HMS Wheatland June 27, aged 7 S 
John A. Thornton, w-UTel, member ol 
Algerines Association [HMS Michael 194S 
46). May 27 

Geoffrey S. Jones. ex-Tel TO, member of 
Algerines Association [Atoacore. Fan tome. 
Fly 1944 47), June 23 

William Morris Smallwood, bx AS, 
member of Algerines Association (At»core 

1942-43L July 2 

Eric Tlndatl. eK-AB, member of Algerines 
Association (HMS Moon 1944-47). Jtft 2 
Fred Atkina, ex-canteen manager 
(Gocfiatoce 1952} Jdly 5 

Peter Holloway an SBA (HMS Wave 
1944-46) July 6. 

George Bromley ex-FOGl (HMS 
Truetove 1952) July 16. 

John While, ex POSto., served 1936-47 
Ships: Firedrake, York, London. Lightning 
(survivor) July 31, aped 01. 

Denote Ronald Severn, member of HMS 
Ganges Association (joined Ganges 1944). 
Shipsindluded HMS Ajax July 29, aged 71 
Albert Benjamin (Tomrny} Staler, ex-PO 
Sto., served 1939-45 Aug. 3. aged 83. 

Roy Victor (Broe) Looadaie-Brown. ex- 
CPO Electrician (Air), HMS Unicom t95i -54 
Member of HMS Unicorn Association. June 
13. 

Charlie Ralnton. member ol 
Scarborough branch ol RN Patrol Service 
Assoaation July, aged 76 

Waft Fleming, ex-AS submariner, founder 
member of Hun branch of SOCA Boats: 
Sirdar, Ataida Aged 71, 

Robert Henderson, member ol Majestic. 
Caledonia Boys Association July, aged 76. 

Joe Kennedy, ex SBA, member of 
Russian Convoy Club (HMS Cooke). July 15 
John D, Docheriy. ex-CPOMEr 
mariner. Retired from HM 
2 , 

Alexander (Stinger) Wood. ax-CMEM(L) 
submanner Ships Albion. Rorqual. 
Finwhale. Renown, Orpheus, Raleigh. 


ex-CPOMEM sub- 
HMS Sultan 1973 Aug 


MEM1 Burridge, HMS Liverpool. BFPO 
327. will swop lor any Plymouth ship 

POMEM(M) D. M Stevenson (Hull 
Adqual). HMS Drake ext 67330. drafted HMS 
Invincible. Feb Will swop tor any Type 2223 
deptoying or nol. 

OM(AW)1 Byrd t Moss. HMS Grafton, 
BFPO 291 (ERD 2000) Will consider any 
Portsmouth Type 23. 

MEM(M)1 Say. HMS Marlborough, BFPO 
333. will swop tor any Type 23 not deploying. 

LCH Burford, HMS Norfolk. BFPO 344, 
drafted Faslane. Jan. Win consider any other 
shore base. 

LSA G. Bag nail. Portsmouth Naval Base 
ex! 25253. drafted Northwood, Jan Will swop 
tor any Portsmouth shore base 

WWTH1 Leflch, Portsmouth Naval Base 
ext 27262, drafted HMS Caledonia CFS 
(LWTR/AB billet), Nov 10 Wilt swop tar ary 


Collingwood. Dolphin. Aug 17, aged 57. 

Ll Cdr C, W. Fleck VRD. member of 
Brissenden Association, 

J. Gold emit h. ex-COX N. member of 
Brissenden Association 

A. Sc holes. ex-AB. member of 
Bnseenden Association. 

G, Beckett ex-STD, member ol 
Bnssenden Association. 

Herbie Burnham, ex AB. served 1945- 
46, Member of HMS Serene Association 
Aug. 7. 

Gordon (Jen) Jennings, served HMS 
Urchin 1943-46. Aug 26, aged 73 

Li Cdr Syd Hrtmee RN (rekf). served 

1943- 77, Ship* HMCS Fredericton, HMS 
Indomitable, Forlh. Tiger, Dolphin, 
CoNngwood Aug. 23. aged 73 

B, fl. (Bungy) Williams ex LS gunlayer, 
served 1929 45 Ships: Warspile, Hood, 
Resolution Submarines: Qlway. P36, 
Sptaodki (survivor 1943. PoWy Post war: HM 
Prison Service (Principal Prison Officer). 
Resident Pembroke House Aug. 29. aged 

David Duff, ex-Sto.. served 1942-46 
Ships included HMS Usk. Aug. 29, aged 75. 
Dennis Cyril (Bill) Bland. ea-AB, served 

1944- 47 including HMS Cheviot Aged 72. 
Eric (George) Brown. ex-LMA(O) 

Served HMS Hermes (1976-78) and RNH 
Hatoar (1978-65) In Dubai, Aug 2fi aged 39 
Chartas Pickering ShpsTndudad HMS 
Broadwater Sepl 12. aged 85 

Thomfla Bean exWWII. Ships: Dido. 
Aldenham, LSTs. Sept. 7. 

John Wynne, signalman HMS Barham 
1934-35. Member ol HMS Barham Survivors 
Association Aged 97 

John Qeviea served in HMS Barham 
1939-40. Member ol HMS Barham Survivors 
Association. 

Robert Worrell (Bob) Jervl*. ex POSTO, 
served 1946 68. Shipfi London. Diadem, 
Minerva. Neptune. Ark Royal (824 NAS), 
Maidstone. Victory, Royal Arthur, Bulwark, 
Pembroke. Civilian steward Royal Arthur and 
Officers Mess, Bromplon Barracks. July 28. 
ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
The Rev, H, G, W. Macdonald Ships: 
Merlin, Illustrious. Falcon. Si Angelo, Drake. 

Cap! (S) I*, A, Pesrey Ships: Thunderer, 
Lynx, Neptune, Pembroke, Fearless. Nelson 
ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
Peter Stanley May, founder and He mem¬ 
ber Worksop- Ex-submanner. July 14, aged 

John William*. Wallasey. Ex-Sto, 

Robert Lowery. Wallasey 
George Edward Wallasey Ex LtO 
Waller Henry Doughty. Nuneaton. July 
24. aged 67 

Leonard G- Bryant, Cheshunt. Ex-AS 
OEMS gunner, served 1341-46. 

Leonard A. Rtehman. Chashunl, Ex-PO 
Air Finer, served 1941 46. Shtpe: Gosling. 
Daedal u*. 

S/Lt David Osborne RNVR (raid), 


Portsmouth draft. 

WTR B. Ra}an HMS Anglesey, BFPO 
207 (fishery protection). Portsmouth baaed. 
Rosyth refit Jan-June Wifi swop tor non 
deploying CVS, Type 22 or FAA 


RATINGS seeking to «wop drafts mu« 
ensure that the requirements ol BR14 P 
article 0506, ere met 

Jn particular they should be on or 
due the same kind of service - ta sea 
or ahore; have time to serve in their 
current draft; be the same rate; and! be 
Of similar experience. 

A rating on sea service will not be 
permitted: to *wop wfth another on 
shore service. All applications lor 
swop drafts are to be made on Form 
C240 to HDD, Centurion Building, 


Watford Ships: Pretoria Caslle. LOCriinvar. 
Hamlel, Eday. HMML 250 July 12. 

John (Jack) Currie. Watford Ship*: 
Royal Arthur. Ganges, Pembroke, Nimrod, 
Osprey. Pursuer, Maying. Sussex, Sultan 
Aug 2, 

Joe Anderson, founder member Dearne 
Valley and secretary ol HMS Mermaid 
Association. Ex-AB. July 27. aged 7i 

Peter Littleflefd. Swindon Ex-LS 
(ASOLC) t947 56 July 4 aged 67 

George Wasson, former chairman 
Sydenham (Beffosl). Ex-FAA REM(A). served 
1957 67 Ships: Gan nel, Seahawk, Bulwark 
(840 NAS}. Sanderlmg. Stmbbng July 3. 
aged 57 

Peter Slbsld Scarborough, July- 30«J 73. 
John Gilbert (Jack) Thornes, life mem¬ 
ber and founder member Derby and life 
member Derby branch oi SOCA Also former 
RNA branch secretary, wellaie officer and 
Sea Cadet liaison officer Member ol man 
agemenf committee Derby Sea Cadet unit, 
TS Kenya Submariner 1940-46. then 
Genera) Service until 1952, Goals L27. H43. 
Severn. Templar, Porpoise. Sirdar Aug. 16 
Jim Nelson, Windsor Ex-LPTI Ships: 
William Ryan. Royal Sovereign. Hood. 
Arison. July 15. 

Stan Watson, chairman and vice presi¬ 
dent DtacoE £ District. ExCPO FAA, served 
1939-46 Served Atlantic convoys. 
Mediterranean. Salerno. Aged 77 

Lea Godwin, DfocOt 8 District July 19 
Geoffrey R. Jones. Bourne. Ex-LS, 
served 1939-54 In WWII and Korea Sh?e 
Ocean. Valiani, Triumph, Ceres Aug, 2Q, 
aged 75. 

W. H. (Bill) Cave. Thelford Ex Sto , 
served 1943-47. Ships: Pembroke, Si Angelo, 
Espregle. Javelin Aug. 17. aged 72. 

George Webstar. Aberdeen Ex* 
CPO(EA), invalided out due to wounds 
received oft Dutch coast when Ins destroy or 
was torpedoed in 1944 Later served in MN 
Eric Goodwin. Paddock Wood Served in 
WWII 

Bill Chapman, Ipswhch Ex-L/Sig. served 
1946-55 Ships; Pembroke, Woodbridge 
Haven Member ol HMS Ganges Association 
Aug 4. aged 68 

Ll Cdr Jack Kelly RNH (rett), Fleetwood. 
Former GO supply ship, and trawler skipper 
Aug. 0, aged 61 

Jack Gibbons. Atherton 
Harry Haigh, St Helens and 
Johannesburg Ex-sonar operator HMS 
Virago, and MN. 5 Africa. 

Thomas Douglas James. Bridgend. Ex 
CROCK, served 1933 45 8 RNVR 194^55, 
Ships: Rodney, Norfolk, Devonshire, 
Periwinkle. Coreopsis, Black Prince Aug 28. 
aged 83. 

Robert Adams. Bristol. Ex-CPOSTD, 
served 1943-47 Ships Pyrrhus. 

Jamaica. Aug. 25. aged 72. 


gallantry in minewreeper 
ring ten-day barite while 
*Q17 in Arctic. Also made 


JOKER JACK WINNERS 


wtough of KtoweHy. 


WINNER Df the Camcorder in our Joker Jack 
competition Jn the June-August editions was 
0.W, Smith of Elgin. 

Runner-up, winning £250, was John Daniel of 
Pulbo rough. 

They were among those who correctly spotted the 
untrue statements: 

The tmaltarr. ( rneef was calltaJ a mtaien mast 

because of a corruption of tha form 'missing mast as il is not 
present on larger, two-mastod ves seta, (June;. 

77>e tsttrmii st the stem of oid sailing snips is so nsmod 
because it was wttera ttm Watsti members of any crew had to 
gather tor Sunday services, (duty). 

L The craw * nasi of » ship is so csifod because amrty wood 


an sailing ships kapt cagad crows at toe mssthaad to ftvttar 
and cry out whan may sensed land was near, (August/ 

The 25 prizes or £10 went to: 

C. L G Boy den,, Noneeton; D. M r Scott, Huntingdon; Devid 
A. Corse, Scarborough; D T. Smith, Leicester; J. D. Lovell, 
Forest Row, E. Susses; G. E. Meaden. Broadslalrs. Jack E 
Llltey. Norfolk; Mrs J. Chamber*, Mlcfileover, Darby shire; 
Stephen Healy, Kelghtay; D. R, Thorripson, Weetorvsuper-ilare; 
R. Hamilton, Worden, Surrey; Joe M. Ellis, Rhyl; Terry Tyacke, 
Trowbridge: Patrick Alien, sWfield; Lt (SCC) Peter Graentwlgb 
RNR; P.T Wallace, Galnsboro, Lines.: Doug Stuart, Southsee. 
Hanta.; James D Ferguson, Ayr; John Mason, EnfteM: E. J, 
Foster, South Wlrral; F R. Budd, Taunlon; W Hawkes, Brighton; 
W Gardner. Guisborough; F. R Mlnchto, Paignton; Bill Hlpklni, 
Di d bu ry : 
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Calling Old Shipmates 


| Oyer to Lou 


Z-Ctass Destroyers Association: 

Shipmates from HM snips Z&mbtei, Zephyr, 
Zest, Zodiac. Zealous, ZeniEh and Zebra 
keen to join association and 1999 reunion 
should sand SAE to Steve Baker, 19, 
Quanlock Way, Bridgwater. Somerset TA6 
7J2, tei 01270 451418 

MTB 796: Gordon 'Lofty' Mayeock, at 
442. Wright Rd, Modbury, South Australia 
5092, would like to hear news ol former ship¬ 
mates on MTB 796, and also from Harry Seal 
(ex New Rochelle, Rhode Island, USA) 

Hits Lincoln 1071*73: A painting has 
been commissioned by Andy Hayler, who 
wants to bear from as many ships company 
as possible with a view to having their names 
added m the picture. Does anyone have a Hsl 
Of members of the ship's company 1971-737 
Contact David Price at 16. Pump Lane, 
Gosport, Nanis POf3 OHJ, 

HMS Burg head Bay 1954-55: Peter 
Evans is hoping lo trace anyone who served 
in HMS Burghead Bay from July 1954 to Dec 
1955 during the cruise lo the Wesl Indies and 
ihe Falkland Islands via South America - 
contact Peter a I 59, Doyle Avs, Fairwater, 
Cardiff CF5 3HT. tel 01222 258895. 

HMS Anson: Did you serve on HMS 
Anson during or after World War II? To join 
iho association, contact Ken Whiterod at 3, 
Denislon Ave, Bexley, Kent DAS 3HL tel 
0181 300 6892. 

HMS Tenby Association (J34 and F6S): 

Any ax-sblp's company fcs asked to phone 
Phil Rowe on 0161 74 7 7325 or write to 7, 
Harcouft Close, Urmston, Manchester M41 
9NB 

HMS Whltesand Bay 1952: Gordon 
Ghacburn is trying to find Peter Kirk, Jim 
Flamming and Ronnie Print. Contact Gordon 
at 49, Maralyn Ave, Walerloovilfe. Hants POT 
7a. Ifll 01705 262964 

HMS Ganges, Col ling wood Dlv, 391 
Class 1961-62 signalmen, seeking Sid 
Foster (Portsmouth area), Tomo Thompson 
(London) and Sandy SandUand, Contact 
Dave Brighton on 01420 563944. or write to 
Oatcheis, 180. Medstead Rd, Seech. Hants 
GU34 4UA 

HMS Glasgow 1948-50: Will all members 
of the tootbaH leam pleas* get In touch lo put 
laces to a photo ol that time. Contact Allan 
Mercer. 89. RoyaJ Ave, WkJnes WAS 8HJ 
HMS Rothesay 1980-82: Anyone from 
3P mess deck is askedto contact Mr A, Long 
□n 01142 571003 or e-mail el 

D2267603@info|jada.co.uk 

HMS Penelope: Mike Bee, secretary of 
Ihe HMS Penelope Association Is looking for 
new members, especially those who served 
in frigate F127. Write lo 1, Oddfellows St. 
MirtieW. West 'ihrks WF14 9AB. 

HMS Petard: Steve Bentley wants to 
trace shipmates from elect, mess. Sept 
i960, Also wants lo hear from crew members 
1942-44 commission. Write lo 343. East 1 Slh 
SI, North Vancouver BC, Canada V7L 2R6. 

FAA Aircraft Artificers, Jan and May 
1949 entries joint reunion planned Still 
seeking Gordon Dale, James Gibson, Harold 
Jemmett, Gwynn Handeil. William Forrest. R. 
Evans and T, J. Smith . Please contact At Hyde 
on 01279 415876. 

HMS WhHeeand Bay 1952: Den 

Marshall is seeking Tom Ki ng, Jett Steed and 
Doug Worboys. Contact Den at 73, 
Longworth Ave, Tltehuret, Reading RG3l 
5JU. tel 0110 941 3978, 

HMS Ulster (083) 1950-52 

Communications staff: Terry 'Ginger' 
Cooper seeks JeH Francis. George 
Robinson, Reg Hunt, John ‘Ivy* Benson, Billy 
Furness, 'Tafr Philips and &g Hartshorn®, 
Contact Ginger at 28. Hopgrove Lane South, 
Malton Rd. Vbrk ¥032 9TG, tel 01904 
425883, Also seeking Michael Goocber, ex- 
Boy Tel HMS Ganges 1943 and HMS Ulster 
1950-52: commander at Portland 1966. 
believed living in Kent 

HMS Cassandra Association 1944-66 
seeks new members who served m Ihe 
destroyer D10 between 1959 and 1966. 
reunion planned next year Contact Bob 
She ad. 9. St Albans Drive, Sheffield S10 
4DL lei 0114 230 7007, 

HMS Ricker: Gordon Jeffrey was Ihe 
sole signalman on board the sweeper in the 
Persian Golf from August 7, 1944 until April 
7. 1945 - are any of bis otd shipmates out 
there? Contact Gordon at 2^59 Ivory St, 
Rangiora, Canterbury, New Zealand. 

KMNZS Betlona: John Belmont (ex CMA 
RNZN) is hoping to contact Edward (Bunts) 


Summerfiald who served with him in 1957. 
John is in the UK until 28 October and can be 
contacted at 21 Alder Street. Kilmarnock. 
Ayrshire, Tel: 0811 645 23700 
HMS Tenby Association are searching for 
ex-ships company of Whitby class anti-sub¬ 
marine frigate F65, also WW2 Bangor class 
Meet minesweeper of ihe 9th Flotilla, J34. 
Contact Jeff Mays on 01452 614459 or e- 
maU ieffrey.maysiljpYirgin.rmt 
RN Hospital Storehouse: Nicky would love 
to hear from members ol 'R 1 class. May 1970, 
or see you at the reunion on 2Q Oct. Nicky 
Harvey, 47 Coleridge Vale Road North. 
Cleveoon, Somerset, BS2i 6FR tel 01275 
877790 

HMS Apollo: Stan Welch, ex telegraphist 
lives in New Zealand. Would like to get m 
touch with shipmates on HMS Apglfo from 
1944 to VE Day Write lo Stan at 43 Perea vat 
Road, Fforaparaumu, New Zealand 
Dickie 'Ginger' Valentine: If you read this, 
Tom Ughtburn. ex CPOMA, wants you lo 
contact him al 94, Rapparf Rd. Wallasey. 
Merseyside. L44 6GF or nng 0151 630 3289. 
HMS Devonshire 1363-69: Peter KHIburn 
and Royston Mallary who served with Peter 
Norman, could you contact Kay Norman. 
Peter's Wife, c/o 41 Mariner Street. Swansea, 
West Glamorgan as his birthday is coming 
up and she would like to surprise him. 
Charles Ransom: PC Ransom, as he was 
then, is being sought by Mrs E Shaw, ihe wife 
Of an old shipmate, Edwin Henry Shaw. Ifou 
met probably on HMS Concord or HMS 
Suffolk In the tete 20 s or 30s. Mm Shaw can 
be reached at 187 Easlfield Road. Easiney, 
Portsmouth, Hants 

D-Boats Association would like to hear 
from anyone from the following Ships WWH 
Defender class: Duncan. Dainty, Daring, 


Diana, Diamond and Decoy Comae* Ted 
Homer, ChairmoiVSecretary, 50a Woodside, 
-on. Harris, POi3 OVT or 01329 


HMS Jiff air 1971: 'bum’ Leonard is search¬ 
ing for old shipmates Polly, Paddy, Pete. 
Jumper. Bob and others to meet up at the 
Nautical Club In Birmingham Jn the near 
future. Contact him on 0121 426 4712. 

Bob Chariton (ax CPO OPS) is trying to 
contact Larry Trou (ex CPO OPS), last seen 
on HMS Swiftsure In 1976, If anyone can 
help, contact Bob on 01472 359015 or write 
15 St Francis Court, Haneage Road, 
Grimsby. DN32 9HE 

RNB Chatham! 94 3-44: Crick (surname for¬ 
gotten) - we travelled together every week¬ 
end to our respective homes in Barkingstde. 
Dick emigrated lo Australia in August 1947. 
Anyone who knows his whereabouls please 
contact ex-Wren Cora Johnston. 92 Hazleton 
ty Homdean. Hants, PCS 9DW or 01705 


Captain AD Robin, of Broomlear, The Rise, 
off Gobham Way, East Horsley, Surrey. KT24 
5BJ tel. 01483 282636. Is seeking Bermuda 
shipmates 1958-59 and particularly ERA 
Anthony Slater or a dose relative. 

HMS Warrior (Operation Grapple) 1957: 
Any ex-serving officers. CPOs. PO’S, leading 
hands and ratings who would like to meet or 
correspond with old shipmates, please con 
tact John Carr (ex EM(A) Ships Flight). 91 
Westley Rd, Acocks Green, Birmingham B27 
7UW or 0121 624 4964. 

HMS Yarmouth: Stan Gallon is trying to coo¬ 
led David Alien Willoughby (EM), who was in 
Cape Town 1970 on HMS Vbrrooulh Any 
information contact T S Gallon, FQ Box 28f, 
Constantia, Western Cape. South Alrica 
HMS Gloucester: David Pnce is trying to 
find Trevor Parker, who was Butter 1985-B8 of 
HMS Gloucester. II you have any information 
contact David on 01329 283303. 

RNAS Egjington NX (1947): Would Ivan 
(Tipper) Bedford. Radley Ainley, Peter 
Pidden, Eric Baker. Ashley-Dawes & ? 
McCalfum etc in the aircraft salvage unit 
please make contact with William (Biff) 
Woodward on Qi8i 300 7103. 

SS Uganda: Leslie Aldridge, a staff nurse in 
Portsmouth, is trying to set up a Fatklands 
reunion for members who served on SS 
Uganda. Leslie can be contacted at 106 
Leesiand Rd. Gosport, Hampshire PQ12 
3NG. 

HMS Ocean Association: Old and new 
shipmales, all commissions are welcome to 
the meetings and reunions at the Nautical 


Club. Bishops Gate St. Birmingham on the 
last Saturday of February, April and June 
each year 

Hugh 'Biscuits' Crawford: Eddie (Paddy) 
Vennard is hoping to trace old shipmate 
Hugh, Irom Si Albans, with whom he joined 
the Navy in 1963. Served together on HMS 
Carysfoot 1964 66 and HMS Grafton 67^8, 
PO Box 163, Warkworth, Ontario. K0K 3K0, 
Canada. 

HMS Burghead Bay: Anyone who served on 
the ship during the 40s 6 50s is urged to con¬ 
tact Rod Jenkins, 33 Fasten Ridings, Paste n. 
Peterborough P£4 7UR or 01733 751019. 
HMS Veryan Bey (1944-59): Vic. 0121 783 
8920 and Gwilym, 0144 3777 801 are look¬ 
ing for old shipmates lo Join the association, 
alt commissions. Next reunion in Southsea, 
May 1999. 

HMS Aberdare 1942-44; All old shipmates 
please contact Nick Carter. 9 Roman Way, 
Markyate, Herts, tel. 01582 842067 
HMS Loch Fade now has an association; 
first reunion March 98. Great weekend, sorry 
you missed it. For details of next one and 
association contact Bob Harris, i 2 Alandale 
Road, Sliding. Southampton, Hants SOI9 
IDG, tel 01703 391848. 

HMS FMfteM 1980-84: WorreL 1 George 
Currie is seeking some dd friends from his 
Naval days. Contact him at 1 Durham Road, 
Esu Winning, Durham DH7 9WW or tef 0191 
3734 208, 

HMS Pelican 1954-55. South Atlantic: Fred 
Stonier. Stan King (Wheelhouse crew 2nd 
Port Watch), Reg Chambers (Goan) Chas 
Cooper fPOGl), any Officer or ships compa¬ 
ny member interested in second reunion in 
1999 contact Bungy Williams, 21 Ashurst 
Rd. Ash Vale Aldershot, Hants GUI2 5AF. 
sae please, tel 01252 313071 
HMS Glasgow; Celling the football team of 
the 1948-50 commission, McCteanfWSlO). 
Pop Pen nail. Rash Gordon , Darky Laws 
(Tef), R Boyere (USto) Smith (PTl) and tone's 
Wray and Shown. Contact Allan Mercer, 89 
Royal Avenue, Hough Green, Wkfnes WAS 
SHJ, tef 0151 510 2445 
HMS Verulam: R2S & F29. all commissions 
to muster for reunion to June 1999 al 
Portsmouth. Details from Chris Williams on 
01621 816307 alter 6pm 
HMS Wldemouth Bay 194553: A group of 
61 shipmales who meet regularly and hope¬ 
ful of increasing their numbers. To ]oin con¬ 
tact Bob Topsy* Turner, 17 Mill Way, East 
Gnnstead. West Sussex RH19 4DD, tel 
01342 323801 

Fast Minelayers Association; Shipmates 
from HMS Abdiel. Latona. Welshman, 
Manxman, Ariadne and Apollo are entitled to 
join this association. The northern branch 
meets at the Railway Club, under Pfocarfilty 
Station. Manchester. Contact Kevin Maher on 
0161 633 4682. 

RN Comm can Gibraltar (HMS Roofce): If 

you were here in 1966-67 and wukf like to 
gel together for a drink and a chat contact 
Peter Crayford. 01895 252611 or Heten 
Robinson. 01752 788190, 

John Cleat or; HM Boom Defence. HMS 
Collmgwood, HMS Egrel and HMS King 
Allred 1941-42: Harold Hawkins would like to 
chal about Old times. Cali 01483 562563. 
HMS Terror 1954-56: John Gilbert would Ilka 
lo hear from anyone who lived in the rented 
Married Quarters at Jalan Date Daiam. 
Johore Bahru Please ring 01243 820624 
Girls NTC, Wimbledon Unit 1949-56: 
Catling all ex-members for 50th anniversary 
reunion. Some joined the WRNS and some 
married sailors. Please contact Barbara 
Parke. 01342 832826 for details. 

HMS Brighton 1975-78; A reunion is being 
organise# for anyone who served on HMS 
Brighton between these dates. Contact 
Manny Setero at 905 London Road, 
Loudwater. High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 
9TB. tel 01494 535544 
HMS Grovel! nes D24 Association is seek 
ing shipmates from all who have served at 
any time. Details of next reunion from Roy 
Whittington. 102a Victoria Avenue. Newport, 
Gwent NF9 8GG. tel 01633 221688 
John Lyford: An ex-RM who served on HMS 
Manchester and Iran Duke has had a stroke 
To brighten his days be would love to hear 
from old Intends or receive postcards from 
the present ships companies. Send to 
Annethy Lowen Nursing Home, Sarah s 
Lane, Padstow. Cornwall PL28 SEL 


Paul Ryan: Does anyone have arty Info 
on Paul or family? He married Florence 
(Sheila) Hookin April 1933 in Portsmouth 
Register Off ice. white CPO at HMS 
Excellent: PO BuNey and NA O Haltomn wit¬ 
nessed. He served at Tamar. Sydney. 
Albatross. Landrail and Sea hawk 1947-56. 
Any help to P. Boon, on 01705 683702. who 
is doing lamity research and wants to see a 
photo of Paul and his wtfo. 

HMS St Brides Bay: D. Scrivener 
believes brother Charles was one of three 


men tost when a Navy whaler overturned In 
heavy surf during the Palestine problem in 

1946- 7,11 anyone has any information about 
the modem, ptease write to 70, Beach Rd, 
Fleetwood FY? 8PN. 

HMS Andante: Any into on the droum 
stances of the sinking ol this armed mer¬ 
chant ship, possibly off Iceland, and the res¬ 
cue of survivors by an RAF Sunderland flying 
boat? Info sought by the daughter of the for 
mer NAAFI canteen manager Harold 
Savage, Contact Dr SJ. Peake at Grasmere, 
Anclon Lane, Middleton on Sea, West 
Sussex P022 6NL. tel 01243 584099 

Norman White: Norman's daughters 
want lo hear from anyone who knew their lale 
father who was in the Fleet Air Arm from 

1947- 53, leaving as a Leading Airman SE2 
Please contact Mrs G, Collier, 2, Keyham St. 
Weston Mill, Plymoulh, Devon PL5 1AZ. 

S5 Rio Azul end HMS E ape ranee Bay: 
Arthur Anderson won a Royai Humane 
Society vellum certificate when he swam with 
e lifeline from his ship to a iilereft carrying 
survivors of the Rio Azut sunk by a subma¬ 
rine in ihe South Atlantic 17 days earlier in 
June 1941, Only three were alive by the time 
Arthur reached them, one ot whom died later 
- does anyone know what became ol Ihe 
other two? Contest Arthur cfo 89. Mlllbrook 
Close. Skelmersdale, Lancs WN8 80S. 

RN cap tallies: Collectors, serving and 
ex-service personnel needed to help with 
research into use of cap tallies, particularly 
during WWt. inter-war years, and post-1945 
Contact D. Mallinson, 53, Hawthorn Bank 
Carnock. Fite KYI 2 9JS. tel 01383 BS2422. 

Raymond H Blackle" Adams of HMS 
Newfoundland was kilted during shore leave 
In Boston, USA. on September 6. 1943 
Former shipmate Eddie Kenny has supplied 
a photo of his gravestone in Everett, Mass, 
and says friends and relatives of Bteckie may 
like to know ihe grave is well tended Details 
Irom Tom Roxby, fl, Lindate Close. Connie ton 
CW12 2DG, tel 01260 279819, 

HMS Tiger 1959-63; Vorke Avehng wants 
to know Ihe whereabouts of the ships com- 
pany - he is looking for commissfoning books 
tor the above four years. Contact him at 44, 
Coillngham Rd, Swalfownest, Sheffield S26 
4NW. tel 01142 876611. 

Albert Marriott; Mrs Gough wants to 
hear anyone who knew her grandfather in 
World War 11. He served in Ihe Great War and 
was Called up again in his 50s in 1939 - h# 
served in HMS Wiki Swan and HMS Mateya, 
and the HMS Marlborough Torpedo School 
at Eastbourne, and died in 1950. Any info lo 
Mrs Gough, 71, Bensham Manor Rd. 
Thornton Heath, Surrey CR7 7AE. 
Norwegian Campaign destroyers: It is 
believed some British destroyers during this 
campaign painted their gun shields yellow as 
a means of identifying friend or foe from the 
air. If you can confirm or contradict this, con¬ 
tact RJM Groves, Battramslev House, 
Before, Lymington, Hants. S041 8ND, 

D-D*y Plymouth: Gunnery Sgl David L Van 
Gordon USN is trying to trace others he 
might have known whilst loading ammunition 
in the harbour, the landings on Omaha 
Beach, Royal Wiliam Dockyards, Plymouth 
and on Queen Elizabeth escorting German 
PQWs to America Info to M J Van Gotdon, 
Chimneys', 37 Grange Rd. Reswail, Wirral. 
LSD TRY or e-mail MVangordarHjpaot cQm 
HMS King George V: Does anyone know 
where the ship s bail of HMS King George V 
is laid up? Contact R Miles. The Old Meeting 
House, Juniper Hill. Bracktey NN13 5HH. 
HMS Irriropid'e visit the Bremen Nov 67: 
Brunhild wants to find Bab from Putney, then 
Gunnery Officer, to clarify lata.! language 
enor, W you knew him or know his where¬ 
abouts, please contact BrunhFJd Kirchhotf, 
Scharm becks lo le I er Sir 125 , 27711, 

Osterhotz-Scharmbeck, Germany. 

TID Tugs: If you have knowledge ol the Tugs 


Reunions 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


Kirton Lane, Stalnforth. Doncaster DN7 5BP. Close, New Malden. Surrey KT3 3RB, tel 
tel 01302 841806 0181 949 5648. 


HMS Wftstcott Club reunion is at Torquay on 
October 5-9 Contact C Fairweather, Stable 
Cottage, Colchester Road. West Bergholl, 
Colchester, tef 01206 240614 
Fast Minelayers Association, South East 
branch will meet on October 26 at noon In 
the RBLC. Kenmngion, London. Contact Ray 
Moore. 89 Watting Rd. Norwich. Norfolk NR7 
9TG. tel 01603 437652. 

FAA Aircraft Artificers 1949 entry reunion 
October 30-31 Last call for Gordon Dale, 
James Gfoson. John Lee. Gwynn Randell, TJ 
Smith and William Forrest. Contact Afan 
Hyde on 01279 415876. 

HMS Diamond (1067-69) reunion is at 
Chalham on October 31. Contact Ray 
Shipley, 14 Bourne Court, High Street. 
Rochester. Kent ME 1 1LT, tel 01634 830984 


B Maiertal submitted tor this 
page should toe tone! and 
clearly writ ten or typed. 

B Entries are free of charge. 
B Hems cannot normally be 
repeated. 

B Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry in a parhculat edi¬ 
tion cannot always toe met, 

B There may be a delay 
before items appear, due Lo 
ihe volume ol requests. 
m Items pertaining to com¬ 
mercial work, books and pub¬ 
lications for profit may be 
declined through lack of 
space - in such circum¬ 
stances the advertising 
department can help with a 
paid-lot adverttsemenl: con- 
tad 01705 725062. 


HM Ships Heels, Venomous, Marne (40- 

42): Service and reunion al Solihull 
November 6-9 for survivors, rescuers, asso¬ 
ciates and relatives of 'missing' shipmales. 
Contact Harry Ciifte. Oaktree Cottage. Post 
Office Lane, Nortey, Cheshire WA6 8JJ, tel 
01928 788101. 

HMS Warrior (Operation Grapple) 1957: 
The firsi reunion will take place at Sutton 
Court Hotel, Sutton Coldfield. West Midlands 
on November 13-14. Contact AJ Carr, 91. 
Westley Fid, Acocks Green, Birmingham B27 
7LFW, tel 0121 624 4964 
HMS Cockade (1945/58): Reunion at the 
Trecarn Hotel. Babbacombe, on November 
13-15 Contact B Hutson, 27. Gcritends. 
Brixham, Devon TQ5 SJV. tel 01803 856272 
360 Sqn reunion takes piece at the Officers 
Mess, RAF Wyton, on November 14. Details 
from Lt Cdr P Brester. CMSA UK, Buifoing 
97, Northwood HQ, Middlesex HAS 3HP. 
HMS Flsgard Artificer Apprentices (|olned 
16 May 54): Class reunion with wives at St 
James Hotel, Leicester, November 14-15, 
Contact Geoff (Jan) Grigg. 10, Colver Close. 
Crownhill, Plymouth PLH 5NL. tet/tax 01752 
769580 or e-mail GGnggf@teof.cam 
HMS Warwick: If you are interested or do not 
know ol the reunion planned tor November 
20-21 in Warwick, contact John Cotes, 14 
Montague Rd. Warwfok. 

HMS Barham; Remembrance service for 
those lost on HMS Barham Is at Westminster 
Abbey on November 28 at 3pm: please be 
present by 2. .30pm. Contact chairman G M 
Elliott, 01705 755734. 

DECEMBER 

The Association of Royal Yachtsmen is 

holding a very Important Extraordinary 
General Meeting at 12-30 on December 5 in 
the Victory Club, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. It 
will be followed by the association Christmas 
Ball at 19,30 in the same venue. For details 
contact Dixie Deane at 76, Hazleton Way, 
Waterloo villa. Hants, lot 01765 593382 
River Plate Veterans & Families 
Association; December 12 sees the 59th 
reunion at the Aster Hotel, Eltiot St, 
Plymouth Details from J Smith, Lymandate, 


JANUARY 1999 

HMS Blgbory Bay; This first reunion is al 
Bournemouth on January 15. Contact Roy 
Ashton on 01227 456296 

FEBRUARY 1999 

HMS Penelope Association; Annual 
reunion In February in Blackpool For further 
Information contact Mike Bee. i Oddfellows 
St. Miff fold, West Yorkshire WF14 9AB 

MARCH 1999 

HMS Gteneam hold their second reunion at 
Weston Super Mare in March, For details ring 
01228 514570. 

Ceylon Revisited 1999: Alt ex-torces per¬ 
sonnel, families & Irlands are welcome to the 
eighth reunion in Sri Lanka. March 4-20 
(scheduled flights). Contact RG Harrison. 
Gramarti', Woodland Ave. Hartley. Long- 
field, Kent DA3 7BZ, teiffax 01474 704619 
HMS Loch Fade Association second 
reunion at Blackpool on 12-14 March. Details 
from Bob Harris, 12, ALandale Rd, ShoUng, 
Southampton SGI9 IDG, tel 01703 391848 
HMS Venerable Association: March 19-22 
at tile Somerset and Wavecrest Hotels, 
Llandudno. Contact Bas Red tern, 64, 
Coppice Rd, Talk, Stoke on Trent ST7 TUA, 
tel 01782 784876 

HMS Nslrana: Escort carrier 1943/46; 
Gibraltar and Russian convoys the next 
reunion will be in Torquay. March 30; contact 
Bill Bllnston, Colt Holland. Staple, 
Darlington. To tries, Devon TQ9 6HR. tel 
01803 862475. 

APRIL 1999 

HUS Mohawk: Shipmates Iram the 1938-41 
destroyer contact Ray Bromley on 01703 
243175. 

HMS Leeds Castle: Falkland* 1982, reunion 
1999. Interested? Contact Dave Shoemaker 
01665 712598 (after 1900) or Jim Harding 
0191 386 6320. 

HMS Hermea next reunion is April 9-12, 
1999. al Ihe Royal Fleet Club. Morice 
Square Wa/tlme and post-war Hermes ship¬ 
mates invited. Contact P J Baptie, 16 Virginia 


HMS Ladybird Association are holding 
their 11th reunion on April 17 at the Home 
Club, Portsmouth Details Terry Cooper. 28 
Hopgrove Lane South. Mellon Rd, Ifcrk VD32 
9TG, tel 01904 425883 
HMS Whltesand Bey Association: Anyone 
serving aboard between 1945-56 is welcome 1 
to the next reunion on April 20 at the Home 
Club, Portsmouth. Contact Geoff Nightingale. 
268, Galley Hill. Gadebridge, Hemal 
Hempstead, Herts HP1 3ID, tel 01442 
263405 

HMS Grenville Association 1943-46 In 
company with HM Ships, Urea, Undaunted, 
Urania. Ulster arid Ulysses will be holding 
their 1999 reunion in Blackpool Former ship¬ 
mates contact R Ourber, 4, Sir Winston 
Churchill Place. Binley Woods. Coventry. 
Walks GV3 2BT. tel 01203 542970 

MAY 1999 

HMS Unicom Association reunion in 
Weslon Super Mare, Those who served, 
trained or wore transported are welcome as 
members. Contact E (Boi) Bosworthick, 3, 
Arundel Close, Hemel Hempstead HP2 4QR, 
tel 01442 255821 

JUNE 1999 

723 (CS) Squad RM (1959-60): Second 
reunion lakes place In June For more deiatls 
contact Dave Prichard 01222 790233 or Tony 
Dakar 01902 631951. 

SEPTEMBER 1999 

BRNO Dartmouth (197*75): A reunion for 
the Officers who joined and/or passed out 
during September 1974 and December 1975 
will be held al BRNC Dartmouth on 
September 11, Conlact Cdr E McNiar RN, 
Room 1247. MOO Main Building. Whitehall, 
London SWtA 2HB. lei 0171 218 2339. 

OCTOBER 1999 


RN. RM & WRNS 9lh Australia 8 New 
Zealand Trafalgar Reunion will be held in 
Adelaide. Australia from October 15-17, 
1999. Into from Reunion Secretary PO Box 
233, Brighten. South Australia 5040. 


Invasion Deployment chat lowed Mulberry 
Harbours to Normandy, contact Ken RimmeJl 
at i. Tho Glade, Kingsbeach. Pagham. West 
Sussex POS1 4DS, tel 01243 265929 
HMS Bonatvsniure: Would anyone who 
recalls Ihe First Lieutenant of Banaverrture 
during her short life contact Peter Reich, 12 
Farringdon Court. Northlands Drive. 
Winchester SD23 7AJ. tel 01962 867951, 
who is editing lha memoirs of one □( the sur¬ 
vivors, recently deceased. 

Atlantic Convoys: II you recall Vice Admiral 
Norman Wodehousa, who died while serving 
as Commodore RNR of an Atlantic convoy In 
1041. contaci Barry Dabell. 108a, Leake Rd. 
Gotham. Nottingham NG11 OLA, tetfiax 0115 
983 0494. 

U W A E!tender; Mrs P H Gibbons has found 
amongst her tale talher*4n-law's possessions 
two identical medals. On close inspection 
mat she discovered the name above. Next ot 
kin can confect Mrs Gibbons at 7 + Vincent 
Drive, Dorking RH4 3AA. 

Yangtse Incident (HMS Consort): ti you 
have photos of any ships involved. Michael 
Houghton would love to hear from you. 
Contact him at Richmond Nursing Home, SO. 
Penkelt Rd, Wallasey, Merseyside L4S 7QW. 
WW1 RNAS CPO's cap badge: Do you 
knew where this badge may be obtained? It 
is similar to a PQ's badge in later years. Le. a 
crown with an eagle in place of an anchor. 
Contact H C Aitken, 20 Hinton Rd, Newport, 
Isle ol Wfoht POGO 5QZ, tat 01983 525621 
Ships' Create; Robert Sandford. 61» 
Tamarisk. Pandora Meadows, Kings Lynn. 
Norfolk PESO 3DZ, tel 01553 674724, has 
the following 11 x8 prints of the crests on the 
dockyard wall In Simonstown (El. 48 Inc 
PAP) HM Ships Relentless, Somerset. 
Roebuck, Rapid, Paladin and Rotherham. 
Naval Brigade - Ladysmith; Jim Madeiey, 
Woodgaie Farm, Wall Bank. Church Stratton. 
Shropshire SY6 7JB. tel 01694 722042, Is 
trying to got Information of the subsequent 
life and career ot Midshipman J R Middleton 
Jim has In his possession a latter dated 
30/11 /1899 but because ol the siege was not 
delivered to his father until 26/3/1900, 
Communicator Magazines: I am looking for 
copies or originals ol this magazine pub¬ 
lished by HMS Mercury from late 40 s to Ihe 
70 s, Contact Danny Siggers, 30. Northcote 
Road, Gravesend. Kent DAI 1 7B5, tel 01474 
326184, or email to comms@ihieuro oo.uk 
HMS Cassandra Memorial Fund: An 
appeal is being made to enable a fitting 
memorial to those that gave their lives, to be 
sited Within Portsmouth Ail donations to the 
HMS Cassandra Memorial Fund, c/o MC 
Long tool. 50 Gray lands Rd. Walton, 
Liverpool L4 9UQ, tel 0151 226 3675. 

HMS Dolphin 1W42: Peter Coutie Is look 
ing for information on the visit of King George 
VE and photos taken ol navy personnel being 
decorated for bravery Write to 19, Rhynfe 
Rd. Dundee DD5 1RH. or tel 01382 774126 
Medway and Thames Estuary: Donald 
McCiaren, serving at Chatham 1937-39, 
remembers playing too (ball against maritime 
schools/orphanagee aboard old dutire; were 
you one ol the 1 0t 12 year olds that he played 
against? He would tove to hear from you at 
32. Martin Avenue. Denmead, Waterfooville, 
Hams P07 GNS. tel 01705 264717. 

WW1 Submarines (D6, £9. Kl7> H47]: Rob 
Chalfey Ja trying to find out his grandfether s 
(Fred Sown) naval career Write to 1, Wyke 
Cottages. Bradford Abbas, Dorset DT9 6SJ. 
Or IOI01935 426300 

Wooden boat: Information (s required on a 
timber boat, clinker built, gaff rigged, L 10 
and on Ihe original transom is carved - HQ 
6210 43 and Ihe MOD arrow. Coniaci All 
LonsdaJe, 2. Deapdafe. Aurum Close, Horfey, 
Surrey RH6 9BU, tel 01293 432049 
William Craven: Service No. C/JX 268206. 
presumed died December 26 1943. Biirs son 
tan Is anxious to find anyone who served with 
his lather: write to Ian Craven, 3, South View. 
Middles tone Moor. Spennymore. Co, Durham 
DU6 7DF 

CGI Do nag tty, HMS Ganges: Paul Jones 
would like to get in touch and can be con 
tael ad al 6, Orchard Rd, Sawston. Cambs 
CB2 4BE, tef 01223 573626, 

Thank Vou, Australia : Have you got a copy 
of this book, which was Issued to everyone 
attached to the Pacific Fleet on their return to 
the UK in WW2? If so. could I borrow it to gel 
a reprint? D Smith, 33, Rosecourl Rd. 
Croydon CR0 3BS, 

Percy 'Jerry' Wltklrwon: Did you serve with 
or do you know of Percy, who served in HM 
Ships Elgin, Pozanca and Swale during 
WW2? Any Information to his brother, H 
Wilkinson. 10, Roland Avenue. Holbrooks, 
Coventry CVS 4HR, Tel 01203 664501. 

HIIS Amethyst: Mr Wharton has a model of 
the ship by L D Uewetiyn: anyone know toe 
builder? Contort Mr Wharton al Friendship 
House, Friendship Lane. Ilfracombe. Devon 
EX34 9QB. lei 01271 867582, 

HMS (HMNZS) Bell one 1945 46: Leslie 
Wilcox is trying to replace photographs relat¬ 
ing to his service. If you can help, con tael 
him at 99. Fieldfare Rd, London SE28 8HR 
or tot 0101 333 1523. 

Magazine swop: Available for any Ganges 
Magazine; 1938 Plymouth Navy Week Prog; 


1933 Britannia Magazine; 1953 Fleet review 
programme; 1954 HMS Ariel Magazine; sev¬ 
eral issues Irom 1948 of Dtttybox Magazine. 
Tel Vic Hocking on 0121 779 3525. 

HMS Wilton 1942: Have you a decent pho¬ 
tograph of HMS Wilton that you could tel me 
have a copy of? Contact Paul White, 10, 
Wayfaring Green, Grays, Essex RM17 5JB. 
His father. Bob ‘Knocker' White, served dur¬ 
ing the 'Pedestal' convoy, is still going strong 
and can be reached through Paul. 

HMS Harvester: Henry Thomas (Harryi 
Chlvers died when Harvester, returning Irom 
Halifax In convoy HX229, was torpedoed and 
sunk March 11. 1943. His nephew would tike 
to hear Iram anyone who knew him or any 
survivors. R Ferranti-Donavetias, 59, Cabell 
Rd, Park Barn. Guildford. Surrey GU2 6JG 
HMS Jervis Bay: Gwen Farmer wants to 
hear tram any of the survivors from the Jervis 
Bay. Contact her al 84. Cudham Lane North, 
Cudham, Sevenoaks, Kent TNI4 7QS, 
Devonport Division; Robert Wall Is 
researching the history of Devonport‘based 
ships lost n WW2. If you have info on HMS 
Dart. HM Lighters Al & AS, French ships 
Lisirac. Medoc end Peupiler. also Steamship 
Trio, contact him at 5, Milters Barn Rd. West 
Clacton, Clacton on Sea. Essex CQ15 2GA. 
Hoist query; In which year did international 
law required British ships lo have a four-fetter 
holsl starting G or M? Wnte to Ll (SCC) P 
Reward RNR. 3. Downtand Close. South- 
wick BN42 4RH, tel 01273 414884. 

HMS LJon 1963: Brian Mitchell reeentiy 
came across a red signal flag (bravo) bearing 
the following wording - top Curved HK AH 
MCY SIDE PARTY - Centre C34 - bottom 
curved HMS Lfon 1963 Any Info, contact 
Brian at 114. Downtand Drive, Southgate, 
Crawtey, West Sussex RH11 BSP. 

George Cross Island Association warn to 
hear from you ff you served in Malta in any 
capacity during 1939-60. Contact R Shears. 
51. Norwood Rd, Leicester LE5 5GG, td 
01162 735038. 

Submarines Tribune, Uther, Seal Ion 
1940's; if pu served on any of these, Mre M 
Dixon would love to hear tram you. Contact 
01869 600752 or 0411 178661, or write lo 
18, Burns Cres, Bicester. Oxon OX6 B\T 
HMS Cumberland, built Chatham 1640 b; 
Have you a painting or drawing I could copy 
and return? Contact H R Wrihlngten, RNA, 7. 
Windmill Rise. Minster, Isle of Sneppey, Kent 
ME12 3QA, tel 01795 875084. 

John Trigg, who brought one ot the Tirol 
Akita bitches Into the country in the late SGfc: 
Ihe Akita Assn would like to ask you about 
your life with P&rryau, Contact Carol Devts 
Tonga. 34, Brighton Ave, North Reddish. 
Stockport SK5 6LS, tef 0161 432 7649 
Victoria Naval Cemetery, Tripoli: H anyone 
goes to this cemetery, could they take a 
photo (tor which he will pay) and send it to 
Peter Seatey. 8. Sheep Walk, Caveroham, 
Reading RG4 BNE. tel 0M9 947 3488 
HMS Ladeham: We are converting her into a 
community Art Galley and ere anxious to 
contact former crew members or ary Ham- 
class people. Contact J F Lugsden, 21. 
Overhill Way, Beckenham, Kent BR3 6SN. tel 
0181 650 7758. 

Art Royal; Have you a nameplate from one 
of the locos Iram Lalre depot In Pfymgulh 
bearing this name? If so, Robert Mansfield. 
38, Woodpark Close. Fltfon Mill, Oldham, 
Lancs OLfl 2LR. wants to hear from you 


Assistance to researchers 


Author ot Enigma Book wants 
witnesses of sinking of the fol¬ 
lowing boats:- U-27 by fortune 
destroyer 9/39. IM9 by Fearless 
and Brazen destroyers 4/40 + U- 
13 by Weston stoop 6/40, LF76 by 
Arbutus corvette, Havelock and 
Wolverine destroyers and 
Scarborough sloop 4/41. 
Charlotte Schfiemann by 
Relentless destroyer 2/44, 
Contact Hugh Sebag-Montefiore 
Tel: 0171-267-5533 wk or 0171 
284-0016 ho. 


CAMPBELTOWN LOCH, 1 WISH-,. 

To enhance ‘drier" information from 
official sources, 1 am seeking 
reminiscences and anecdotes from 
anyone who served in any capacity 
in the Campbeltown area during the 
last war. Please contact David Mayo, 
Bellgrove, Campbell own, Argyll. 
PA28 6EN. 



Few ihings are as frustrating as getting stuck with the wrong 
mortgage. That’s why we invest time in getting to know you before 
^giving you any advice. As Financial Planning Consultants we will 
work with you lo find you a mortgage that fils your own very 
individual needs. So call us today 

Steve (Bud) Abbott, MLIA (dip) (ex Peuy Officer) or 
Gary Jackson, MLIA (dip) 

0113 242 2212 


Together we’ll find the right mortgage for you. 

Allied Dunbar. Canal Wharf. Leeds, LSI I 5DB 

YOUR HOME-: IS AT RLSK IF YOU DO NOT KJEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTH ER LOAN SECURED ON it. Suiitbk focunty wd Mfeguxie life cover may he required 
by ihe tender. As iKcraed credit broken, we can provide further details c«i rcquira 
Allied Dunbar Financial Advisen, Lid t* i member of the Allied Duntatr xnd 
Threadnecdlc Marketing Group and is regulated by ihe htumil Investment 
Authority m relation m the life assurance and pension products of Allied Dunbar 
and Ihe investment products of Thrcadncedk 
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Options 




Accommoda tion 




"Aggies" Rosyth 

Your chance to take 
the pressure out of service 
life for a few days 

'Aggies' Rosyth is designed with navaf 
personnel In mind and is as well equipped 
as any small hotel with two family units and 
two double rooms with en-sulte bathrooms; 
restaurant; lounge; coffee ban multi-gym; 

snooker room- laundry room; a meeting 
room and a chapel. 

Call now on 01383 413770, to book 
some time at 'Aggies’ Rosyth the next 
time you're ashore* 

The Royal Sailors' Rest 
Rosyth, Ferry Toll Road. Rosyth, 

Fife KYI 1 2XF. 

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876 


J^?> Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

a gift after World War 2 
^ ^holidays and short breaks for all 

ng KN, RM. WRNS or QARNNS 
, families and close relatives. 

* swimming and fine sands, 
i the shops and station. 

*AM rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 
*Lin to all floors ’Residents bar ’Children and Pets welcome 
•Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
•We cater for small ships re-unions 
Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 of Fax: 01305 770575 

fcrghteTTdChi** So 23t44t 



SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing Z5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S*A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.IsLA. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of Functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties, Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Hortce Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


ESCAPE TO LIVERPOOL 


Special Offer For Navy News Readers 
* During October & November '98 * 
Bed & Breakfast Accommodation - 

£20.00 per person per night (no single supplement) 

There is so much to see and do in Liverpool. 
We are opposite Lime Street Train Station. 


St. George's Hotel 

Lime Street Liverpool, LI 1NQ 

Telephone no, 0151 709 7090 Fax no. 0151 709 0137 



—THE GRAND HOTEL- 

Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Low Season (Nov - March) 

£20.00 p.p. p.n. sharing double/twin executive 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 

Telephone: m ***** 

(01752) 681195 4 cm™ wmro*nd*«f 


AA 

★ ★★ 



GOSPORT ‘CHERRY TREES* 
15,Linden Grove, Alvcrstokc. ETB I 
crown. Family run guest house. Ail 
rooms H/C, tea making. English 
breakfasi* children welcome. Close 
harbour. Haslar Dolphin. Sultan, 
£13 p.p. Lin or Steve Gcll* Tel: 
01705 521543. 


To advertise ring 
Lynda or Jane on 
01705 725062 


ss*sii^gz2~ 


Ttl: 111383 41W7 
Tax: 111383 411728 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Seif'Catering flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped. Colour TV. lodge, 
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by 1amily or girl friend. 

MINIM UM 2 PEH S ON$ OR CH ARGE FOR 


Charge f WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST.*... *.£80 

per 1 WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER. £70 

person | OTHER MONTHS.£50 

L Deposit: no per person * nightly...... * £10 


ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should mtoim the management (Q17Q5'73358l) 
Chicken 12 years or under HALF PRICE if sleeping n the same room as adults. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURING MAY OCTOBER 
SA,E pleeee giving dates and number MR CURTIS, 70 FESTING GROVE, 
SQUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH 733581 MOBILE: 0802 938559 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


COMMENDED 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 




‘OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS' 

•HC, TEA-COFFEE, CTV S SKY TV ALL ROOMS’ 
•ENSUfTE AND FAMILY ROOMS ■ COTS’ 
•13TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 


33. FESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA, HANTS, PQ4 PNG 



Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
All rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee, C.H 
Mostly ensuHe. SkyT.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 660075 

Edfcttmi* Guest Htwt* 

50 Pkr St, Wat Hoe. Plymouth PU 1ST 


ALBATROSS 
Guest House 

51 Waverity Road, Southsea 
Hants PG5 2PJ (01705) 828325 
Prop Karen & Arthur 
Car Park on premuxB 
You are guaranteed i friendly welcome in 
Ihfc home from borne in Southsea. Each 
bedroom hu been decorated with a nautical 
theme and ban all the atmosphere of the 
great Naval iruJittona of this area. There ire 
ibo cable TV'i, private washing facilities, tea 
rifld coffee, and full central heating in 
each room. 


Rooms to fill? 

Why not 
advertise in 
Navy News 


SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

S2 WAVER LEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

Warm and trienefiy tun Guesl House, ideally 
situated ter the Naval Basa/stwpping 
centresCkKrttnentai Ferry Ftorttoadies etc 
Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V, In all 
rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks. 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440 


P ortsmouth 

LADY XT 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMSWarriori 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins + 
family rooms, colour TV, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 01705 870505 J 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 
42 Wavorley Road, Southsea, P05 2PP 

Comfortabte, Friendly. Licensed Guest 
House kteally situated. SB & EM varied 
menu. Ail rooms colour TV, fea/coffee 
facilities. Er>-suites available. Dogs 
welcome. Special weekly rales 

Tel: 01705 828283 


I.’.CUI 


GUEST HOUSE 


Friendly Run Guest Hse, Cose To The Beach/Seafront Amenities. All Rooms Have Cti 
Hqg, H&C, Sky TV, Free Tea/Coffee Making. Your Own Keys Parking On Premises, 
Children/Well Behaved Pets Welcome Endorsed By Berkely Guide. We Aim To Make 
Your Stay A Happy One. 

Tel:- 0170S 829432 Guests Telephone:- 01705 799B7I 
49 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA e-maibHHl@mooring.softiiet.eo.uk 


SPECIAL RATES FOR 
NAVY NEWS READERS 


9{pck garden rtfoteC, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

freaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 

CeetfaJ hr ill South** unrnlLH and 
mterralnmenui. Quality tn-suite 
bedrooms* Sere like TV \ all room* 
Ittl'cttfFee fatilitio* lounge* 
private car park 

* Attractive Bar * 

* Delightful restaurant it 


Clarence Road 

S Southsea 
PG5 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 

Friendly family run, 2 mins, from sea and 
entertainments, Close to femes, Naval 
base, shops, etc. Own keys, Saiellfie TV 
all rooms, no restrictions, BAB, Holiday or 
short stay Ample private car parking 
Mra Pat Oma (01709) 701043 


f in ISS ,teI 

AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 

* Lockyer Sl,PLl 200 * 

TeMphone; (017*2) 227311 
Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar. 
Colour TV, Radio. Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car park. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards 
accepied. 

Brochure & or Booking contact: 
U Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Retd) 

“A Personal Senrk# Comfortable HoteT 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South, Southsea 

A small, friendly, family run Guest Houjc 
offering BAB {overnight or weekly rate*). 
Close to Naval hue, stMkm. shops and 
nightlife. Colour TV, Tea/toffee 
facilities in all rooms. Some rooms 
cn-uiiic. Own keys, limited parking. 

Paddy and John (J«> Frskine 
Tat / Fax Portsmouth (017051 823924 


Osmond guest Mouse 

42 Tier Strut, r Hkst 9be 

C—SU.) *• 01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from £14^18.00 


Seafront, Courtesy pick-up from 
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV, Tcu/CofYcc making. 

Some En-suite, Parking. / 0 


- PLYMOUTH-1 

MOUNTBATTEN 

Tel: 01752 543843 Fa*: 01752 606014 
Royal Fleet Club A Naval Base 
within walking distance. 

* A U Roams CT\\ Tea/Coffer 
<£ Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

* Free Parking * Bar 
9 Credit Cards Accepted 
52, E a mouth Road. Stoke. Plymouth. PL1 4QH 


f£ Cai 

G 


Canterbury BelC\ 
Guest House 


29 Sf Simons Road, 
Southsea* Portsmouth 


Modem* Comfortable En-Suitc 
accommodation, ALL rooms have 
Satellite TV* Tea/Coflee making 
facilities & arc centrally heated. 
Private car parking. Studio Flats are 
available for sclf-catering. Rooms 
from £15 p.p. per night. 


Phone/Fax Catrina Randall on 
. (81705) 351277 * 


M ADDINGTON H OUSE - PLYMOUTH 
Elegiunl Victorian G/F Holiday Flat, S fC wilh 
otT mad parking 

Close to DcKkyaid/TarpoiniA-iiy Centre 
Up to 4 pettara from £110 per week 

Contort; Adrian & Amanda Budd * 
mi 2*40 |(Addington Road, Stoke* 
Plymouth Pl*2 1RR 


Telephone: 01752 767750 


AUSTIN HOTEL 

3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
Alt rooms bright and modem 

Colour TV in all rooms* central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 
Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


When replying to 
adverts please mention 
Navy News 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17, SOUTH PARADE 

(Opposite the Pyramids! 

TEL: 81705 875566 

Special rutei for ail wn/iee pertonnti and 

Tamil\ £22 5Qp p m full rtruHlf doubt* or 
twin-bedded room 

* 4 crown stafoonl hirtri 

* ( utour TV* it* ciifft* tacitiiin 

* (famew rHwu - full tut wrowker Lablr 

* Itftalh situated inr all local aitracliviu 
and ilw m/htlifr 


& Floral Gifts & 



Say it with Flowers*,. 

fknuitifui B«ui|Ucu foe all Htutou 


Joys Roses 

Flowers S Cuddlies 

12 RED OR YELLOW ROSES-******.. £13 85 

40 FREESIA A I^ERN ...£14 75 

50 SPECIAL MIXED FLOWERS.. 02 50 

CHRISTMAS BOUQUETS 
A BEAUTIFUL SELECTION OF LONG LASTING 
RED AND GOLD CARNATIONS PLUS 
EUCALYPTUS F1NF, GREENERY 
10 BLOOMS , 112.50 20 BL OOMS £l< 50 

PUASF ORDFP NOW FOR CHRISTMAS 
CIC WILL NOT OF. DEBITED UNTIL DEC 
AM OC ACCENTS CHgs MADE PAY ABIE TO 
JOYS ROSES. FLAMINGO. ST. SAMPSONS. 
GUERNSEY. CL GY2 4WB 
TEL014BI 4A70B FAX0L4R1434M 
n m/S AD AS AA r ORDf- ft FORM FlMfc£ 



<BW>S... 

‘WHo’s you%s? 


HA'HP-'TI'Z'DS, ‘BOUQU'ETS 
& A'RSi&'X.Q'ZM'LHjS 
70%. ALL OCCASIONS. 

SAMt DAy 7%7‘L 

LOCAL ‘D'ELlWRy 

TEL: 01705 614006 
TAX: 01705 619906 
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the Ptwterers — 

FORMERLY COmVO PRODU CTS If j 

High quality pewter tankards, \Ja 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and N- 
much more Engraved with k 

Ship's Qests, Badges and X 

Logos to your own designs. 
Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 
Tjnfcjrd House, 2% Leadrmtt RomL SheHsefd Si 3IA 
Tel Olid 272 5676 Es* 01142726651 


Property for Sale 


PhotoGraph To - 

7 -— Oil Fain ling 


Perfect (Hfi for tt loved one. 


Fnl Drtalfe: ISA. WtHUcote Cttwc Ftflad, 
Weston- Super- Mire 
Somerset. B52J 4UJ. 

Quote NS for 10% IIpccupL 


Quality Wooden GiRware 
may all be persona] bed with 
Crests; Logos; Motife 
by our Laser Engraving 

Keyrings Coasters; Petis+Czses 

Trinket Boxes; Plaques 

Just Wood, Wetmore Rd 
Burtonon-Trent 

tT + 44 (0) 1285-530958 
Fax +44(0)1283^511526 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (H) 

PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 1GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals - full size and miniature, 
mounted for wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL 
SOUVENIRS* Memorabilia, flags* 
sextants, logs* clocks* telescopes, 
lights* models, chronometers, 
cutlasses* cannonballs* Maritime 
items wanted Nautical Centre, 
Harbour Passage, Hope Square. 
Weymouth. Tel: 01305 777838. 


LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SIZE ft MINIATURE 
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE 

WJt/TE OR PHONE FOR QUOTATION 

RAYMOND 0* HOLDICH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
London WC1H 711A 
TEL 0171-950 197* 

FAX 0171-950 1152 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 1 

CUMMERBUNDS*TIES 

Cap Taffies. Sweatshirts . 

Ships Crests 6 8 12 
Printed TShirts and Baseball Caps 
Aft made to order 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wail Road Gwmear, Hayle, 
Cornwall TR£7 5HA 
Tet Fa* 01736 950724 


Navy News Notice 
To Readers 

The publishers of Navy Haws 
cannot accept responsibility for the 
accuracy of any advertisement or 
for any loses suffered by any 
readers as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to make 
their own enquiries and seek 
appropriate commercial, legal and 
financial advice before sending any 
money or entering Into any legally 
binding agreement. 


COME TO THE MANUFACTURERS 
8. CUT OUT THE M IDDLE MAN!! 

WE MAKE EMBROIDERED BADGES, 
CRESTS & GARMENTS. WE PRINT 
STICKERS, T-SHIRTS* SWEATSHIRTS* 
WE ARE THE BIGGEST PRODUCERS 
OF PERSONALISED COFFEE MUGS 
IN EUROPE, AND SUPPLY MOST OF 
THE WORLDS ARMED FORCES. 
TOP QUALITY. 1st CLASS SERVICE, 
UNBEATABLE VALUE M 
CALL NOW FOR DETAILS ft PRICES. 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE Ofl 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 

IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chilwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

A.M.viijfacUjre Pewter Tankards. TronhifS, Goblets one 

l* Hipflasks 

* ^Vankards engraved wtih Badge Oosi from CSSO * VAT 
y? SEND FOR OUR FREE CA TALOGUE 

TEL: (0T14) Z76S554 FAX (01141 2750377 
ti 6LO&S0PS TROPHIES, U BROAD STREET. SHEFFIELD $2 4LE 


Hand painted on wooden base Gin x Tin 

£23.50 + £1*40 UK Postage* 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders Of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10* 25, 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 83 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House* 8 51 Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771586 Fax: 01483 756627 


A photograph 
yourself in 
uniform or 
your *hip cm be 
transformed into a 
beautiful oil painting. _ 


For a large selection of Bunting, Pennants, 


Flags and Balloons, Fai 
Accessories, Hats 


1 Dress Props and 


Fancy D 

, Masks and Make up. 

Cloak Room and Tombola Tickets and Fundraisers. 

Free Catalogue A waitable, BFPO Orders Welcome 
3D Arundel Street, Portsmouth, POI 1NW 
Phone: 01705 823013, Fax: 01705 736943 

Established in Portsmouth Over 75 Years ago 


YCAP TALLIES 
Sri# ANY SHIP 
M —MANY IN STOCK 

'I For ccmprthenirve Hit please send SAE 

SHIPS BADGES 

SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES TOR ASSOCIATIONS 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
t, mo ca m. loncwsll cawt, uistol 
TEL: Oil! 9327967 FAX: 9329542 


LOST TOUCH with friends from 
your service days'" We are dedicated 
to helping you get back m touch. 
Forces Connect Association, 57 
Norwich Close, Lichfield. Staffs 
WS13 7SJ fiSAEi. 


K EG IM ENTAL TI ES* blazer 
Badges, Cuff-Links* Buttons* 
Medals. Cap Badges* Miltiam, 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross I Dcp. NN) T 
31, Belie Vue Si*. Filey, N, Yorks 
YOH 9HU. 


H amps hire 

Extensive views across waterways. 

4 bed town house within small 
development. Access to Gosport town 
centre and terry. UPVC dbte glazing, 
TRTxl 6*6" lounge, garage. Q.I.R 

£f 12,000 

Saltmarsh Estate Agents 

tel: 01705 513514 


I™ FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—. 

From own original paintings 


ENGRAVING 

Service Available 


canvas texture film 
to resemble an original oil painting 
size SHF hr £35plus PSP 
For (1st please send SAE to: 
3EAHT, 5 THE CHASE, GOSPOm. 
HANTS PQlZTfP 




1 TEHRAN* PROMOTIONS TFHHANE HOUSE. I 

WHJSHV WAY JND EST UNCOLN LN* 3LQ 
TtU gg 697000 / FAX: (01S21J WTW [ 

MATURE ARTIST will paint your 
ship in oils* (ex Royal Navy}. 
Modest rates. Any scene/setting. 
Write:- Craythome Studios, ‘Mehta' 
98 Bitham Lane, Sire non, Burton on 
Trent, Staffordshire, DE13 0HB. 


Options 


r pricas Include PAP 

Dr1vm,$haw.Qt(ihamJiincm.i>t r 2ifTJ 

TeUFax; 01706 846648 
E-mait:- robraytgHInaonj.rwl 


SINGLE 1994 Park Home. 

Suit semi-retired/retired. £14,500. 
27 Su mine Hands Court Park. 
Liverion, Newton Abbot, Devon. 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Broad Street* Sidemour, B romsgrovc. Worcs B6 L 8 LL 
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798 

Specialists In Ribbons* Full Size & Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mounting either for wear or display* 

Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list of 
Full Size & Miniature Medals. 

Cradfl r «tt) Hifiietv Kvepm. h? phi** «* In 
■KM tft nittmcripfew )T3*VAT «■>&■■ 


Authentic Coloured 
Heals ruled - Framed 

5*>*5*.£9,M 8*x8* £14.50 
Unframed Prints; 5* x4*.£4.00 

All prices include UK postage 
AJ * LAW 

4, Old Station {lantern, Shqftettwry Road 
Hftwridgr, SoMrrxet RAH OFL' 

Tel: 01963 364172 


©m x 7 ^ 


We lei and manage targe 
& small homes in ana 
around Portsmouth 

Web Site: wwwcxetuiive-hnme&.ciiM 




l 


Phone for 
details 


01705 


585577 


HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN 
£23*50 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 

Sand SAE ter quotes and pr*# list 

49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE, SUSSEX 
BN3 APE. TEL: (Q1273) 416138 


HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to 


FL EET BADGES 1918-1 998 


FORCES 

EX-SERVICEMEN 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 
WOUNDS, DISEASES, NOISE DEAFNESS, 
INJURIES OR ANY OTHER CONDITIONS AS 
A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 

IF SO YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 


TO FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY, CONTACT: 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LIMITED 

TEL: 0500 222 022 (FREEPHONE) 

MARSH HOUSE 
92a MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 
DNS4SZ 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mat! Order 
SHIPS/SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services and custom-made tar Clubs, 
Bands. Choirs, ale 
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons 8 
sundries 

Please send SAE hr lists 

THE HERALDIC CO, (GB) NN 
Over Briar, Beech Well Lane* Edge 
End. Coteford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel/Fax: 01594 832200 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

printed 

Teeshlrts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 
And lots more, alt from one supplier 

Ho artMVho * Mlting up casta an m^anty ofqoods 
High 11114%, caaipelrtsve prte*a, prompt delmry 

BFPO tax-free service 
Sand for out new pries Hat: 

Reynold Sports 

51,52. High Street* Uncotn, LN5 BAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fax: 01522 530383 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
waterline presentation model ol your ship, 
perhaps tong gone but new forgotten. 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes, 

Model Shipwright. 
Feldemorfej Bacton, Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS, 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE OR MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL? 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PLB1DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 


Property & Miscellaneous 


SKI 


0 


40 % 


SHEET 


fllQS 


DIRECT 


0118 981 0222 


P.O.S.H. CARS 


Specialising in 

Dock - Airport Transfers 
Tel: 01705 421000 
Fax:01705 719000 

Pori Out Starboard Home 


ENAMEL BADGES 
Tie Slides, Cuff 
StickPins, Etc. 

Made to order at 
competitive 
prices. 

Min. Order 
100 units 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 


PROPERTY 

MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALISTS IN THE 
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL 


4 full and comprehensive 
service which Includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Tracey Mackenzie 

TEL: 01705861550 1 FAX: 01705 818081 
263, Fawcett Rd. Soulhsaa. Hants. 


GREENBURGH’S 

{THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 
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Bionic woman 
Alma (81) all 
set for 199th 
marathon 


AT THE AGE of 81, Fleet Street branch member Alma Kent is looking forward to 
running her 199th marathon in New York, writes Shipmate Joan Keiiy , ‘I’ve mus¬ 
cles like iron," said the serial marathon runner who, on last count, had 37 grand¬ 
children and nine great-grandchildren. 

Meet her in T-shirt, shorts 
and trainers and one is amazed 
hv her energy and youihfulness. 
“I'm blessed with good health/' 
she savs, But tnat has not 
always been the case: 

Alma was horn in Ballymena. 
Northern Ireland, the daughter of 
an Army vet. After training as a 
nurse she joined the Army and was 
posted to Singapore. 

She wa* there when it fell to the 
Japanese in 1942, and was impris¬ 
oned by the invaders in the notori¬ 
ous CfrTangi jail 

Recalling the suffering 
inflicted by the Japanese 
guards on the prisoners of 
war, she said: “I was fortu¬ 
nate. I watched many die - 1 
will never forget whal they 
suffered as long as I five." 

When Changi was at last liberat¬ 
ed in 1945 she weighed only four 
stone. And she has her own 
reminders of the healings she suf¬ 
fered at the hands of the Japanese 
- a metal plate in the hack of her 
head and another in a teg. “Call me 
bionic/" she said, grinning broadly. 

Today she's a widow and lives 
alone, guarded by her Alsatian dog, 
Shes up at dawn and out running 
when most of us are still asleep. 
When not stretching her legs doing 
that she s carrying out voluntary 
work for charity, on most days help¬ 
ing the nuns of Si Mary of ihc 
Cross Convent near her home. 

Her running began with the 
London Marathon in 19H2 when 
she was 65. She's lost count of the 


funds she’s raised by running, 
although she docs remember that 
in (he 1992 London Marathon she 
collected £7,500 in sponsorship 
money and finished in just under 
3.5 hours to win u gold medal. 

More recently she's raised £6tH) 
for her branch and £700 for the 
nearby Church of St Bride. 

Alma attributes her fitness to 
eating little meat and lots of raw 
vegetables - especially garlic, fol¬ 
lowed by parsley "to keep the 
breath sweet*’, and vitamin E to 
build up strength. 

Having completed two 
half-marathons in Chicago 
in the spring, she is planning 
to take part in the New York 
event before Christmas. I 
asked her if she intended to 
keep on running until she s 
100. Hopefully longer than 
that/ she said. 

As well as being a member of the 
RNA, Alma is a life member of the 
Burma Star Association and a 
member of the Royal British 
Legion, 



• Alma Kent shows off some of the medals she has won in 198 
marathons run since she was 65. 



MR L A. Handscombe of 
Castletown, Isle of Man, 
was the winner of our 
August Picture Puzzle 
competition. He correctly 
identified the battleship 
HMS RamilUes (1916-48) 
and her last role as a har¬ 
bour service ship. 

Mr Handscombe’s reply was 
picked at random, and he 
receives our cash prize of £30, 
For another £30, give both 
names under which this ship 
sailed. 

Complete the coupon end send tt to 
My Mery Picture, Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth PQ 1 3 KH, Coupons 
giving correct answers will go Into m 


prize drew to establish e winner. 

Closing date tor entries is November 
IS. More man one entry can be submit¬ 
ted. but photocopies cannot be accept¬ 
ed. 

Do not include anything else In your 

MYSTERY 


Name 


envelope: no correspondence can be 
entered into end no entry returned. 

The winner will be announced In our 
December edition. The competition is 
not open to Nevy News employees or 
metr families. 

PICTURE 44 


Address 


My answer 



SKY TV presenter Anne Walker receives an engraved glass bowl 
from Rayleigh secretary Alan Booth, after she was guest of hon¬ 
our at the branch's annual charity golf tournament. Held at 
Langdon Hills Golf Club, Essex, it raised £91S for SSAFA. 

Miss Walker, who played in the tournament, was accompanied 
by PO Wren Rlz Davies from HMS Warrior, Northwood, Other play¬ 
ers included a team from HMS Dryad (who came top), and Army, 
RAF and US Air Force teams. The next tournament is on April 27. 


Around th , fir.m. />.■- 


Goad Old Navy 



Framed Photographs 


i&B MyBmii PU’MMfi 

FREE BROCHURE 

Wright & Logan kuw 

20, Queen Sueet, Ponsmouth PQl 3HL 
TEL: 01705 029655 f FAX: 01705 861694 


North Manchester 

Shipmates throughout the area 
turned out in strength for the 
branch’s annual Sea Sunday 
parade and service, the latter being 
conducted by the Rev, David 
Brierlcy, chaplain of the Korean 
Veteran* Association. Oldham Sea 
Cadet unit also look part. 

Later the ladies laid on a buffet 
reception. 

Wigston & District 

Members attended the first 
reunion of former members of the 
ship's company of HMS Sole bay. 
That was followed by a weekend in 


Scarborough for 29 shipmates. 

To mark the social and fund-rais¬ 
ing activities of the branch, in con¬ 
junction with Oadby Royal Brilish 
Legion, the president of the RBL 
branch, Dave Collins, was present¬ 
ed with a plaque by the RNA 
branch. 

Vancouver island 

The branch has celebrated its 
15th anniversary and has welcomed 
many visitors from Britain. 

The Royal Navy rugby team 
were well supported by Canadian 
shipmates when they won 22*29 
over a Brilish Columbian team. 



12 MONTH GUARANTEE 


SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS 
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS 

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has 
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and 
polished to a beautiful finish, AN products come with 5mm thick 
bevelled glass. We can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5 


Sin Porthole dock £71 
6m Dial Porthole barometer £73 
Stn Dial Porthole dock £64 
Sin Dial barometer dock £66 
3V*i Dial Porthole dock £51 
3Vdn Dial Porthole barometer £53 

3Vrtn Dial Porthole dock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112 
$ In Dial Porthole dock and barometer on mahogany plinth £136 
Postage and packing, add £5 (UK) and £20 (overseas) to 
Royal Mariner, Dept NH, B. Cooke & Son Lid., Kingston Observatory, 


Mounted on a mahogany plinth £91 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £93 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57 
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59 


Ingsl 

/59 Market Place, Hull HU1 1RH 
Telephone 01462 223454^24412, Fax 01482 219793 j 


Alter Ihc mutch, at a gel-together 
and sing-along, a branch plaque 
w as presented to the team captain. 

The next visitors were a party 
representing ten RNA branches, 
w hem Canadian shipmates joined 
for lunch. 

Bm ihe traffic hasn’t been alt 
one way: when Vancouver branch 
chairman. Shipmate George 
Watson, visited Britain he renewed 
his friendship with the t hair man of 
the National Council. Shipmate 
Fred Chambers, whom he met last 
year in Canada. 

West Bromwich 

The semi-final of No. 8 Area 
Uckers Championship was fought 
out between l cl ford and Litchfield 
branches Oil West Bromwich's ncu- 
iral territory. 

Telford proved the stronger 
ream to take on Redd itch for the 
Area final. 

Helston 

On Pori (even Lifeboat Day, 
members manned a stall to raise 
1127 for RNL1 and branch funds. 
Later they held a barbecue m the 
garden of Shipmates Joe and Jose 
Locke, 

Cheshunt 

Flic branch's tenth anniversary 
was nlarked by a sen ice at C hrist 
Church. Wail ham Cross, conduct¬ 
ed by branch chaplain, the Rev 
Martin Banister. 


A mess deck supper dance was 
attended by many wives and 
friends from neighbouring branch¬ 
es. Among those there, were 
branch president Shipmate Harold 
Chalkey and the chairman. 
Shipmate Norman Surridgc. 

With membership now at over 
100, Cheshum looks forward to 
many more such events, 

Ipswich 

Members welcomed their new 
resident, Capi Lc March ant, who 
as succeeded Capi J, Murray 
Dunlop RN (retd). Commanding 
Officer of If MS Ganges at its clo¬ 
sure in 1976. Under his presidency, 
membership of the branch 
increased several fold. 

Forty members attended a gar¬ 
den party hosted by Shipmate 
Peter Thompson at his home, to 
raise £138 for the wheelchair 
appeal in aid of Lt Cdr Phil Tribe, 
injured ashore tn the Gulf. A spon¬ 
sored swim in a duck suit by 
Shipmate Jim Cocker raised £50 of 
the total, 

Hanworth 

The 25 th anniversary of 
Middlesex branch of the 
Submarine Old Comrades Assoc¬ 
iation was marked by a dinner 
dunce attended by 156 shipmates 
and friends ai Hanworth club¬ 
house. 

Guests of honour were Admiral 
Sir Peter I lerheri and president of 


SOCA, Capi J. Jacobsen RN 
(retd). 

The annua! memorial service, 
conducted by the Rev, Lawrence 
Becbv in the clubhouse grounds, 
was attended by over 100 ship- 
mates, 

Beccles 

The branch corrects its report 
that the ensign presented to it w-as 
the battle ensign of HMS Si Kitts, 
The ship commissioned after 
World War IL in 1946. so the flag 
was not a buttle ensign, 

Southampton 

The 20lh anniversary of the 
branch was marked by a service - 
conducted by the Pon Chaplain, 
the Rev, William McCrea - fol¬ 
lowed by a celebration. 

Branch chairman. Shipmate 
Dents Dowell welcomed the 
guests who included the branch 
president. Capt M. O'Reilly RN. 
and Capi B. Judkiu RNK, A vote 
of thunks was proposed by 
Shipmate George Haley. 

Founder members Geoff 
Christopher and Jackie McMillan 
were unable to attend due to Ill- 
health. 

Isle of Sheppey 

Members were invited to attend 
Sheppey Sea Cadet unit’s inspec¬ 
tion by the Area Naval Officer for 
the C orps, Li Cdr J, B. Richardson 
RN. 
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Association 


‘Final hurdle’ in rescue of Britain’s 

VETERANS HELP 
SOUGHT OVER 
£350k TARGET 



NAVY NEWS is backing a new fund-raising campaign launched as the "final hur¬ 
dle" to establish Britain’s last wartime destroyer, HMS Cavalier, as a museum 
and memorial ship at Chatham Historic Dockyard. 

The consortium, which In 
the summer learned that 
their bid to set up the 
Cavalier at Chatham had 
succeeded, now need 
£350,000 in matching fund¬ 
ing as a condition of a first- 
phase Lottery grant of 


£830,000, 

'This is our final hurdle and 
we again need the support of 
the members of other Naval 
associations." said Chairman 
of the HMS Cavalier Assoc¬ 
iation, Sid Annlng. 

The Association is a member 
of the consortium, with the 
Friends of the Cavalier Trust, 
Chatham Historic Dockyard 
Trust and Medway Council, 

Already veterans have 
helped to raise £30,000 to pro¬ 
vide a fighting fund to cam¬ 
paign to prevent the scrapping 
of Cavalier, or her sale abroad 
from her present South 
Tyneside berth. 


# HMS Cavalier - due to arrive 
in Chatham in the spring. 

Cornerstone of the new fund¬ 
raising effort is distribution of a 
specially produced leaflet and 
the opening of a special bank 
account under the consor¬ 
tium's name. 

So far the HMS Cavalier 
Association has fought a bril¬ 


liantly successful campaign to 
keep the ship as a properly 
funded exhibit which will nave 
a unique place in Britain's 
Naval history. 

Now, as members of the con¬ 
sortium, they am seeking to 
raise the £350,000 as pari of the 
£2 million plan to move the 
ship, renovate her and site a 
memorial and museum along¬ 
side which will also reflect the 
history of two other preserved 
ships in the dockyard - the 
submarine HMS Ocelot and the 
Victorian sloop HMS Gannet. 

The four phases of the devel¬ 
opment plan entail preparing 
Cavalier for her move to 
Chatham, which is due to take 
place next spring; to complete 
essential preparation for visi¬ 
tors and to install on-board 
'Interpretation'; to complete the 
conservation plan by next sum¬ 
mer; and to complete a memor¬ 
ial chapel and other, on-shore 
interpretations. 


last wartime destroyer 



How your association can help 

Through distributing leaflets 

THE CAVALIER Association will provide your association 
with our appeal leaflets and envelopes which can be insert¬ 
ed Into your newsletter or magazine - provided there is one 
due wfthin the next two months. Just complete this coupon 
and send It to Sid Annlng, the Chairman of the Cavalier 
Association at 14 Kipling Gardens, Crownhlll, Plymouth, 
Devon PL5 3DD (please state the name and address of the 
place to which you wish the leaflets to be sent If different 
from your home address): 

NAME...>. 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE . ..TEL No.... 

YOUR ASSOCIATION NAME __.,,. 

NUMBER OF LEAFLETS REQUIRED.. 

The Cavalier Association hopes to organise a Reunion 
Showcase at Chatham so that members of other 
Associations can discover more about the plans for the 
ship's future and the development of the Historic Dockyard, 
WOULD YOU BE INTERESTED? 

YES □ NO □ ’ 

Through direct donations 

DONATIONS to the appeal account opened by HMS Cavalier 
(Chatham) Consortium can be made to Barclays Bank pic 
Medway Towns Branch, 40/46 High Street, Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 i SS. Please use the following: 

Sort Code 20-54*11, Account No. 90605948. 


Standards 
galore at 
Last Night 
of Pops 

NO FEWER than 65 stan¬ 
dards were on display for The 
Last Night of Woking Pops - a 
concert given by the Band of 
the Coldstream Guards and 
the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

The standards, including many 
from No. 3 Area, were under the 
direction of Woking branch 
parade marshal. Shipmate Rod 
Fraser. 

Over the summer the branch's 
social secretary. Shipmate Ian 
Fraser, arranged first-class outings 
for members and their wives. They 
included a visit to HMS Belfast in 
the Pool of London followed by a 
buffet supper and entertainment 
laid on by Wimbledon branch. 


RCADPD 
D EL bw EL H 

FOR 37 
YEARS 


CROSBY branch members 
believe that their Shipmate Lett 
Haydock. who this year was elect¬ 
ed as their president holds a 
record which lakes some beating. 

He was a founder member of 
the branch in 1951 and went on to 
hold every office - including that 
of standard bearer, a job which he 
has retained for 37 years. 

Len was honoured with life 
membership five years ago, 


In Brief 


COMPETITORS in a croquet 
match in the lovely setting of Si 
Wenn included members of 
Redruth & Camborne branch, two 
of whose shipmates » Bob Sixty 
and John Bolan - reached the 
semi-finals, 

WHEN Shipmate Dave Baker of 
Wlgston & District branch took 
his grandchildren to the Royal 
Navy Submarine Museum at 
Gosport, their guide for HMS 
Alliance turned out to be his 
former shipmate Happy Day 
whom he last met in 1966 when 
Happy was president of the 
POs Mess In which Dave was 
vice president, 

THE ANNUAL Sea Sunday ser¬ 
vice held at St Michael's Church. 
Lowftcld Heath, was attended by 
members of Crawley branch with 
shipmates of the Submarine Old 
Comrades Association, 

BODE branch donated £50 to 
an appeal fund set up by 
Hoisworthy Fire Station for a 
defibrillator. The money was 
presented by the chairman, 
Shipmate Bill Roake. 

SHIPMATE Joy Haskins of Wells 
branch, who came third in the 
National Standard Bearers com¬ 
petition was mistakenly identified 
as a member of Fro me branch in 
our August edition. 


He's the very model of a modern branch secretary 



JOINING the mannequins on parade at Wlvenhoe and 
Elmstead branch are secretary, Shipmate Les Kennedy, 
and Shipmate Waiter Whymark. 

As a result of setting up the exhibition of uniforms and 
memorabilia, members raised £320 in aid of King George's 
Fund for Sailors, and branch funds. 

Their quest for wartime uniforms for the well-attended 
show was aided by those who answered Les's appeal for a 
wartime blue cap. The branch was also supported by 
Sabre Sales of Southsea. 

Now, the shipmates hope to put the collection on per¬ 
manent display. Picture: Essex County Standard 



THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 

2 nights D8B CS5.00 pp . 3 nights OBB C7S.S0 pp 
(prices Include Banquet meat) 


We have ove* many years been assooaied with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions ter 
HMS EXETER. HM5 SHEFFIELD HMS NEWFOUNDLAND HM§ TENBY 


HMS ARETHU5A HMS CUMBERLAND, TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOC! AT I ON and the PLYMOUTH RNA 


The Trecam has 136 En- Suits bedrooms with colour TV. lea making fac^bes. and can 
accommodate up to 250 Guests. The hoist has a large Dmtng Room mat can hold up lo 3E>0 
Guests, as well as two spacious Salerooms and Bar areas, ideal lor any association 


te&ardess at fe membership sa* 

fm tef&rmeiion please ceetee t 
MYAM riTUAM - &£*£*M MAMAB&I TBj 07883 323292 



Naval Quirks | ofmstrjnidap 


THIS FINE ENGLISH 
SUMMER'S DAY 
REMINDS ME OF 
THE ARCTIC CONttYfe 


-THE SHIP 
TORPEDOED 





AUo available by post. Phone for jour FREE catalq^je 
W705 819385. Qramas order* wepud urn* DecISt h 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO 
GRACE ANY HOME 

The Royal Marines Museum * Southsea 

FIGURINES. WALL PLAQUES, 

MIUTAKf BOOKS, RM MUSIC & VID EOS, 
plus selected leisurewear. 

Visit die Museum Gift Strop {no admesion chary) 


POP IN FOR A COFFEE AT THE BUGLE MAJOR CAFE 




































































They're civvies - and sailors, too! 


WANTED! - all crew 
for luxury yachts 

international 
Crew Recruitment 

Deck Officers 
Engineers 
Chefs 
Pursers 
Stewards/ess 
Deckhands 

Work Immediately available 
Phone: 0171-2251962 
Mobile: 0403-593306 


OIL RIGS 

The Essential Guide - 
FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN 
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND 
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START 
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER need 
ABOUT OIL RIOS. 

* JtffOhS TOO 0 * 
01253 BSSSOB 
8 O&grj Ave. ThorntorvCteveleys, 
Uncs. FY5 l&J. UK. 


ESCAPE THE RAT RACE 
A simple easy 10 run business 
working from home. Full training 
and Nippon given. Call our free 24 
hour message service for fun her 
Inform alien 0800 298 5%9. 


Are you 

looking for a 

new career 

Then look at becoming a 

driving 
i nstructor... 

with job 

satisfaction? 

if the idea of working as a self-employed 
driving instructor appeals to you t then call 
for more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 

FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 

CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0800 70 7000 



Royal Navy to Merchant Navy 
Conversion Courses 



Merchant Navy Si Offshore Safety 
Courses 

(MCA & OPITG Fire Fighting, 
Sea Survival, First Aid) 

MCA Deck & Engine 

Certificates of Competence 


WARS ASM MARITIME CENTRE 
Newtown Road, Warsash 
Southampton 5031 62L 
Tel: 01489 576161 Fax: 01489 573988 


Service 

Engineers 


Manchester-based 

Today, Rolls-Royce is a leading international player 
in the aerospace and industrial power markets, with 
customers in more than 135 countries, a £7 billion 
order book, and joint ventures or collaborative 
operations making us locai in almost every major 
country, we're one of the world's most successful 
businesses- 

Travelling worldwide you will install, commission and 
overhaul large industrial diesel engines used in marine and 
power generation applications. Experience of working 
within these sectors is essential and you should be a time 
served engineering apprentice. Electrical engineering 
experience would be an advantage. 

Team up with a world leader. To apply please send a 
current CV to Alan Jones, HR Manager, Rolls-Royce, 
Pottery Lane, Openshaw, Manchester Mil 2DP. 

Wc ore an equal opportunities employer 


d Rolls-Royce 

EEsraJ * 


WHETHER you are a civilian interested in the Navy 
or a regular about to leave the RN, the Royal Naval 
Reserve (RNR) is waiting to hear from you. 

Although many RN personnel automatically join 
the Royal Fleet Reserve (RFR) on leaving the regu¬ 
lar Service, the RNR offers the chance to pursue a 
naval career in your spare time. 

You will be paid for training/duties undertaken 
and receive an annual tax-free Bounty of up to 
£1,050; if you join within three years of leaving the 
RN, you can qualify immediately for the top rate. 

Furthermore, there are opportunities for RNR per¬ 
sonnel to serve with the RN full time - affording 
added security if unemployed or between jobs. In 
return you will be expected to learn new skills and 
be prepared to be called out to augment the RN in 
crisis and war. 

Civilians from all walks of life join the RNR but 
some 25 per cent are also ex-RN.Currently, the 
overriding requirement is for medical officers and 
QARNNS personnel, and Operations Branch lieu¬ 
tenants (and below) and junior ratings. However, 
opportunities also exist for more senior personnel 
and members of other branches. 

If you would like more information on the RNR, 
contact: The Directorate of Naval Reserves, Room 
007, Victory Building, HM Naval Base, Portsmouth 
POI LS (Tel 01705 727676 or 0345 300123). Or just 
pop in for a chat! 


Vacancies - Immediate & within 12 
months of end of service 

CAT A & B Nuclear Watchkeepers, 
CCMEA/CPOMEA with gas turbine/diesel 
electric experience 

Stores Provisioning/Logistic Specialists 
CV's to WRA, Prestleigh House, 38-40 Hendford. Yeovil, 
Somerset. BA20 1UW 
Tel No: 01935-412288/424865 
Fax No: 01935-411755 
E mall: oostmaster@wra.uk.com 


WRA 




COLE AND SHARP 
LIMITED 
require 

Technical Authors, in the Aerospace Sector 
for the Yeovil area. 

Applicants should have ONC/HND in Mechanical or 
Electrical Engineering discipline. 

P/ease write with CV to:- 

Mr John Biggs 
Cole and Sharp Limited 
Hillfort House, Poundbury Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset. DTI 2PN 
Tel: (01305) 262186 Fax: 260321 


Overseas Opportunities 

-_ 

SAUDI ARABIA 

We have a number of two year renewable contracts offering a 
generous tax free package, including free accommodation, food 
and flights. 

If you have experience in any of the following areas, we would 
be very keen to discuss the positions with you. Ideally you will 
have some experience of working with Minehunters. 

• ELECTRONICS SUPERVISOR & FOREPERSON 

• ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR & TECHNICIANS 

• QA INSPECTORS & ENGINEERS 

In the UK we have the following positions: 

• WRITERS 

• PROJECT MANAGERS {EX MEA/Os & WE As) 

• STORES ACCOUNTANTS 

• CONTROL ROOM OPERATORS 

Please send a CV and covering letter to: 

A VS Recruitment, 123 Southampton Road, 

Paulsgrove, Portsmouth PDA 4QA. 

Fax: 0170S 35400 I. Tel: 0170S 354400. 

AVS Recruitment 




Work as A 
TV Film Extra 


CV’s in PORTSMOUTH 


Reasonable rates * 
^ Choice of styles 

RING (01705) 327772 
FAX (01705) 375239 


(Roga/dless of age sex or tooto) 

Opportunities nationwide 
No experience required 
FULL OR PART-TIME 

Excellent rates of pay 

Send SAE for details 

TV/Film Extras, 26 Trafalgar St. 
Ashton Under Lyrw» OL7 QEX 


THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 


Looking Inf a new Career 


in the Offshore Industry? 

Witwc Sifrtf Tniawf Cntro Provide 
UUbf I ItaficaJ TmiMni ti MTI H 


Sopptft Htfjf h 

liia C — iii i 

nstttlexnt Traiiuflf 


Nutec 


T®»: (014723 359 959 


I 


Broaden Your Horizons... 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian * 
volunteers (Including ex~RN) to augment the Royal Navy 
In stretch, crisis, tension and war, at see and ashore. 




Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet. The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable; in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual tax- 
free bonus {Bounty) * 
currently up to £1 f 050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects, 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN), 
male or female and physically fit. 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Cenlre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office, 

For details of these phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676. 
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RECRUITMENT * SHMHIitiS 



CAMPAIGN 



BEARRIG FRUIT 


A Career in Technical Authorship 


There is a constant demand for technical authors throughout industry- If you 
have a technical background, a qualification in technical authorship can open 
up the prospect of a new and rewarding career For details of a comprehensive 
[ Open Learning course, leading to recognised qualifications in this field, send for 
free information pack to: 

TUTORTEX SERVICES NN 17 

Freepost, Diversion, Cumbria LA 12 7BR, Tel: 01229 5H6333 

Iwnail amfctut»rtrx-dnnMfl.cii.ufc 


O VER the past 
4-5 years the 
Royal New 
Zealand Navy 
has actively 
sought overseas recruits 
to till essential shortfalls 
in specific branches, 

In the early stages the 
need was in the Marine 
Engineering (steam) branch 
at the Petty Officer levels 
with Boiler and Engine 
Room Watchkeeping 
Certificates. Advertising 
through Navy News and the 
Services Employment 
Network has been very suc¬ 
cessful with nearly 40 RN 
and ex-RN applicants 
recruited. 

Like the Royal Navy, the 
RNZN Is phasing steam 
ships out, albeit a little slow¬ 
er The last Leander, HMNZS 
Canterbury, is due to be put 
to rest around 2005. 

Accordingly, the need for 
overseas recruits in the 


marine engineering branch 
has now been satisfied. 
Marine Technicians are 
being recruited in enough 
numbers locally to sustain 
the future manning of new 
diesel/gas ANZAC ships, the 
first of which, HMNZS Te 
Kaha, has already arrived. 
HMNZS Te Mana is due next 
year. 

Also over the early part of 
the period an under-man¬ 
ning of helicopter pilots was 
recognised.The final demise 
of the age-old Wasp and the 
introduction of its replace¬ 
ment, the Kaman Seasprite, 
saw the requirement for 
more pilots and observers. 
Both RN and Canadian Force 
pilots responded to the 
recruitment call. 

With the marine engines 
tng and helicopter environ¬ 
ments being satisfied, a lack 
of weapons engineering 
staff is now the recognised 
shortage. This is especially 
so In the CEW/AI areas at the 
Petty Officer/Leading Hand 


levels. This situation is not 
expected to resolve itself in 
the near future and the 
RNZN is again looking at off¬ 
shore lateral recruiting initia¬ 
tives. 

There is also an ongoing 
shortage of Marine 
Engineering Officers (charge 
qualified) at the junior/mid 
seniority lieutenant level and 
of Weapons Electrical 
Engineer Officers at the 
senior lleutenant/junior lieu¬ 
tenant commander level 

For those who may con¬ 
template the lifestyle change 
the RN2N will certainly con¬ 
sider applications and spon¬ 
sor the move downy nder. It 
is recognised that the lead 
time of currently serving RN 
personnel is restricted by 
the need to give 18 months" 
notice, but the required 
clearances both for the 
RNZN and the New Zealand 
Immigration Service take a 
good proportion of that time. 

Further information and 
applications can be obtained 


the New Zealand 
Commission in 


through 
High 
London, 

Tel 0171 930 8400 ext 247 


COMS ENGINEERS 
URGENTLY NEEDED FOR 
NATIONAL COMPANY 
& OVERSEAS 

Excellent Salary 
Job Security and Benefits 
* Over 100 Vacancies * 

send your CV's asap to: 


BRIAN ALEXANDER RECRUITMENT 

Navy News Box 9655 
HMS Nelson Queen Street 
Portsmouth POI 3HH 


BE A 

PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD 

FREE REPORT 


GETS YOU STARTED! 1 
CALL OUR 24HR HOTLINE ] 

wows ow: 0171 -644-307 5 ] 

Or write to: 

ELITE MARKETWG, GEPT^H | P.O.BOX Jt 12. 
«n CMAM. SUttftET Cfi4 IfflT UK 

K 

EXCITING’ REWARDING! CHALLENGING! 


Navy JOBS IN NEW ZEALAND 


youll go places 



The Royal New Zealand Navy is currently looking for 
service persons or recent ex-service persons to 
fill the following vacancies: 




Marine Engineering Officers 
Junior/mid seniority Lieutenant, 
(Charge qualified) 

Petty Officer and Leading 
Radio Fitters 


Petty Officer and Leading 
Control Fitters 


Petty Officer and Leading 
Weapon Fitters 


Weapons Electrical 
Engineering Officers - 
Senior Lieutenant/ 
Junior Lt Cdr level 



For further information send your Curriculum Vilae to 

THE HEAD, NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF, 
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE, 

HAY MARKET, LONDON, SWIY 4TQ 



Premier Training & Development is the leading provider of quality vocational training in fitness instruction and sports therapy. 

The training and qualifications gained can open up fulfilling and lucrative career opportunities in this exciting and rapid growth industry. 


A ROLLING PROGRAMME OF COURSES IS NOW RUNNING AT 
EACH OF THE FOLLOWING TRAINING CENTRES 

Windsor • Enfield • Central London • Guildford • Oxford 
Trowbridge • Bristol • Cardiff • Bournemouth • Telford 
Birmingham • Cheadle • Leeds • Edinburgh 


m 




Premier Training & Development Ltd 

Parade House, 70 Fore Street, Trowbridge, Wiltshire BA14 8HQ 

Tel: 01225 353555 Fax: 01225 353556 

email: enquiries fapremie rtd co.uk website: www.preniiertd.eo.uk 


Individual Modules include: 

Fitness Instruction & Personal Training; Fitness Assessment 
& Health Appraisal; Optimum & Sports Nutrition; 
Lifestyle Management; Body Massage; Sports Massage; 
Sports Therapy & Rehabilitation; Business Development. 

(Students will gain the Diploma in Fitness llaining 8t Sports Therapy on successful 
completion of the above modules). All the above may be completed as separate modules 
and are individually certified Additional specialist courses include: Dip. Optimum Nutrition, 
Exercise to Music Teachers, Exercise and Health for Seniors & Juniors, Adv Personal Thining, Adv. Sports 
Therapy, Physical Activity & GP Referrals and Dip. Aromatherapy 


To receive a copy of our training prospectus or to find out 
about courses in your area please call 01225 353555 
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Check list for a 

partner for life 


Incorporated by the 
Royal Charter 



THE 


ROYAL NAVA 

ASSOCIATION 



Patron: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 

Once Navy , Always Navy 

Reg. Char. 266982 


The Royal Naval Association believes firmly that “welfare is not 
only money". It offers a broad range of support to people with a 
Royal Naval connection. We are ‘all of one company' in helping 
the disabled, looking after the needy, cheering up the distressed, 
maintaining naval traditions, supporting naval cadets, enjoying 
social activities and re-uniting shipmates. The 5001 branches in 
the UK and abroad offer instant ‘network’ ot Focal knowledge 
and opportunities to shipmates going to live in a new place or 
starting a new career. 

The association is for all serving and former officers, men and 
women of the Royal Navy, RoyafMarines, WRNS and QARNNS 
and their reserves 

For details of RNA membership, please complete the slip below. 


NAME:. 

ADDRESS: 


.*.Postcode.. 

SEND TO: THE GENERAL SECRETARY, ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 
82, CHELSEA MANOR STREET, LONDON. SW3 5QJ 


W ITH AN estimated shortfall 
of between 30,000 and 
50,000 jobs in the IT market 
forecast over the next 3-5 
years, ask yourself the 
question. ' Are you part of the problem or 
part of the solution?”, writes Chris 
Marshall , managing director of Pitman 
Training Ltd. 

If business success is centred around 
understanding your customers then I am 
amazed how successful we and other train¬ 
ing companies have been over the years. 

Over the past 18 months we have 
realised that people don’t come to training 
organisations like ours for training - they 
come because they need the training to get 
a job, or progress their careers. 
Understanding this basic principle has 
helped us to create specific, tailored pack¬ 
ages of training, to include job preparation 
training (CV writing, interview techniques) 
and we are not alone in this. 

As the majority of our 60,000 courses 
delivered last year were paid for by the pri¬ 
vate individual, it angers me to hear the 
cynics claiming that people do not want to 
work. Whichever of our 85 training centres 
i attend, I see women seeking to return to 
work, students developing the IT skills the 
educational system has not provided, or 
business men and women investing their 
own time and money to ensure they main¬ 
tain their employability. 

As the nature of employment continues 
to shift (already the majority of “workers”, 
51 per cent, within the UK are self- 
employed, contracting or temping) then to 
be part of the solution the onus is on the 
individual to maintain their own employa¬ 
bility, By this 1 mean that individuals must 


ensure that they personally obtain the 
skills necessary for today's, and tomor¬ 
row’s, job market. 

With the training market so fragmented 
and the training offered so varied, the fol¬ 
lowing check fist will help you to decide 
your “training partner for life”: 

• Will you receive a nationally recog¬ 
nised qualification? 

• Are the training courses accredited to 
industry standards, eg Microsoft Office 
User Specialist (MS-OUS)? 

• Does the organisation practise what it 
preaches - have the training staff been 
trained? 

• Look around - are there testimonials 
from satisfied students on show? Will the 
sales person allow you to talk to existing 
students? 

• What after-course support is available 
-open evenings, newsletters, top-up train¬ 
ing? 

• Can you ’ try before you buy” - does 
the facility exist for you to get the feel of the 
courses before you decide? 

Having decided on the course and 
passed your exams, what next? Make sure 
the training company can help you turn 
your newly gained potential Info that 
job/career move you want: 

• Make sure you have a well prepared 
CV. 

• Research the company - marketing 
material, press cuttings, locations. 

• Understand the job you are applying 
for - and know why you want it 

• Practise the interview - think about the 
likely questions and prepare some 
answers. 

In this way you can become part of the 
solution - and good luck! 


CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT 

TO: Parents willing to invest £241 (+BSA) per term in 

their child's future. 

FROM: Chilton Cantelo, a small ‘family’ school 

(Dorset/Somerset borders} offering a broad 
first-class education to boys and girls aged 7-18. 

RE: Further information, please contact us today on 

(01935) 850555 to arrange a visit. 


ST DUNSTAN’S ABBEY \ 

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH 


DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2 1 12-18 



★ High Academic Standard 

★ Dyslexia Unit 

★ Drama A Speciality 
it Single Bedrooms 



Telephone for a prospectus: 01752 201350 

A Charifv prrn'idinfi auithfv rthtcatiim /w vhitdrcn. 
krKiyU'rni t'httniv number JQQ7JA 



Sir Roger 
covered 

ARRIVING loo late for Iasi 
month's Education feature was the 
Sir Roger M an wood s School 

item; 

A m ixe d se I ce t ivc 11-18 
Grammar School of 7CKI pupils in 
the Cinque Pud tow n of Sandwich, 
Kent with over 17H in the Sixth 
Form and 70 boarders, entry is h\ 
school tcsis in English and 
Mathemat ics at any age lor board¬ 
ing places. 

The National Curriculum h fol¬ 
lowed throughout and 90 per cent 
of pupils stay on into live Sixth 
Form to study three or lour A 
Levels with A Level General 
Studies added. Academic resuits 
are excellent both at A Level and 
GCSE. 

There are no tuition Ices, 
boarding lees are £L578 per term 
and visits are welcome at any lime. 

Contact the headmaster’s secre¬ 
tary on 01304 f>l32Hh. hy Fax 
01304 61533b. email, head- 

srms(« .rmpJc.co.uk or visit website 
www. r m p I exo. u k/c d u wcb s i l c si s r 
ms/mdex.him I. 



MAYVILLE HIGH SCHOOL 
SOUTHSEA 


The Caring School 

Girls 2-16 
Boys 2-11 

OPEN MORNING 
SATURDAY, 3RD OCTOBER, 1998 
10.00 a.m. - 12 noon. 

# Small classes & Friendly atmosphere 

Individual attention 

^ Prep Sessions Holiday activities 

^ Excellent GCSE results 
& Prep Sessions 

# Strength in Sport and Creative Arts 

# Dyslexia Unit 

=!' Academic Scholarships and Trustee Assisted Places 

01705 734847 

V^^S^t^imon^Road^outhse^Harit^POS^PE^^ 


SIR ROGER MANWOOD’S 
SCHOOL 

SANDWICH, KENT CT13 9JX 
GRANT MAINTAINED MIXED GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
11*18 <718 Pupils) (6th Form 176 pupils) 

70 Boarding places for boysfgirls 
Applicants accepted now for 1989 entry. 
Entrance tests are conducted by the school. 

FULL BOARDING FEES £1,578 PER TERM 

{ NO TUITION FEES ) 

* Excellent A-Level and GCSE results 

* High University entrance (including Oxbridge) 

* Safe and secure environment 

* Strong Extra-Curricular tradition 

* Sport, Music, Drama and CCF 

* Excellent ratio of House-Parents to boarders 

* Featured in Sunday Times Good Schools Guide 

* Highly placed in national league tables 

“THIS IS A SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL " (OFSTED > 

For information please contact Mrs Carol Joy. 
Headmaster *9 Secretary on: 

TEL: 01304 613286 FAX: 01304 615336 

headann9Srinplc.cD.uk 

A duirity that exintn to provide education for children 


THE 

DUKE OF YORK’S 
ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL 
DOVER 

♦ Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and 
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army 

♦ 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers 

♦ Caring family atmosphere 

♦ Pupil: Teacher ratio 10:1. Average class size 16 

♦ Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC, National Diploma, 

GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university 

♦ Low fees of £285 per term whether serving or retired 

♦ Ask about the value added dimension to our academic 
work. 

Further enquires to; 

Headmaster - The Duke of York's School 
Dover CTI5 5EQ 

Phone: (01304) 245024 
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Family Matters 



£2 charge 
put on 
Railcard 

CHANGES in the system of 
Railcards for Mil- Armed Forces 
include introduction of a £2 
charge for each card. Previously* 
lire concessionary cards issued by 
British Rail were Iree to Service 
people and their dependants. 

The old cards expired on June 
30* and the new, redesigned cards 
will be valid for a year from the 
date of issue. Service personnel 
are being loid that the Railcard is 
a concession provided by the 25 
train companies* and should not 
be taken as a condition of service. 

More detailed information is 
contained in DC'I .IS 91 98. 

Estate's 
link is 
restored 


Yo ho ho and a 
bottle of coke! 


THIS PIRATE crew shivered the 
timbers of a Ministry of Defence 
Police launch when they staged 
a carefully planned hijack oper¬ 
ation under the noses of the 
Navy - in the River Tamar. 

The young buccaneers, led 
by Capt Hook {alias community 
worker Adele Towsey) are the 
brothers and sisters of Service 
children with special needs. 

Each year they are treated to 
a trip organised by social and 
community workers based in 
HMS Drake and staff of 
Plymouth Naval Personal and 
Family Services, with the finan¬ 


cial help of the WOs and Senior 
Rales Mess at Drake. 

This year ten of the young¬ 
sters — members of the Anchor 
Group of families - visited 
Plymouth National Marine 
Aquarium followed by a trip 
around the Sound and up the 
River Tamar in the MOP launch 
Watchful. 

It was then that the group 
changed inlo their pirate gear 
to hold the Watchful crew to 
ransom - an incident which 
luckily ended at 3.30pm when 
mums and dads arrived to 
reclaim their offspring. 



DRAKE REUC DELAYS 


A FOOTBRIDGE which formed 
an important link lor families on a 
married quarters estate in 
Plymouth has been restored as a 
permanent feature after the origi¬ 
nal was demolished Iasi year. 

The old bridge* used for 411 
years as a short-cut to shops and 
schools, fell into disrepair, and a 
temporary replacement was erect¬ 
ed. Bui now, a permanent foot¬ 
bridge has been built by the 
Defence Housing Executive. 

1i was opened by the 
Commanding Officer of HMS 
Raleigh* Commodore Roger 
Lockwood, and the Mayor of 
TorpoinL Cllr Mike Pcarn. The 
ceremony was attended by chil¬ 
dren from the RN pre-school at 
Trevorder Road which is near the 
bridge. 


THOSE 

HAPPY 

DAYZ 


IT WAS ‘Happy Dayz‘ out of 
school for these youngsters 
from the family quarters 
estate at Eastney, Ports¬ 
mouth - thanks to RN 
Family Services workers. 

Happy Dayz was a 
playscheme for under-14s run 
for four hours a day during the 
school holidays. The project, at 
the Cockleshell Community 
Centre, was the idea of ratings 
Gary Keith and Michael Hewitt 
who undertook it as part of 
their Family Services initial 
training course. 

They have since successfully 
completed the course and are 
now working as Petty Officers 
(Family Services). 

The Happy Dayz project was 


NEW PRE-SCHOOL 



a great success - but would not 
have been without the support 
of volunteers from the Finch 
Road Playgroup which had 
recently relocated to the 
Cockleshell Centre. 

Among the events which 


proved so attractive to the chil¬ 
dren were the painting of a con¬ 
tainer (shown in the picture), 
messy play'* a cookery work¬ 
shop, badge-making, a sports 
day, a bouncy castle, face paint¬ 
ing, competitions and an end- 


of-scheme party. 

PO(FS) Gary Keith welcomes 
any ideas for future community 
projects. 

He can be reached at the 
NPFS, Swiftsure Block, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, POI 3HH, 


CHILDREN of Naval families in Plymouth are now 
using a brand-new, purpose-built pre-school after a 
delay caused by the discovery of a structure that 
was probably laid in the time of Sir Francis Drake, 


The £70*000 building has 
been constructed at Crown hill 
and accommodates 2b children 
between the ages of three and 
four. It is one of eight such 
places provided in the 
Plymouth area by the Royal 
Naval Pre-school Learning 
Organisation. 

However, t he. 1 project suffered a 
minor setback when soon after the 
arrival of modular buildings on two 
low-loader lorries, ground subsi¬ 
dence was detected at the site in 
(Townhill Fori Road when a crane 
began to gel lhal sinking lee ling. 

Archaelogjsts believe the cause 
may have been a long-lost Icat - or 
water channel - known to have 
been laid with the involvement of 
Sir Francis, lo carry fresh water 17 
miles from Dartmoor to Plymouth. 

The discovery meant that 
the leat had to be reinstated 
and a concrete raft laid over 
it, the work delaying the pre¬ 
school s opening for about 
two weeks. 

The new building, which eventu¬ 
ally opened on September 2L 
replaces an old wooden structure - 
formerly a playgroup venue - 
which was condemned and demol¬ 
ished 15 months ago. Since then 
the children who used il have been 
temporarily housed in nearby 
CTownhill Family Centre. 

Most of the cost of the pre¬ 
school project has been met hy a 
£45,000 grant from king George s 


Fund for Sailors, the rest being 
provided out of local Naval com¬ 
munity funds. 

RN under-fives co-ordinator, 
Mrs Patricia While ley, officially 
started the work with a ground¬ 
breaking ceremony at the controls 
of a JCB mechanical digger. 

Other Plymouth pre-schools run 
by ihc RNPLO are at St Budeaux, 
Torpotnt, nurrabridge, Tamerton 
To 1 lot. Eggbuckland, Plympton 
(C’haddlcwood) and Plymstock 
(Radford). All are registered and 
checked by Social Services and all 
have received above average 
inspection reports by the 
Government‘s Office for Standards 
in Education (OFSTED), 

Mrs Whitelcy is available to dis¬ 
cuss parents' needs on 01752 
782921. 

Fleet Club’s 
timeshares 

SIXTY self-catering timediarc 
h olid ay weeks in June-September 
next year are being offered lo RN 
and RM ratings and other ranks by 
the China Fleet Club. 

A week's itmeshure costs £350* 
and successful applicants will be 
decided by a draw at the end of 
February. Only successful appli¬ 
cants will he informed* usually 
within a week. 

Application forms are available 
from The China Fleet (tub 
Charitable Tr u st. 'I t me s h a re s . 
Saliash, Cornwall PI.1 2 hi J. 


Divorce and your pension: the facts 


THERE HAS been some concern among Service 
people about new laws governing the division of 
pensions on divorce. Navy News has received infor¬ 
mation from the Deputy Directorate of Naval 
Service Conditions (Pay) which is intended to clari¬ 
fy the situation: 

The current Pensions Act 1995, which governs all 
divorces after July 1, 19%, empowers courts to make an 
order requiring a pension scheme to pay part of a mem¬ 
bers pension direct to a former spouse. 

Where a person has not yet left the Service, the court 
order can "earmark’ part of the pension to the former 
spouse when it eventually comes into payment. However, 
nothing will be paid to the former spouse if the member 
dies in the meantime, or the former spouse remarries* 

Anyone divorced lie fore July L 1996 is not affected by 
the legislation and his or her pension and gratuity is pro¬ 
tected from any assignment from the courts. 


The new law, which should come into effect in April 
2000, will provide for ’pension splitting’ or “pension shar¬ 
ing". The main difference between the present law and 
pension sharing will he that the portion awarded to the 
former spouse will then remain theirs. 

Even if the former spouse remarries, or the memher 
dies before them, the pension will be unaffected. 

Pension sharing will not, however, be compul¬ 
sory, and it will still be possible to offset pension 
rights against other assets - such as the marital 
home - or to use the current attachment and ear¬ 
marking arrangements if they are considered 
more appropriate. 

For an example, at the lime of divorce a Service person 
may be entitled to a preserved pension of £3,IKK) and a ter¬ 
minal grant of £9,(KM). If the court give*s their former 
spouse a 40 per cent share* the nominal reduction in the 
pension would, for a total of £12,000, leave £7,200. 


If the Service person were later to remarry* the entitle¬ 
ment to widow’s pension would be calculated at the rate 
of half the pension eventually awarded. 

On leaving the Service m the future, the immediate 
total pension may amount to £8,(XM) with a terminal grant 
of £243KK). The benefits actually received would be: 

Pension - £8,000 minus £1,200, plus revaluation to date 
of leaving. 

Terminal grant - £2,400 minus 13.61 Ml, plus revaluation 
to date of leaving. 

Widow's pension would be £4,(KK) minus £600, plus 
revaluation to dale of leaving. 

If the revaluation factor was 1*5, the pension calcula¬ 
tion would be: 

£8,IXK> minus (1.200 x 1.5) = £6,200 a year* 

Those are only illustrative figures relating to someone 
divorced after April 2000* Anyone in that situation should 
receive legal and financial advice before agreeing to any 
divorce settlement. 


Available accommodation is in 
(lie following areas: Keswick, 
Norwich, Avicmore, Cornwall 
To rq u ay, Guernsey, Roy a I 
Dee-side. l.ooe* south-west Wafcs* 
avid on narrow boats at N apt on 
Junction on the English inland 
waterways. 

Nursery offer 

FREE nursery places for four- 
year-old children ot Service 
people in isolated detach¬ 
ments is now being provided 
by the Service Children's 
Education Agency, 

Money has been made avail¬ 
able for such schooling or pre- 
schooling in overseas com¬ 
mand areas, matching the entr- 
tlement in England and Wales 
for five 2.5-hour sessions per 
week for at least 3$ weeks a 
year. 

Full details: DCI General 
189'9a. 
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S HIVER ME timbers, it’s getting a little chilly on 
deck these days, I think we are in for some heavy 
weather sailing this winter. 

Someone who was used to long voyages at sea was the British 
Admiral, Lord Nelson, Did you know that on October 21,1805, he 
commanded the ships who fought the famous Battle of Trafalgar? 

The Battle was fought against the French and Spanish fleets and 
Nelson was very clever with his battle tactics. Instead of doing what 
the enemy expected, he divided his ships into two groups and 
attacked the enemy ships from two sides, confusing them and 
enabling the battle to be won. 

Unfortunately, during the battle Nelson was shot at by one of the 
crew from the French ship Redoubtable and he later died. 

Well, what a brave man, me hearties. Did you know that before 
going into action Nelson got his men to hoist signal flags which 
spelt out a special message? 

If any of you landlubbers know what that message was you can 
write and let me know then I can hoist the message on me ship 
ready for Trafalgar Day. 

___ J 




Girl power -Navy style! 


Calling all Gang Plank Members 

if you can draw a picture of 

Admiral Lord Nelson 

■ 

you could win one of the following 

Crayola Goodies!! 


A super Art Case 
A 72 piece Crayon Set 
A 24 piece Colour Pencil Cassette 

We have several super prizes to give 
away for the best drawings 


SEND YOUR COMPLETED DRAWING 
WITH YOUR NAME, AGE AND ADDRESS 
TO: THE GANG PLANK CLUB 
NAVY NEWS, HMS NELSON. 
QUEEN STREET, 

PORTSMOUTH. 

HANTS. POI 3HH. 


THE JUDGES DECISION IS FINAL. 
EMPLOYEES & RELATIVES OF NAVY 
NEWS ARE INELIGIBLE TO ENTER 
THIS COMPETITION, 


Sorry! we are unable to 
return your drawings 



Entries to 
arrive no later than 
October 29th 1998 

winners will be notified 

Good Luck! 


GREAT NEWS for all Girls - the Royal Navy is not just for boys! You might not 
know but the Navy now treat girls and boys exactly the same, except for some 
of the physical activities and tests when the girls get just a bit longer to com¬ 
plete them. 

One of Captain Plank’s crew, Susie, wants to join the Navy and she asked a Chief Petty Officer 
to tell her a bit about what it's like and how she can join. 


Any girl can apply to join the 
Navy as soon as she readies lhe 
age of lb. Depending on I he 
exams passed ai school* or in 
Susie's ease in Captain Plank's 
floating class mom. girls can 
apply for a whole heap of excit¬ 
ing jobs. 

If Susie gets three OCSE 
passes in Maths. English and sci¬ 
ence she could he lucky enough 
to become part of the engineer* 
ing branch of the Navy and be 
known as an Artificer. 

She could work on all the 
technical side of the Navy, on 


guns and missiles, radar, com¬ 
puters and even flight equip¬ 
ment. 

Even if Susie doesn't 
have enough passes at 
GCSE she can still join the 
Navy and become per¬ 
haps a Chef or a Writer, 
learning all about catering 
or administration, 

Susie likes looking after the 
crew when they are feeling poor¬ 
ly and she tofd the Chief Petty 
Officer that she wants to work 
with sick people. 


That’s no problem, as long as 
Susie passes a selection lest, 
which includes some English 
and sonic maths, and as long as 
she is fit. she could join the 
Navy's Medical branch and 
become a Medical Assistant. 

If Susie decides to go to col¬ 
lege and get more qualifications 
she could join the Navy and be 
an officer. Officers are needed 
in all branches of the Navy and 
the jobs can be as varied as 
Warfare Officer, Supply Officer, 
Air Traffic Control and Susie's 
favourites, a Nursing officer. 
Medical Officer or Dental 
Officer. 

It’s not all work though and 
Susie learnt that sailors can 
travel alt over the world, meet¬ 
ing new people and seeing new, 
exciting places. Susie loves 
sport and there's loads of 
chances for Susie to lake pari in 
sport with the Naw. and most of 
it is PR EE! 

Susie thinks the hest bii about 
being in the Navy must be hav¬ 
ing your friends around you and 
learning to he part of a team* 

She thinks it must be quite 
hard work but it would make 
you very fit and you would learn 
lots, and gel paid for it. 

Captain Plank has lots of 
informal ion about the Royal 
Navy and if you want lo ask him 
any questions about all the jobs 
for hoys and girls just drop him 
a line. 


Halloween recipe 
for a witch's brew 

HERES A great drink lo make on Halloween night 
(quantities given below make approximately 12-15 
servings)* As it contains hot water make sure you get 
an adult to help you* 

Take half a pint of blackcurrant drink, put it in a saucepan. 
Add half a pint of orange juice* Then add 4 pints of water 
Blend one teaspoon of cinnamon with a little hot water, then 
add to the saucepan. Very slowly heat the mixture, it gives off 
a lovely smelt, very October-yl 

When the mixture is nice and hot serve it up in mugs which 
take hot liquids, if you Hke, a nice extra is to slice an orange 
very thinly (an adult might do this for you If you ask nicely 1} 
then pop a piece of orange in every drink. 

There you have it - A drink to keep witches away! I 



Jolly joke time 


* A Halloween joke: What do 
you call a wicked old woman 
who lives by the sea? 

A Sand witch! 

'What do you call an explod¬ 
ing monkey? 

A baboom! 

(From Kayleigh Dyda) 

•Why is the Queen like a 
length of wood? 

Because she's a ruler! 

(From Graham Lucas) 

* Why didn't Robin go to 
cricket? 

Because he forgot his bat 
- man! 



October birthdays 

Eleanor Waterhouse, 
Freddie McKnighl* John 
Posser, Culfum MacKay. 
Christopher Moore* 

Hay ley O’Grady, 
Stephanie O’Conner, 
Jennie Elliott* David 
Klriaktdis, Thomas 
Booth* Keith Wells* 
Natalie Band* Thomas 
Seal* Max Grosse* 
Richard Skingle* Rural 
Box* Ian Downing* Tony 
Ashfield* Emily Clunie, 
Matthew Drew, Emma 
Brooks* Jennie 
Campbell* Joseph 
Manning* Lawrence 
Newport* Georgina 
Miller* Neil Purewal, 
Adam Platt* Hannah 
Farwell, Harriet Van Per 
VlfeL Tracy Bray, Clark 
Simmon* Paul Ward* 
Jason Drewery, Joshua 
Burnham* Robert 
Williams* Galium Day* 
Jenna Lucey* Tom 
Harrison* Joe Bland, 
Helen Bailey* Ryan 
Moore, Liam Moore* 
Steven Ouilter, Megan 
Cox* Alice Harrington- 
Smith* Rebecca King* 
James Anderson. 
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Soon the 1996 Liverpool Victoria UK Snooker 
Championships will be on our TV screens and Ronnie 
*The Rocket 1 * O'Sullivan will be taking to the table to 
defend his title. Ronnie has taken this title twice 
already, the first time when he was just 171 If you like 
snooker then we ha ve a great prize for you. You could 
win a Ronnie O'Sullivan snooker cue signed by him 
especially for you. 


ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS ANSWER THE FOLLOWING TWO 
QUESTIONS CORRECTLY AND YOU COULD BE A WINNER!! 

• A SNOOKER CUE 5IGNED BY RONNIE O'SULLIVAN 

• A SIGNED PHOTO OF RONNIE O'SULLIVAN 

• ONE OF TEN RUNNER-UP PRIZES 


Question A • How many times has Ronnie O’Sullivan won the Championship? 
Question B • What is Ronnie O’Sullivans Nickname? _ 

Answer A .. 

Answer B ... 

Name ... Age 

Address .... 


of 

Send your entries to:* TNe Gang Plank Club, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street I 
Portsmouth, Hants. POI 3HH. Closing Date 29th October 1996. All correct answers wittba entered Into a draw. 
The judges decision is flrteL Relatives and employees of Navy News are ineligible to enter this competition 



Surfing the net 



TECHNOCAT has been 
busy on the net ibis month, 
looking for some museum 
sites. He found a great site 
called Virtual Museum 
Library which gives you a 
cool list of loads of muse- 
' urns and you can access it ai 
www. ioo m.org/v I mp/u k.html. 

Technocat particularly 
Liked the Eureka museum, 
the Dickens House muse¬ 
um where you can virtually 
tour the house and the 
Natural History museum 
which is the first museum to 
have its own web server. 

By the way Technocat 
say’s don't forget to ask the 
person paying your phone 
hill if you can log on to the 
net. 


Membership Application Form 

Please enrol me os a member of The (sang Plank Club. I enclose a 
PO/cheque {payable to Navy Ncwsj for £3.25. 


Name 


Address 


.Postcode 


D.O.B .. ..,. ,Tel No.. 

Do you have any Brothers 0 Sisters 0 Ages 0 
Special Interests: Sport Q Music Q Film/TV 0 

Friends ^ Reading 0 
Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? 


Parent 0 



Grandparent 0 Other □ 
We will also accept payment foy:- 
Visa, Solo, Delta, 
Access, Mastercard or Switch 


JOIN THE GANG PLANK CLUB AND 
YOU WILL RECEIVE A GOODIE BAG 
SIMILAR TO THE ONE SHOWN. 


Send your completed form, together with a postal ordcr/thcquc for £3,25 to: 
Captain Flank's Osh, Navy Nm, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth POI 3HH. 
If you would like any further information before applying, call 01705 733558 
or 01705 825040 < 24-hour answerphonr) 


This feature is sponsored by 

LOCKHEED 



No hot water, no toilets and not much company, that's - 

Life in an empty Ark 


HMS Ark Royal, one of the Royal Navy's three 
Invincible-class carriers, has close links with the city 
of Leeds. The ship has been out of service since 
1994 - although kept in “a state of extended readi¬ 
ness”. 

After the Lord Mayor of Leeds paid her a visit alongside 
in Portsmouth, Navy News work experience reporter 
Stefanie Coombs (15) went on board to talk to Lt Martin 
Mldmore: 

WHAT WORK DO YOU HAVE TO DO ON A SHIP THAT'S NOT IN 
FULL WORKING ORDER? 

We re at 180 days' notice to sail, so basically we just have to 
keep her ticking over, trying to maintain the material state of the 
ship and not let her fait into rack and ruin. 

HOW MANY CREW DO YOU HAVE ON BOARD NOW, AND HOW 
MANY DO YOU NORMALLY HAVE? 

Normally, without the aircraft embarked, a running CVS is com¬ 
plemented for about 650 men and women, but this total approach¬ 
es 1,200 when the squadrons arrive. Presently, because our role 
on board is maintaining the material state of the ship and prepar¬ 
ing for a major refit, we are only complemented for 98. 

ISN'T IT A BIT CREEPY WITH SO FEW PEOPLE ON BOARD? 

It's very quiet and you can walk around the decks and see 
nobody. Certainly for the duty watch at night it's a bit creepy! 
Nobody at all lives in the ship - it's virtually shut down and we're 


running on shore power. There’s no hot water on board, cold 
waler only, and we can't even use our own toilets, 

WHY DID THE LORD MAYOR WANT TO COME, THEN? 

Well, the Lord Mayor changes once a year and we always like to 
invite him down at least once during his term of office. It s just to 
give him a flavour of the ship and to keep our links with Leeds 
going. 

The people of Leeds seem to like it and the city offices are full 
of memorabilia to do with HMS Ark Royal. The links actually go 
back to World War ll t when the third ship of the name - we are 
number five - was sunk off Gibraltar. 

That started a major fund raising campaign by the city of Leeds, 
The people there raised £9 million In seven days to pay for the 
replacement ship - In today 's money that would be more like £290 
million. 

This money was used to purchase the fourth Ark Royal which 
was ordered in 1942 and finally commissioned In 1955 as a 43,000 
ton armoured fleet carrier. The present ship, Ark Royal V } was 
commissioned in 1985. 

WAS THERE MUCH FOR HIM TO SEE? 

We took him up to the flight deck and showed him where all the 
helicopters and Sea Harriers are operated from and then took him 
down below for a fire fighting demonstration. 

He also saw a damage control exercise with mock casualties in 
the sick bay. We showed him how we would rig up emergency 
electrical power in the event of damaged sustained, then we took 



Commanding Officer of HMS Ark Royal, Cdr Malcolm Lewis. 

him down to the Chief Petty Officers Mess for a pint of beer. 

After that we gave him a buffet lunch and he presented us with 
a glass decanter and we gave him a bosun's call or whistle. 
Finally he had a VIP tour of the Dockyard Heritage Area visiting 
HMS Victory, the Mary Rose exhibition and the Royal Naval 
Museum. 

SO HE HAD A GOOD TIME AFTER ALL? 

I think so - there were an awful lot of ladders to climb, but he's 
a strong Yorkshire Man! 


□ Members of HMS Ark Royals ship's company took part 
in this years Lord Mayor's Parade at Leeds, collecting 
money for the Children s Heart Surgery Fund . 


^- Naw News 




Navy News Millennium Competition 

Design your ideas for the next centuryl 

We are looking to get your thoughts on how the British Navy will look in years to come. Take any 
aspect of the present Navy and put on paper your ideas of how it should look for the 21 st century. 

The competition is divided into three age groups: 

• Gang Plank Club Members - ages 6 to 12 years • Readers - ages 10 to 12 years • 

• Readers ages 12 to 1 8 • 

Four entries will be selected from each group. All 12 winning entries will be featured in the year 
2000 Navy News calendar, your winning entry may even appear in one of Navy News’ monthly 
issues. An overall winner being chosen from the winning entries will receive a major prize! 

YOU COULD BE A WINNER!!! 

Entries should be produced on a minimum size of A4 quality paper up to a maximum 
size of A3, using either water colours, acrylics, pen and ink, crayons, felt tip pens or 
pencils. (Please note, computer produced designs will not be accepted.) Write a short 
paragraph (no more than IOO words) to explain the thinking behind your design. You 

may wish to label your idea? 

Send your design in a robust envelope to:- Remember to include your name, address and age. Judges 

DESIGN 2000 Business Manager Navy News, Leviathan decision is final. Unfortunately entries cannot be returned. 

Block, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hampshire, POI 3HH Deadline elate: All entries must be in by 31st October 199S 
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Motoring 




Art Deco 



Fun and freedom, 40s-style 


Private sales 


SELLING 

YOUR 

CAR? 

WHY NOT 
ADVERTISE WITH 

US! 

You can advertise 
from as little as 
£15.00 for 15 words 

CONTACT 
. LYNDA OR 
GLEN ON 

01705 

725062 

\ 


C HRYSLER^ 
stunning Pronto 
Cruizer concept 
car is among the 
stars of the 
Motor Show at 
Birmingham's National 
Exhibition Centre this 
month (see opposite). 

It will be seen alongside the 
eagerly-awaited turbo diesel 
version of the Chrysler 
Voyager people carrier and a 
new top-of-thc-range Jeep 
Cherokee 4 On is'. 

Just six years on from the US 
manufacturer's debut at the 
NEC. the UK has become 
Chrysler's top-selling export 
market in Europe. 

In addition to the newcomers, 
the stand will feature the latest 
versions of the company’s popu¬ 
lar Neon. Voyager, Grand 
Voyager. Wrangler. Cherokee 
and Grand Cherokee ranges - 
phis one of the fastest road- 
going cars available, the Viper 
GTS muscle car. 

The Chrysler Jeep impact 
won't end there - three special 
Chrysler models, the Jeep Eceo, 


the Eagle Jazz and the Eipresso 
taxi, will demonstrate futuristic 
ideas from the company's 
designers. 

The Promo Cruizer was 
inspired by 1940s American Art 
Deco designs and combines this 
timeless appeal with cutting- 
edge styling and a sense of fun 
and freedom. It is expected to 
provide several styling cues to 
future production models and is 

f lowered by either a 115bhp l .fi¬ 
bre or a 131bhp 2.0-litre petrol 
engine. 

One newcomer to the show 
which is certain to strengthen 
Chrysler’s position in the UK is 
the turbo diesel Voyager range. 
So far this year the Voyager is 
the second best-selling MPV in 
this country and around 8,50f) 
have been sold since its launch 
last year - and that’s without a 
turbo diesel engine available. 

The new 2,5-litrc VM engine 
provides a remarkable blend of 
economy and performance for 
the world’s most popular MPVs, 
With very competitive pricing 
starting at £19,620 for the 
Voyager 2.5 TD SE and £21*920 
for the long wheelbase Grand 
Voyager 2.5 TO SE, these mod¬ 


els are expected to make a signif¬ 
icant impact on the growing 
MPV market when they go on 
sale throughout the UK's 104 
Chrysler Jeep dealers at the end 
of October. 

These spacious and well- 
equipped turbo diesel models 
are not only economical but also 
have the best torque in their 
class and arc right up w-ith the 
class leaders on power output 

As with all models in the 
Chrysler Jeep line-up, the new 
Voyager and Grand Voyager are 
backed by a reassuring pcacc-of- 
mind package consisting of a 
three-year/60,0()Q-mile mechani¬ 
cal warranty, six-year a mi-corro¬ 
sion warranty and three years’ 
roadside assistance. 

Following the success of the 
high -specification Jeep Grand 
Cherokee Orvis. which was 
introduced earlier this year, the 
Cherokee will be given the Orvis 
treatment too at the Motor 
Show. 

Included in the specification 
are full leather scats, burr walnut 
wood veneer, electric sunroof 
and a high quality \ 00-watt 
entertainment system with CD 
autochanger and ten speakers. 



Brave effort 
by Sharkey 

A TWO-MAH Navy driving team beat Stiff competition In the 
1998 4-Wheel Driving Force exercise on Salisbury Plain, 
hosted by the Army Motoring Association and the 
Federation of Police Motor Clubs. 

The Navy team - POMEA Shakey Stevens as driver {HMS 
Brave) and navigator POMEA Fez Parker (HMS Glasgow) 
came first in the novice class in the three-phase exercise 
which Included a nine-hour navigation stage. 

In all, 45 tri-service and police teams took part. 

• POMEA Shakey Stevens shows off his trophy to his 
CO, Cdr Gary Pettitt 




We’ll make it snappy 

For a friendly, fast and efficient service visit one of our branches or call us today 

UK: 0345 697527, Germany: 0130 819223 

or Worldwide: +44 (0)115 935 0083 


NAAfT) 

nanci a I 


SERVICES 


PTRSONAI LOANS PROVIDED BY WARRIOR C.ROUP LIMITED. WEAL D MOUSE 88 MAIN ROAD SUNDRIOCi. K£K! TNI4 BFR RATES CORRECT A1 TIME OF PRINTING WWTTLN OUGfAllON AVAII ABl E UPON REQUEST 
ALL LOANS SUBJECT 10 SFATUS AND NOT AVAII ABU; TO MINORS WARRIOR RESERVES THE ROlT IO DECLINE ANV APPLICATION 
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Motorins 



Budget Puma still a cracker 




rCOR! I'LL1 
HAVE A BIT 
k OF THAT! * 


CAR FACTS 


IT'S 

NATOCARS 


ROADTEST by Glynn Williams 


Can you afford not to buy from Natocars? 
m NATOCARS 


Kttvt. Mdjqo. 


Security 


NATOCARS 

W A Rewarding Experience 

Natocars lid ■ Wyids Road • Bridgwater * Somerset ■ TA6 4BH 
"R 01278 455555 ■ Fax' 01278 450396 • Email sales@natocars co ok 


U SUALLY when a new car is launched the sporti¬ 
er versions come later, something to aspire to, 
but although Ford reversed the procedure with 
its Puma coupe the entry model is still a cracker. 


This is a car which keeps 
winning awards, named 
Q6C Top Gear's Car of the 
Year and What Car? maga¬ 
zine's Best Coupe, and 
more recently the car for 
the millennium and the 
classic of the future. 

The Puma is only intended 
as a four-seater, a 2 + 2 really, 
but it has plenty of luggage 
space and with the rear seats 
folded it swallowed my wife's 
electric wheelchair with ease, 
although for crash protection 
and chassis tautness it does 
have a fairly high boot sill. 

Having enjoyed the lusty 
125b hp of the original 1.7-litre 
model with variable cam tim¬ 
ing giving 0-6Omph in less 
than nine seconds and top 
speed of 126mph, l had 
thought that I might be disap¬ 
pointed with the 1,4-litre ver¬ 
sion, with power down by 
more than a quarter to 90bhp. 

Obviously the less power¬ 
ful model is better suited to 
the younger driver, with the 
insurance group of 9E 
against the faster car's 12, but 
this 1.4 is no slouch, with the 
free-revving 16-valve engine 
it still cracks the 0-60 sprint in 
under 11 seconds and can 
top llOmph, 

And it’s not hard work! As 
with the 1.7, the close-ratio 
five-speed gearbox with 


short-throw gearshift is opti¬ 
mised for the performance 
and this car never feels short 
of breath. 

Rather, ifs great fun with 
brilliant handling, with excel¬ 
lent precision through the 
ower steering and taut road- 
olding and a firm but 
smooth ride. 

What is interesting is that 
the impressive fuel economy 
figures for the two cars are 
identical except that the 1.4 is 
just 0.3mpg better than the 
1.7 on the urban cycle at 
29,4mpg and the combined 
(average) figures are the 
same at 38.2mpg. 

For the image conscious, 
another attraction is the fact 
that both the 1.4 and 1.7 are 
visually identical and apart 
from the engine are the same 
mechanically, too. 

So although you pay £1,500 
less with the Puma 1.4 at 
£13,225, you still get driver's 
airbag, remote central locking 
and alarm as standard. 

But the test car also had a 
few optional extras, with the 
anti-Jock brakes (standard on 
the 1.7) adding £390, a £295 
luxury pack adding 
Guickclear electrically-heated 
windscreen and electric mir¬ 
rors and higher-spec hi-fi 
with single-disc CD. 

Air conditioning is a £360 
option on both models. 


MODEL: Ford Puma 1.4 Coupe 
PRICE ON ROAD: £13,225 
ENGINE: 1,4-litre 16-valve pro¬ 
ducing 90bhp 

TRANSMISSION: Five-speed 
manual change 
PERFORMANCE: 0-60 10.6 
secs; top speed - 112mph 
ECONOMY: 38.2mpg com¬ 
bined cycle 

INSURANCE: Group 9E 


Our special Tax Free new car discounts on 
a wide range of makes, are also available 
on many models for Tax Paid UK use, 
giving exceptional savings. 

All entitled personnel need to do is order 
a cor whilst abroad (UK based uniformed personnel 
also for Peugeot) and your car will meet you on your 
return home I 

wilt also receive the renowned 
vice and everything 
is conducted easily by phone, fax or post. All is 
explained in our comprehensive Car Buying Guide ■ 
prices; model brochures; part exchange; low rate 
finance with repayment protection; discounted 
insurance wilh maximum no daims bonus and 
delivery anywhere it sails! 

The same service is available for our 
Guaranteed Qualify Used Car Scheme 
these benefits: 


Most privately owned 

14 day no quibble exchange 

RAC inspection and report 

Fully comprehensive womanly 1 

Rescue/recovery/home breakdown insurance 

Notional Vehicle Insurance write-off check 

Full service check 

1 2 months MOT if applicable 

Service histories 


Buying your next car, Tax Free, lax Paid or 
used should be an enjoyable, hassle-free 
experience and with over 34 years of 
delivering total satisfaction, Natocars know 
how to make it just that, WE GUARANTEE H7 


Exclusive Low Cost 

“ i I 

is 


FORGES 


Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for H.M.Forces. 
Immediate cover and monthly payment schemes. 

Speak directly to the professionals. 

Open 365 days a year. 

8am-10pm weekdays, 9am-9pm weekends. 


1 0800 068 0279 


MOTOR WITH CHOICE OF INSURANCE OPTIONS 

FREE MILITARY KIT, PERSONAL ACCIDENT OR DEATH COVER INSURANCE 


if it’s PEUGEOT 

then it’s got to be 

RANGERS 


/ UNBEATABLE 
DEALS for 
HMF'S serving 
in the UK & 
OVERSEAS 


For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubley on UK 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TMS Ltd, FREEPOST, Bulford Rd, DurringtOI, SP4 8BR 


RANGERS 


MILITARY SALES 


tsmsa 


Motor 

Show's 

new 

models 

THE WRAPS are off this 
year's British 

International Motor 
Show and the event at 
the NEC in Birmingham 
promises to be the 
most exciting ever. 

Plenty of interesting 
new models are being 
unveiled at the show, 
opening to the public 
on October 21 and run¬ 
ning through to 
November 1, including 
the new Jaguar S-Type 
and Rover saloon 
which make their world 
premieres. 

There will also be the 
first showing of the 
aggressive new Lexus 
IS200, as well as BMW's 
new 3-series, Audi's A4 
- but this is just the 
start, there are literally 
dozens more. 

The new 4 baby’ Lexus 
will be available with a 
six-speed manual or 
four-speed electronic 
automatic transmis¬ 
sion, and prices will 
start at around £20,000. 

Theme days have 
proved popular with 
motor show visitors 
since their introduction 
in 1992 t and once again 
there will be a blend of 
special products and 
personalities sure to 
pull the crowds. 

Thursday October 29 
is a classic car day, 
white Friday and 
Saturday October 31- 
No vember 1 are dedi¬ 
cated to motor sports 
enthusiasts. 

Then that final day of 
the show, November 1, 
is Adventure Day, with 
something for every¬ 
one, and to encourage 
families there will be a 
special ticket price of 
£25 for two adults and 
two accompanied chil¬ 
dren. 

For further details 
call the NEC box office 
On 0121 767 4455. 
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Internet techniques are adapted to help manage military intelligence 



New technology 
helps keep allies 
in the big picture 


• Nerve centre - Communications linch-pfn USS Mount Whitney off Lisbon during 
Exercise Strong Resolve. Many RN personnel were on board in their NATO capacities. 

Picture. CPO(PHOT) Sin Anirotxjs 
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(Subscribe to) —| 

3 ^ moLNews 


A Subscription means you will be: 

First to see the latest Navy News 
from around the world 
First to receive Special Offers 
Your copy is delivered to your 
door, hot off the press 


Name 

Address 


Post Code. 

Telephone No 



R ELIABLE information 
has always been a key 
factor in military plan¬ 
ning, but technological ad¬ 
vances have pushed intelli¬ 
gence-gathering to the fore¬ 
front of NATO priorities in the 
maritime arena for the next 
century, writes Mike Gray. 

And Royal Navy personnel are 
helping shape the policies, identi¬ 
fying the benefits and overcoming 
the pitfalls of a pioneering system 
which was was blooded during 
NATO’s recent Exercise Strong 
Resolve earlier this year. 

Cdr Dave Burton is Support 
Manager of the Maritime Command 
and Control Information System 
(MCCIS) project at SAC I ANT HQ in 
Norfolk, Virginia, and retired School ie 
Cdr Bob Young is the MCCIS Life 
Cycle Manager. 

“This is NATO’s primary command 
and control information system for 
maritime users, and it’s been under 
development here at SACLANT prob¬ 
ably over the last six years," said Cdr 
Burton. “The UK involvement and 
contribution during this period has 
been very significant/ 1 

Exercise Strong Resolve 98 was a 
chance for the team to put MCCIS 
through its paces, introducing tech¬ 
niques and technologies which led to 
the Internet boom, and are already 
having the same impact on military 
intelligence gathering and dynamic 
information management, 

"The core of MCCIS is the recog¬ 
nised maritime picture (RMP). and the 
benefit of MCCIS from a 
NATO perspective is that 
it provides the capability 
to gather local data from 
individual maritime sites, 
ashore and afloat, and to 
provide in return a high- 
quality global maritime 
plot. 

“Another important 
aspect is that this system 
uses Internet dike tech¬ 
nology within a dosed 
network - an intranet, in 
modern parlance, 

“Using web-browsers 
and web-servers it 
enables gathering and 
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display of information from multiple 
sources including commercial and news 
media sites, which is then sifted and 
presented as electronic pages available 
through browsing technology from any 
site with access to the NATO network" 
"Ships such as the NATO Atlantic 
Strike Fleet flagship USS Mount 
Whitney, which crossed the Atlantic for 
Exercise Strong Resolve, or land-based 
sites could then access the information 
as required, 

"The system uses mainly commer¬ 
cial, off-the-shelf software, within a 
custom-designed NATO l sheir, 

"But the MCCIS concept at Strong 
Resolve was taken a step further into 
an area which could have a hearing on 
future joint rapid reaction deploy¬ 
ments. 

"Not only did we for the first time 
cover an RMP, but we also provided a 
recognised air picture and a recognised 
land picture. 

“Tire air picture data came from the 

‘.i, The concept at 
Strong Resolve was 
taken a step further Into 
an area which coufd 
have a hearing 
on future Joint rapid 
reaction deptoyments 

USS Mount Whitney, and the land pic¬ 
ture came from the Spanish land forces 
in C hinchilla, and again this input was 
made available to all MCCIS sites. 

"From a NATO angle I think this is 
one of the most successful information 
system projects of the last decade, 

"The ultimate aim at SACLANT is 


to work with ACE counterpam to pro¬ 
duce a reliable common operational 
picture (COP) - land, sea and air - 
available on a 24 hours-a-day, seven- 
days-a-wcck basis. 

"Tn Strong Resolve we tentatively 
had it for the first lime/’ 

Another benefit includes what the 
military term "collaborative white- 
boarding”. a kind of video conference 
over the NATO intranet, and MCCIS 
has this capability built in. 

Cdr Burton said the first major trial 
of MCCIS went well, and proved the 
worth of the extensive support struc¬ 
ture pul in place for the exercise. 

Another Briton, CPO Andy Wyatt, 
had a key role as support co-ordinator 
"back at the ranch A in the United 
Stales, running a busy help-desk for 
Strong Resolve. 

The speed and capability of techno¬ 
logical advance brings its own prob¬ 
lems, however, and key amongst these 
is data management. 

With large numbers of units injecting 
reams of information - no! all of which 
may be useful or even accurate - there 
is a significant data validation and qual¬ 
ity control task. 

"It is easy to get overwhelmed, but 
the real issue that high-quality data is 
extremely valuable and we have to 
accept there is a price to pay/’ said Cdr 

Burton. 

"Clearly the system is only as good as 
the data it provides, and we cannot ail 
he data consumers - we also need data 
providers/’ 

Another data management chal¬ 
lenge is how to get huge volumes of 
information, which may contain large 
graphic files and video clips, through 
existing ships receiving equipment - 
the so-called "hand-width” may not be 
big enough to cope. 

National navies are at various stages 
in developing their ow r n COS projects, 
but Cdr Burton and others are working 
on means whereby nations can connect 
their own systems with NATO. 

"A strategic objective is to ensure 
interoperability with NATO navies/ 1 he 
stated. 

The current MCCIS implementation 
is planned to double in scale over the 
next two years and key enhancements 
will include NATO Control of 
Shipping, mine warfare and METOC 
modules. 

* Further information on MCCIS is 
available via the Internet at 
www. sa cfa n t. na t o. in f 



• Common aims - ships from different navies t using different command systems and speaking dif¬ 
ferent languages, which deployed during the amphibious landings off Cadiz in Strong Resolve 93 
were a test-bed for new techniques in intelligence gathering and dissemination, ensuring everyone 
was kept in the picture. Picture: PH r David Sydney turn 
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King's Shilling is a 
superb portrait of 
the modern navy, 
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a brilliantly 
drawn cast of 
characters reacts 
to a life-or-death 
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Insurance firm lends support 


RN & RM SPORTS 


BE IN 


TO ,,,IW 


• On the attack - the Combined Services spin the bait out against 
the Rugby League Conference , 

Navy through to 
rugby XIII final 


WINS BY the Combined 
Services and the Royal Navy 
team are helping to spread the 
Rugby League message in the 
Senior Service. 

The RN XIII beat the RAF in 
the semi-finals of the Public 
Servants' Cup at The Rectory in 
Plymouth. 

In front of a crowd of 300, the 
first half boiled down to a 
tough battle between the two 
sets of forwards, with the Navy 
ahead 6-4 at half time. 

But after the break the Navy, 
in their first full season as a 
league side, began to spin the 
ball out wide and ended the 
match comfortably ahead 30-4. 

The Navy will play the British 
Students in the final, which 
could be held at St Helens as a 
curtain-raiser to a Super 
League fixture at the end of 
this month. 

Meanwhile the Combined 


Services team took on the 
Rugby League Conference at 
Burnaby Road in Ports-moulh, 
and emerged with an impres¬ 
sive victory 

Fielding three Navy players- 
Pony Moore, Kev Duftton and 
Blood Reed, with Wayne O’Keel 
on the bench - the Services 
played their part in an attrition* 
al first haH which ended as 
they edged into a 12-10 lead, 
thanks to an unconverted try. 

The second half settled 
down to a defensive trial of 
strength, with both attacks 
snuffed out unlit the 75th 
minute, when Army centre 
Daryl Cooper scored between 
the posts. 

A last-gasp try-saving tackle 
by Navy man Duffton kept the 
scoreboard at 20-12 as the 
game ended. 


Endurance leads way 
in fitness monitoring 


HMS Endurance is to be 
the trial ship for on-board 
fitness assessments. 

With a grant from the 
Sports Lottery the ice patrol 
ship has added a laptop com¬ 
puter and software to its gym¬ 
nasium equipment. 

The new healthy lifestyle 
suite allows LPT Dean Steer 
to set up a full fitness assess¬ 
ment of all personnel, and can 
use that database to monitor 
fitness progress fact os such 
as percentage of body fat, 


lung efficiency and heart rate. 
With Compulsory Fitness 
Testing being introduced to 
the Navy in April, all establish¬ 
ments are required to set up 
their own suites, and if the 
Endurance trial proves a suc¬ 
cess other ships should fol¬ 
low her example. 

• On trial - in the healthy 
lifestyle suite are (left to right) 
LPT Steer. POMA Shore t Capt 
Barton (CO). Bill Rosewelt 
(Sports lottery manager). Lt 
Cdr Peters (XO) and MAA 
Morgan . 


• Royal Interest - Transglobe 98 patron the Princess Royal talks 
to Royal Navy trainees keen to be a part ot the race , Stewart 
Dowton t Darren Andrews and Tim McKenzie, with senior project 
officer U Cdr Tim Thortey in the background , 

Competitors gear 
up for start of race 


AS FINAL preparations are 
made for the start of the 
Transglobe 98 yacht race. Pax 
Personal Accident insurance 
has weighed in with a cheque 
for £20,000. 

The firm is also providing 
£10,000 of free insurance cover 
for all competitors in the Tri- 
Service race, which starts in 
the Solent on November 7. 

The race has changed slight¬ 
ly in format, with an extra leg 
being included to avoid the end 
of the hurricane season, and 
the closing date has been lifted 
to allow for the high number of 
cancellations. 

Details of the race and appli¬ 
cations procedure are included 


in Joint Services DCI 45 96. 

Applicants for the first four 
legs should have been contact¬ 
ed by now, and with the drop¬ 
out rate of around 40 per cent 
there is a good chance that 
Navy applicants will join the 
expedition at some stage. 

Those not selected will be 
automatically entered as 
reserve for another leg as cho¬ 
sen on initial applications. 

This month will see the 
yachts undergoing trials and 
refits, including the installation 
of water-makers and satellite 
communications gear, and a 
trial sail is scheduled to be 
held off the Isle of Wight during 
the latter part of this month. 


Osprey win on 
final whistle 


FOOTBALLERS from I IMS 
Osprey made a ‘Tina I Whistle” 
short tour to the United Suites 
before the Portland base closes. 

LPT "Smudge” Smith, under 
the guidance of the PI iind RO Lt 
Mike Davies and supported hy the 
Sports Loiters, took the lb-man 
Mjuud to the Dani Meek - the 
USN version of I IMS Dryad, 

In hoi. humid weather. Osprey 
drew 3-3 ^iih un ex-pats and 
Europeans side, and beat Dam 
Neck who had won the local 
Service league, hy 3-2, 

There was also a chance to do 
some sightseeing in the Virginia 
Beach area. 

Dam Neck are coached b\ RN 
chief "Barra ” Moulder* Imw, who 
helped arrange ihe tour. 


NAVY nurse Janette Beaton has won a gold 
medal in the World Long Distance Triathlon 
meeting in Japan. 

The event, run by the International Triathlon 
Union, attracted competitors from more than 30 
countries. 

Janette, a Petty Officer Naval Nurse at 
Devon port, was accompanied by her Royal 
Marines husband Cpl Michael Beaton, who was 
also part of the 32-strong Circat Britain team. 

Janette competed in the 25-29 year age group, 
completing a three-kilometre swim, followed by a 
106km cycle ride and a 22km run in just six hours 
and six minutes. 


She came in a full eight minutes ahead 
ol her nearest rival, a Japanese competi¬ 
tor, to lake her first gold, and she was the 
11th female competitor home in a field of 
70. 


1 ler achievement is all I he more notable because 
she took up the sport only three years ago, and 
claims that at that time she could hardly swim one 
length of a pool and was decidedly wobbly on a 
bike. 

Her gruelling training programme has to be fil¬ 
led in alongside her Navy career and marriage. 

Living and being based in Plymouth - her hus¬ 
band is at nearby Lympstone - has 
helped, and she how plans to up the 
tempo and compete in Sweden in 
June next year, to both belter her 
time and retain her world champi¬ 
on^ crown. 


Talented Marines win golf title 


• Forest run - cross-country training for MEM 
Carl Jackson (HMS Newcastle) and LWPT 
Belinda Fear (RNAS Cutdrose). 


Runners get 
an early start 


THE ROYAL Navy is to 
mount a determined 
challenge for the 
Inter-Services cross¬ 
country title next year 
- and have started 
training already. 

The squad met up 
for the first of a num¬ 
ber of training week¬ 
ends at HMS 
Temeraire, and were 
put through their 
paces on the 
Burnaby Road track 
and the woodland 
trails of Queen Eliza¬ 
beth Country Park by 
coach Chris Jones. 

Successes at the 
last championships - 
Capt John Rye RM 


won the veterans 
race and the junior 
team ran the Army 
very closely - sug¬ 
gest the squad may 
be netting close to 
the balance required 
to become genuine 
contenders. 

Any athletes inter¬ 
ested in joining the 
training regime at 
this early stage will 
be welcome; contact 
Lt Cdr Bob Dunkley 
on the staff of DNPTS 
at HMS Temeraire on 
Portsmouth Naval 
Base ext 24021, or Lt 
Steve Gough, PT and 
RO at HMS Colling- 
wood, on ext 2694. 


In brief 


RN runners 
go the 
distance 

SEVERAL of the Navy's top 
distance athletes have been 
busy on the roads recently. 

Mark Croasdale ran well to 
finish tenth in a time of 49m 
49s against a strong field of 
1,500 contesting the Great 
South Run at Portsmouth, run 
in cold, windy conditions. 

Another Corps athlete, John 
Rye. also braved bad weather 
to finish 27th (and second vet¬ 
eran) in the Swansea Bay 10km 
in a time of 31m 17s, 

In warmer conditions, Paul 
Levtek came second in Ihe 
Yeovil 5km in a personal best 
of 15m 20s, and followed that 
with a third at the Battle of 
Sedgemoor 10km in 32m 9s. 

A good team effort by Navy 
athletes resulted in the RN 
team winning the Exmouth 
Half Marathon; John Rye was 
fourth in 73m 49s, Steve Payne 
fifth in 74m 49s and Chris 
Hazlewood 15ih. 

Best strokes 

OUTSTANDING swimmers 
from last year have picked up 
their respective awards. 

POWTR Rachael Kirk ham - 
Fearon won the 1997 RN 
Women's Sports Officers 
Award for her outstanding con¬ 
tributions to women's swim¬ 
ming. 

She has been a member of 
the RN team since joining 
more than 13 yearn ago, and 
has been team captain for more 
than eight years. 

PO Neil Tail was given the 
NATO Cup, a trophy for an 
outstanding individual, for 
years of successful competition, 
including two wins in the World 
Masters Championships of 
1996 in record-breaking times. 

Boxing night 

THE ANNUAL Portsmouth 
Area Novice Boxing Champ¬ 
ionships will be held in the 
gymnasium at HMS Nelson on 
Thursday October 8. 

Tickets, price 14, are avail¬ 
able at the main gate of the 
establishment in Queen Street. 

Heading north 

VOLUNTEERS who hold 
M/L or JMEL (Winter) and 
Snow/Ice Climber qualifica¬ 
tions arc required for an Easter 
expedition to Spilzbergen. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact POPT Randle at HMS 
Temeraire ext 24151. 

Capital run 

MILITARY runners make un a 
large proportion of London 
Marathon fields - and now's the 
time to enter for the 1999 race. 

Sponsored by Flora, this 
year's race will raise money for 
charities including the 
Leukaemia Research Fund; 
for details, ring 0171 405 0101. 


ROYAL Marines golfers showed 
their depth of talent in winning the 
recent inter-Cottiinand Maichplay 
Championships at ihe China Fleet 
Court try Club, writes Cdr (utn 
Ski tins. 

With a number of commands unable 
to field full-strength sides, the Marines 
look full advantage and triumphed for 
the first time in this event since 1989, 
and only the second time in total. 

The Sal lash course continues to 
improve year by year and once again 
provided a stern test for the players. 

Band C Sgt Martin Sharp, one of three 
brothers in the RM contingent, cap¬ 


tained the winning team and led from the 
front wilh three points from five. 

But the star of the team was Cpl Chris 
Graham, one of only three players from 
all six teams to finish I he week with five 
wins from five matches. 

Band t'pi Joe Sharp followed closely 
behind with 4.5 points and further sup¬ 
port came from t'pl Nigel Small and 
C Sgt Bill Parker with 2.5 points each 
and Band C Sgt Da^id Sharp (1.5 pts). 

Plymouth Command had local knowl¬ 
edge on their side and duly pm it to good 
effect in finishing second, having thrown 
Ihe championship wide open in the early 
rounds hy being the only team to beat 


the eventual winners. 

Fleet Command put up one of their 
best performances for many a year, 
being third equal wiih Scotland and 
Portsmouth, while Naval Air Command 
suffered over player availability and 
ended with the wooden spoon. 

Other players to return a I (H) per cent 
record were Lt Cdr Darryl Whitehead 
(Fleet) and CTO McEvoy (Scotland). 

At the time of going to press, the Navy 
team will be engaged in the Inter 
Services C hampionships at Saunton, 
North Devon. 

A full report will appear in the 
November issue of Vair Ynt.v. 


Janette takes gold 
at world triathlon 
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Swimmers and water polo players win - but Channel trip is off 


Good day, 
bad result 

HMS SULTAN woo praise for hosting the Tri- 
Service hockey cup-winners tournament - but 
came away empty-handed. 

The three teams played a round-robin to 
determine the pick of the bunch, and it was the 
Army side which took the honours, with AGC 
Worthy Down beating RAF Bmggen 4-2 and 
HMS Sultan 5-1. Second place was taken by 
Bruggen, who beat Sultan 6-1. 

Through drafting and unavailability, Sultan 
could only held five of the 11 who swept to 
success last season - three of the missing 
players are RN team men. 

As well as the Navy Cup t Sultan also won 
the Portsmouth Sixes, the Portsmouth League 
and Portsmouth Area mixed titles last season. 

Special mention was made of the work by 
David Wakefield and duty sports centre staff 
in preparing the pitch and facilities, 

• Defending the White Ensign - three goal¬ 
keepers try to block a shot By Worthy Down . 
Goalkeeper Snowy Winter is helped by LMEM 
Greg Gregson (with beard), who also plays 
between the posts , and AEA Simon 
Stephenson (on goal line), the RN Under 23 
keeper . Picture: HMS Sutian phots 


# Top team - POMEM Beaumont receives the Ships Sevens Trophy from 
Fteet Recreation Officer ; Lt Cdr Tim Kenealy, watched by (left to right) CPO 
Utting, CPO Shaw, Lt Cdr Gregg RAN t CPO Humphreys, LOM Barbery, LPT 
Holl, CO Cdr Fraser and OM Page. 


Rugby specials 

IT WAS a double cause for celebration for HMS 
Gloucester when the ship's teams won two rugby 
competitions. 

In the Ships Rugby Sevens competition, hosted by 
HMS Colling wood, Gloucester played seven games, 
scoring 158 points and conceding none, 

Gloucester followed that with a match against pre- 
viously-undefeated HMS Sutherland in the Midi 
Ships Cup Final. 

The Gloucester pack proved too strong for 
Sutherland and in the presence of three internation¬ 
als from Gloucester RFC who came to support HMS 
Gloucester, they gave Sutherland's eight a torrid 
time, paving the way for a cup-winning final score of 
30-7. 


Weather hits 
relay attempt 

AN ATTEMPT to stage a relay 
swim across the Channel by 
three Navy teams was foiled by 
a draft and bad weather. 

The RN men and Royal 
Marines team were to race in 
order to set an Inter-Service 
record, and the RN women also 
had their eyes on posting the 
fastest time. 

But when one female swim¬ 
mer was required elsewhere at 
short notice, the women had to 
withdraw - Channel swimming 
rules are strict about the mini¬ 
mum number of swimmers (six 
per team). 

Then bad weather, which 
prevented the swimmers even 
starting, meant the RN men ran 
out of time, and although the 
Marines stayed on short 
notice, their allotted time slot 
also lapsed, and the attempt 
has now been put on ice. 


EMBROIDERED OR PRINTED CLOTHING FROM 

REGALBRANDS LTD 


POLO SHIRTS * T SHIRTS * SWEATSHIRTS * SHORTS 
RUGBY SHIRTS * CAPS * PILOT SHIRTS - 
JOCKEY SHORTS BADGES AND MORE 
QUALITY MERCHANDISE FROM A QUALITY COMPANY ; 


LOWEST PRICES & FASTEST DELIVERY GUARANTEED 
NO ARTWORK CHARGE 

* STAFFED BY EX SERVICE PERSONNEL • 

TEL 01283 551155 OR FAX 01283 551658 

FOR BROCHURES AND PRICES 


16 th - 


NOVEMBER 




W7 WM {&£? 0GB i 

The prestigious championship, televised by the BBC is 
snooker at it's best. Played by the worlds top 
professionals who will be attempting to take the prize 
from title holder Ronnie O'Sullivan. 

CHILDREN IN NEED SPECIAL FRIDAY 20th NOVEMBER 
Come along and join in all the fun of the “Liverpool Victoria 
Big Break Special" with Jim Davidson, Jon Virgo and a host of 
other sporting and TV celebrities. 

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE Of THIS GREAT READER OFFER 
SIMPLY RING BOURNEMOUTH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 
BOR OFFICE ON 01202 456546 AND QUOTE SPECIAL 
CODE NUMBER L201. YOU WILL THEN BE GIVEN 
DETAILS OF HOW TO PAY AND RECEIVE YOUR TICKETS 

- TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF OFFER - 

Buy one licket-receive one free. This otter Is limited to one 
ttcket/free ticket per person per session only. Tickets will be 
available lor ail sessions on ail days up to and including 
Tuesday 24Lh November 1938, All tickets are subject to 
availability. This offer can not be used in conjunction with 
any other offer Navy News have no control over the sale of 
tickets and can only be obtained from the BIC. 


Footballers 
out to catch 
the eye 

Inter-Command contest: 
There will be a football 
competition for men and 
women at Portsmouth 
from October 11-14. 

Contact your PT Office If 
you wish to represent your 
Command and have the 
chance of impressing the 
Representative Team man¬ 
agers, who will attend. 

Men s representative 
matches: The season kicks 
off with an away fixture at 
Fenners against Cambridge 
University at 14.30 on 
Wednesday October 28, fol¬ 
lowed by a home fixture 
against Oxford University at 
Portsmouth on November 2. 

HMS Drake provides the 
venue for the match against 
the Fire Service on 
Thursday November 5, kick¬ 
ing off at 19.30. 

General information: For 
information on RN fixtures 
or coaching courses ring 
POPT Paul Nash on 
Portsmouth ext 23974. For 
details of refereeing cours¬ 
es please contact Lt Neil 
Wagstaff at the INM, 
Alverstoke, ext 68052. 

As part of the Portsmouth 
Football Club Centenary, It 
is hoped to arrange a match 
at Burnaby Road during the 
season - details to follow. 

Hockey team 
goes on tour 

THE ROYAL Navy men’s 
hockey team has gone on tour 
for the first time in 15 years. 

The team flew out to the Far 
East where they were scheduled to 
spend a week in Kuala Lumpur 
and a week in Singapore, 

Some of the matches will be at a 
prestigious competition in which 
HMS West mins ter played Iasi 
year, performing with such credit 
when a Japanese team was forced 
to pull out at the last minute that 
an invitation was extended to the 
Royal Navy this year. 

The team also planned to take 
in some of the Commonwealth 
Games competitions in Malaysia, 
A full report on the tour will 
appear in a later edition of Nmy 
News. 

Rugby league first 

A NAVY man has just clocked up 
a first by being appointed assistant 
coach Yor the Scotland rugby 
League amateur international side. 

PO Tony Newell, currently 
based at Faslane and a previous 
player for the side, will make his 
debut as on October 3 when the 
team plays the Wales amateur side 
in Wales. 

Dolphin double 

THE WRENS of HMS Dolphin 
arc celebrating a double trophy 
success. 

A win in the Navy netball cup, 
when they beat HMS Osprey 55- 
45, was followed by a 3-1 victory 
against HMS Sultan in the Navy 
women’s volleyball competition. 


Navy teams shine in 

the pool 


NAVY watersports competi¬ 
tors have been deluged with 
success at events - with Royal 
Marine Sgt Nic Frankie” 
Vaughan topping the lot. 

Frankie, a chef at Chivenor at 
the time of his success, came back 
from the World Masters Long 
Course championships in 
Casablanca with gold, silver and 
bronze medals and a fourth place. 

Swimming in the 30-34 age 
group - Frankie moves up to 35-39 
next year - he won the 100 metres 
butterfly, look silver in the 50 
metres butterfly, and bronze in the 
HKJ metres freestyle. 

Others competing were Li Andy 
Mason RM, POWTR Rachael 
Kirkham-Fearon, Geoff Bishop, 
CPOPT Gary Thomas and 
PGAEM Steven Thomas. 

From individual successes to a 
team triumph - the Royal Navy 
men's team won the Inter-Service 
Swimming Championship for the 
first time since 1984. 

The RAF were favourites, but 
with a mix of seniors and new> faces 
Navy men began to dominate. 

Wins from OM Fiarhursi* OM 
Pickup. POAEA Tail, Sgt Vaughan 
and CPOMEA Nolan, backed up 
by second placings for Lt Pitcher, 
Li Walsh and S/Lt Levine, helped 


put the Navy in lop spot. 

Other notable performances 
came from PQAEM Thomas, Lt 
Unsworth, S/Lt Griffiths, Lt 
Rogers and Lt Mason, and the 
final score was RN ]08pts. RAF 
&6pts and Army 67pts. 

In the women's coin petition the 
final result was reversed, with the 
Army jusi pipping the RAF by 
I03pts to 1(12 and a young and 
inexperienced but spirited Navy 
team coming third with 36pls. 

The diving championships* 
which opened two days of competi¬ 
tion at the RN pool in HMS 
Tern era tre - the Navy was hosting 
on behalf of the RAF - was domi¬ 
nated by the Army, which won 
both men's and women's titles. 

But it was the water polo 
which provided the lion's 
share of the excitement as a 
strong Navy squad set out 
to win a trophy that had 
eluded them since 1981. 

Despite a disrupted run-in* 
when key players were unavailable, 
the Navy played a strong team 
game against the Army, lightly 
marking and pulling ahead in the 
final two quarters to win 8-5, with 
goals from Li Paul Pitcher (two), 
PO Neil Tail and Squad Cap! Steve 
Thomas (both three). 


• World-beater - age-group world champion Nlc Vaughan per¬ 
forming in his strongest event t the butterfly 


'Ely 

nd- 


• Delighted - water polo team member Lt Brian Adcock cele- 
brales at HMS Temeraire. Picture: Aitee 


beating the Army 12-7, the secon 
day decider was a nail-biter. 

The RAF, unbeaten in the com¬ 
petition since 1990 and favourites, 
took an early 3-1 lead, and were 7- 
5 ahead at the half-way mark. 

The RAF edged ahead 9-7, but 
the RN pulled it back to 10-10 
before sneaking ahead 11-10, then 
12-11 with time running out. 

But two over-eager Navy players 
were excluded from the water, and 
the RAF equalised, and took a 
half-share of the trophy, with just 
ten seconds left on the clock. 

Navy scorers were Lt Mike 
Lovatt RM and S/Lt Lenny McCoy 
(two each), Lt Cdr Mike Southern 
RAN, and Lt Pitcher (seven). 

The team was managed by Lt 
Cdr Steve Morgan and coached by 
Mick Flaherty, captain for both 
games was Maj Rob Neatly RM, 
and 47-ycar-old goalkeeper WO 
Tiny Marshall won plaudits. 

Other members were Lt Brian 
Adcock RM, CPO Tony Atkinson, 
CPOPT Gary Thomas, Lt Nick 
Earl and Lt Nick Arnold RM. 
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Sea King 
ditches 
after fire 


A NAVY Sea King helicopter 
that ditched in the the Wash 
after a lire on board has been 
recovered and is now back at 
RN air station Yeovitlon. 

The anti-submarine aircraft, of 
8211 Naval Air Squadron based at 
RN air station Cu Id rose, came 
down on September 4 while mak¬ 
ing a sonar search lor an RAF 
Jaguar which had earlier crashed 
into the sea. 

The Sea King crew of four 
escaped with minor injuries - 
including one in an who suffered 
bums. All arc now back orv duty. 

the helicopter was recovered 
by live Ministry of Defence salvage 
vessel Sal master. The aircraft, one 
of two Sea Kings of Of Squadron 
operating from a Dutch warship in 
the area, had been asked to assist 
in the search for the Jaguar, whose 
pilot had ejected safety. 

Hood badge 
may make 
over £1,000 

ONE of 1 IMS I food's badeed 
tampions, found in a Canadian 
pink shop, is likely to self for up to 
£1,500 when it goes on auction at 
Christie's, 

The tampion, a decorative plug 
for one of the ill-fated battlecruis¬ 
er's 5.5in secondary guns, is owned 
by ex-submariner David Palmer 
who has a collection of 1,500 ship s 
badges. 

The lampion is made of 
chromed brass and is in very good 
condition. It is possible that none 
of the lampions lor the lb guns of 
the secondary armament went 
down with the ship when she was 
sunk by the Bismarck in 194 t All 
the 5.5in guns were removed dur¬ 
ing a wartime refit and were used 
to strengthen the defences of 
Ascension Island. 




Last of the 
TYidents is 
launched 


BRITAIN’S fourth and last 
Trident submarine, HMS 
Vengeance, is launched at 
VSEL's shipyard at 
Barrow in Furness, 

The boat was named by 
Mrs Sandra Robertson, wife 
of the Defence Secretary as it 
was rolled out of the 
Devonshire Dock Hall ship¬ 
building complex on 
September 19. On the follow¬ 
ing day the vessel was low¬ 
ered into the water. 

HMS Vengeance will 
undergo final fitting out and 
a programme of dockside 
testing before contractors 
sea trials next year. She Is 
due to enter service early in 
the next decade. 

Vengeance is the eighth 
Royal Navy vessel to bear 
the name, most being sailing 
yships of the 18th and 19th 


centuries. The sixth 
Vengeance was a pre- 
Dreadnought battleship that 
saw action in the 
Darndanelles in 1915, and 
the seventh an aircraft carri¬ 
er built in 1944 and which 
saw service with the Royal 
Australian Navy before being 
transferred to Brazil where 
she still serves as the Minas 
Gerias. 

■ Britain has told Russia 
that in future they will be 
given five days notice, 
instead of 24 hourse, of any 
British Trident missile test fir¬ 
ing. The move was 
announced by Defence 
Secretary George Robertson 
and reflects the Strategic 
Defence Review conclusions 
on developing defence diplo¬ 
macy and greater trans¬ 
parency on nuclear matters. 

Picture: LA(PHOT) Adrian Hugh&$ 


Jutland sailor dies aged 102 


BATTLE of Jutland veteran Harry 
Goode has died aged 1(12. He was a 
carpenter on board the cruiser 
HMS Birmingham during the p 

Grand Fleet's clash with the h 

German High Seas Fleet in J9I6 


Mr Goode served in the Royal 
Navy from 1915 until the 1920s. 
leaving as a petty officer. He later 
ursued his trade as a barge and 
i oat builder, working along the 
Thames, 


EUROFIGHTER MAY GO TO SEA 


■ From front page 

that, with Joint Force deployment 
in mind, if would fulfil commonali¬ 
ty with the RAF which plans to use 
232 of the new aircraft. 

For carrier operations, addition¬ 
al work on the design would 
include the lilting of an arrester 
hook, a strengthened undercar¬ 
riage and rear fuselage, and other 


changes necessary for the harsh 
naval environment. 

The US programme is aiming 
for an in-service date of 20iJ8 for 
the JSF, so d final decision on 
which path Britain should lake is 
likely to be made by Ministers in 
two years lime - and that choice 
will determine the basic design of 
the two 40,000-ton carriers. 

Currently the RN's favoured 
option is the J5F, Manager of the 
future carrier project, Capl Nick 
Harry, believes that the STOVE 
option will be more effective in 
keeping down the cost of carrier 
design. 

'That option will not require 
catapults and arrester gear, and all 
the manpower associated with con¬ 
ventional carrier aircraft," he said. 


"Ideally, the JSF w ill provide the 
future carrier-borne fighter. If for 
any reason at all it doesn’t come 
about, we're going to have to look 
elsewhere." 

Other off-the-peg options 
to be examined involve the 
US FI 3, or the French Rafale 
fighter, both of which were 
also on display at this year's 
Farnborough Air Show. The 
Rafale is being developed to 
equip France's air force and 
navy. 

Na\y News understands that 
consideration will also be given to 
further development of the Harrier 
- although that path is generally 
being seen as one of the least effec¬ 
tive and least likely. 

"Sharing a programme for a new 


fighter may be cheaper than modi¬ 
fication of existing aircraft on our 
own," said the manager of the 
future carrier-borne lighter pro¬ 
ject. Trevor Wdcock. 

The JSF would fulfil the roles 
of lighter, strike aircraft, recce air¬ 
craft. ti would be a family of air¬ 
craft that would have a Lot of com¬ 
mon features and some specific 
features unique to each variant. 

"We would want 100 per cent 
commonality with the US Marine 
Corps who would also operate the 
STOVE variant of the Joint Strike 
Fighter." 

“We will be looking for the 
option that gives best value for 
money, and JSF is a strong con¬ 
tender, . . We have a belief that it 
can provide ihe solution." 


MILESTONE IN 

EUROFRIGATE 

DEVELOPMENT 

THE PLACING of a contract covering the outline design of the Eurofrigate’ 
replacement for the Type 42 destroyer was among a number of agreements 
reached in September which strengthened Britain’s defence links with Europe - 
particularly France and Italy. 

As well as the decision on lor designate for the collaborative 

project. 

The work, lasting up to nine 
months, will provide the essential 
information needed for a contract 


the Common New Generation 
Frigate - known as Project 
Horizon - a pact signed with 
France, Germany and Italy will 
pave the way for more effective 
management of joint defence 
equipment programmes, and a 
Letter of Intent signed in Paris 
will improve links between the 
British and French staff col¬ 
leges. 

The contract lor further project 
definition work on the Anglo- 
French-Italian frigate deals with 
combat system design, the selec¬ 
tion of all major combat system 
equipment and the selection of 
marine engineering. 

It was let by the Projecl Horizon 
Joint Project Office 10 the 
International Joint Venture 
Company set up as prime eonirae- 


planned to be let early next year to 
design and build the first ships. 

Meanwhile at Farnbor- 
ough Air Show, Defence 
Secretary George Robert¬ 
son and his colleagues from 
France, Germany and Italy 
signed a treaty to establish 
the four countries’ joint pro¬ 
curement organisation «■ 
OCCAR - as a legal entity. 

The Organisation for Joint 
Armaments Co-operation, to give 
it its full title, will now be able to 
place and manage its own contracts 
and employ its own staff, 

George Robertson said: "Not 
only will OCCAR provide a frame¬ 


work lor the ini rod act ion of more 
efficient processes, it will also lead 
to the establishment of a pool of 
expertise to tackle collaborative 
progra m me m a n age me n t s. * 

The Paris Letter of Intent, was 
signed on September 17 by Mr 
Robertson and French Defence 
Minister Alain Rica id. 

It is intended to lead both coun¬ 
tries to a better understanding or 
each other's defence doctrines by 
bolstering links between the Join 
Services Command and Staff 
College at Bracknell and France's 
College Intcrarmees de Defense. 

More measures to improve links 
between the British and French 
Armed Forces arc being consid¬ 
ered following Prime Minister 
Tony Blair's call for better defence 
co-operation in his speech to the 
french National Assembly in 
March. 


Hurricane 

puts Navy 
ships on 
standby 

WEST Indies gtmrdship HMS 
Sheffield was put on standby 
to provide disaster relief to 
Caribbean islands threatened 
by Hurricane Georges as Navy 
News went to press. 

The Type 22 frigate was accom¬ 
panied by the fleet tanker RFA 
Black Rover, while the logistic 
landing ship RFA Sir Tristram was 
en route to the region to take part 
in a scheduled exercise. 

Islands in the path of the hurri¬ 
cane included Montserrat arid 
Antigua. 

■ Sheffield's Malian encoun¬ 
ter - page 15. 
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